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DEDICATION 


TIME  has  a  mysterious  way  of  leaving  man 
behind,  and  forgotten.  Except  for  the 
few  who  become  famous,  the  most  of  us 
are  born,  live  a  quiet,  uneventful  life, 
and  “pass  on8  leaving  so  little  of  our¬ 
selves  to  be  remembered  that  even  our 
grandchildren  are  scarcely  aware  of  more 
than  our  mere  existence. 

SO  it  is  to  my  two  sons,  Larry  Lee  and 
Dan  Scott,  that  I  dedicate  this  volume. 
My  sincere  wishes  are  that  you  will  get 
as  much  pleasure  and  satisfaction  from 
the  possession  of  this  material  as  I 
have  received  from  preparing  it. 

AND  to  my  wife,  Jean,  to  whom  I  am  deep¬ 
ly  indebted,  a  “special  thanks”  for  her 
most  generous  patience  while  I  have 
worked  night  after  nig^t  on  this  Manu¬ 
script.  She  has  also  willingly  assisted 
in  composition,  proof  reading  and  typing 
the  master  copy  for  printing. 
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INTRODUCTION 


It  was  in  1946  at  a  Bowles  reunion  that  I  first 
talked  with  the  family  about  recording  some  of  the  his¬ 
tory  of  our  family.  At  the  time,  ■  I  discovered  that 
little,  if  any,  history  had  actually  been  recorded  and 
that  after  my  father*  s  generation  was  gone,  we  would  be 
left  with  practically  no  history  at  all  about  our  an¬ 
cestors.  I  was  assured  cooperation  from  the  family  and 
in  1947  I  distributed  mimeographed  sheets  giving  brief 
data  about  the  Bowles  Family.  This  was  the  beginning 
of  an  idea  which  developed  into  this  volume  "The  Bowles 
Family  History". 

This  edition  was  compiled  after  additional  material 
had  been  found.  It  also  contains  more  detailed  infor¬ 
mation  than  the  previous  edition  of  1947. 

There  are  two  sections  to  this  volume;  Section  I, 
which  pertains  to  Bowles  Families  and  Section  II  which 
pertains  to  those  who  have  marri ed  into  the  Bow'le  a  family. 

Section  I  is  divided  into  five  chapters:  chapter 
one,  which  pertains  to  the  Origin  of  the  Name  Bowles  and 
Early  Bowles  families  not  related  to  us;  chapter  two, 
which  pertains  to  our  early  ancestors;  chapter  three, 
which  pertains  to  descendants  of  Charles  Silas  Bowles^; 
chapter  four,  which  pertains  to  descendants  of  Perleman 
Carroll  Bowles^;  chapter  five,  which  pertains  to  de¬ 
scendants  of  William  Mercer  Bowie s^.  All  three  of  these 
men  were  Bone  of  Perleman  Carroll  Bowie and  grandsons 
of  Charles  Bowie  e^-. 

In  order  to  help  identify  each  generation,  a  num¬ 
eral  has  been  placed  after  each  name,  designating  the 
generation.  I  have  arbitrarily  started  with  Charles 
Bowles-*-  as  generation  one,  Perleman  Carroll  Bowles^, 
Charles  Silas  Bowie s^,  and  so  on. 

In  cases  where  families  have  been  traced  back  far¬ 
ther  than  Charles  Bowie s^-,  a  minus  one,  minus  two  or 
minus  «hree  has  been  placed  after  each  name. 

After  twelve  years  of  research,  I  have  learned  that 
it  is  difficult  to  gather  this  type  of  information.  I 
wish  to  make  apologies  for  having  left  out  any  informa¬ 
tion  or  for  having  more  complete  histories  on  certain 
families  than  others. 

Thanks  to  the  many  people  who  have  responded,  time 
ii.tt  time,  when  I  have  asked  for  assistance  in  making 
this  ''■olume  a  reality. 


Leland  C.  Bowles 
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FORWARD 


I  have  found  and  recorded  data  of  over  260  direct 
descendants  of  Charles  Bowles-1-.  There  is  reason  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  there  are  many  more.  We  have  no  record  of 
Charles  Bowles'  three  sons,  Jack,  Elisha- and  Dave,  who 
were  born  after  Charles'  second  marriage  to  widow  An ny 
Southerland  in  1822. 

The  descendants  that  I  have  written  about  are 
those  from  Perleman  Carroll  Bowles^  (1816-1878),  son  of 
Charles  Bowie s^.  P.  C.  Bowles^  had  six  boys  and  four 
girls;  I  have  complete  information  about  only  three  of 
the  boys  (Charles  Silas,  Perleman  Carroll,  William 
Mercer).  We  know  that  some  of  the  other  siblings  had 
descendants,  however  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  de¬ 
termine,  none  of  them  carry  the  name  Bowles. 

As  of  1960,  Charles  S.  Bowles^  has  63  direct  de¬ 
scendants.  There  are  9  Bowles  boys  in  the  sixth  gen¬ 
eration;  no  boys  in  the  seventh. 

Perleman  Carroll  Bowles^  has  98  direct  descendants. 
There  are  7  Bowles  boys  in  the  sixth  generation;  4  in 
the  seventh. 

William  Mercer  Bowles^  has  73  direct  descendants. 
There  were  2  Bowles  boys  in  the  sixth  generation  (both 
dead);  no  boys  in  the  seventh. 

These  Bowles  boys  in  the  sixth  and  seventh  gener¬ 
ation  will  be  the  progenitors  to  future  Bowles  families 

It  might  be  interesting  to  look  at  the  number  of 
descendants  in  each  of  the  generations  recorded. 


Generation 

Bowles 

Male 

Bowles 

Female 

Others* 

Total 

#  1  . 

1 _ 

1 

#  2 . 

4  .... 

5 

#  3 . 

6  .... 

, . .  4  . . 

.  0 . 

,  10 

#  4 . . 

,  16 _ 

.  35 

#  5 . 

,  17  . . .  . 

, . .  27  . . 

.  23 . 

,  67 

#  6  . . 

,  18 _ 

.  113 

#  7 . 

4  .... 

.  30 

To  tal s 

66 

51 

144 

261 

"■When  a  Bowles  woman 

marries, 

her  descendants 

are  no 

longer  "Bowles".  The  seventh  generation  has  just 
started  (during  1950-1960). 
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SECTIOI  I 


Chapter  I 


Origin  of  the  Hame  Bowie* 
Early  Bowles  Families 


BO  VUES 

Origin  of  Name* 

The  name  Bowles,  or  Boles,  is  claimed  "by  some  au¬ 
thorities  to  have  a  Saxon  origin  and  is  derived  from 
the  occupation  of  its  first  bearer  as  Steward  or  Boll- 
man.  Others  say  Bowles  is  derived  from  the  Norse  word 
"hauli11  meaning  "bull,  or  from  the  Yiking  Bolla,  who  is 
said  to  have  gone  with  the  conquering  Norsemen  to  Eng¬ 
land  in  the  9th  Century.  There  are  others  who  claim 
Bowles  comes  from  Norman  origin  and  is  derived  from  one 
of  the  followers  of  William  the  Conqueror  in  the  con¬ 
quest  of  England  in  1066,  who  was  called  Bole  or  Bolle, 
possibly  haven  taken  his  name  from  the  town  of  Bouel- 
les  in  Normandy. 

The  name  is  found  on  records  in  various  forms: 
Bolla,  Bolle,  Boel,  Bollo,  Bowie,  Bolles,  Bowls,  Booles, 
Boles  and  Bowles.  The  last  two  are  the  most  accepted 
in  America  today.  The  American  branch  probably  came 
from  the  County  of  Lincoln,  England. 

William  Bolles  or  Bowles,  3rd  son  of  John  Bolles 
of  Swineshead  and  Haugh,  County  Lincoln,  who  was  Sheriff 
of  that  Shire  in  1477,  is  represented  in  England  by  Old¬ 
field  Bowles,  Esq.  of  North  Aston,  Co.  Oxford.  Oldfield 
married  Gertrude  Bamfylde.  Secondly,  he  married  Mary 
Elton  of  Clevedon  Court,  County  Somerset,  by  whom  he 
had  8  daughters  and  one  eon,  Charles  Oldfield  Bowles, 
Esq.  of  North  Aston,  County  Oxford. 

***** 

EABLT  BOWLES  FAMILIES** 

I.  Among  members  of  the  Virginia  Company  in  1620  was 
Sir  George  Bowles,  the  renowned  Lord  Mayor  of  London. 
The  first  of  the  name  to  emigrate  to  America  was  John 
Bowles,  who  is  said  to  have  come  from  England  to  James¬ 
town,  Virginia  in  1610.  He  returned  to  England  in  1612, 
sailing  on  the  ship  “George". 

♦This  information  from  p.  1  through  p.  22  was  taken  from 
the  Library  of  The  Genealogical  Society,  80  North  Main 
Street,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

**As  far  as  we  know  we  are  not  directly  related  to  any 
of  these  families  nor  are  they  related  to  each  other. 
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John  returned  to  Vii-giaiu  in  1621  with.  Sir  Erancis 
Wyatt  who  arrived  with  1200  planters.  John  later  owned 
a  plantation  on  th*.  East  Shore  of  Warwick  Cove,  Va.  Hie 
will,  probated  July  1,  1664,  showed  that  he  had  landand 
wealth. 

John  Bowles  is  believed  to  have  had  only  one  non 
named  John  II11'.  John  IT  had  a  son  named  John  III,  John 
III  is  said  to  have  married  a  Welch  lady  named  Sarah 
Knight.  John  IV  left  childrens  one  of  his  sons,  John 
V,  married  Betsy  Curd. 

Governor  -Gooch  on  January  12,  1746  issued  a  patent 
to  John  Bowles  IV  for  300  acres  of  land  in  Gooshland 
Co. ,  Virginia. 

Sybella  (Isabella)  Bowles,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Captain  Charles  Simms,  was  the  daughter  of  John  Knight 
Bowles  IV  of  Hanover  County,  Va.  She  was  born  1740, 
died  1813,  thus  likely  a  daughter  of  John  Bowles  IV. 

II.  James  Bowles,  son  of  Tobias  Bowles,  formerly  a 
merchant  of  England,  was  a  merchant  in  St.  Mary's  Com¬ 
pany  in  the  Province  of  Maryland.  His  will  was  probated 
June  13,  1727.  His  first  wife  was  Jane  Lowe,  born  Jan- 
uary  3,  1704.  There  was  Jane  Bowles  by  his  first  wife. 
His  second  wife  was  Rebecca  Addison  by  whom  he  had  2 
daughters.  There  was  Elenor  who  married  William  Gooch, 
son  of  Sir  Wm.  Gooch,  Governor  of  Va.  The  second  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mary,  married  Wm.  Armisted  of  Hess,  1739. 

James  Bowles  died  1727  and  his  wife  Rebecca  re¬ 
married  George  Plater  of  Sotterly,  St.  Mary's  County, 
June  10,  1729.  (Since  there  are  no  sons,  this  familyis 
probably  not  our  ancestors.  L.C. Bowles) 

III.  John  Bowles  and  his  wife  came  from  England  to 
America  and  settled  in  St.  Mary's  County,  Maryland. 
John  had  sons  and  daughters;  William,  John  Baptist, 
Joseph,  Jane,  Susan,  Henrieta  and  Mary.  In  1789,  John 
Baptist,  Joseph,  James  and  Mary  went  to  Scott  County, 
Kentucky.  Other  members  went  to  Missouri. 

IV.  Gideon  Bowles  and  wife  of  Dublin,  Ireland  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  St.  James  Colony.  They  settled  in  Gooch¬ 
land  County,  Virginia.  Gideon  had  one  son  named  Anderson 

♦The  designation  I,  II,  III,  IV,  etc.  after  names  have 
been  inserted  for  identification  only. 
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who  married  Jane  Thomas,  They  lived  in  Cumberland 
County,  Virginia,  and  had  several  children.  There  were 
Caleb,  Sarah,  James,  Gideon,  Ann,  Anderson  Jr.,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Elizabeth,  Augusta  and  David.  Ann  and  Gideon 
died  in  Virginia  but  the  other  children  came  to  Madison 
County,  Kentucky,  with  their  parents  in  1806. 

V.  John  Bowles  was  born  in  England.  He  came  to  America 
in  1636  in  the  ship  "Hope  Well".  He  arrived  in  Boston 
and  moved  to  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  in  1639.  In  1640 
he  and  his  wife  were  admitted  to  the  Church  and  as  an 
elder  on  May  13,  1640,  he  became  a  Freeman  of  the  Colony 
and  was  an  important  figure  in  the  town  affairs.  He 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Free  Schools  in  Roxbury, 
Massachusetts. 

John's  wife,  Dorothy,  died  of  smallpox  in  1649. 
John  married  Elizabeth  Heath  that  same  year.  They  had 
a  daughter  Elizabeth,  born  1650  and  a  son  John  II,  born 
June  27,  1653.  John' s  second  wife  died,  May  5,  1655; 
John  died  July  24,  1680.  He  left  valuable  land,  having 
orchards,  arms,  ammunition  amounting  to  f  769:13:8. 

2.  John  Bowle3  II  graduated  from  Harvard  College 
in  1671.  In  1681  he  was  married  to  Apostle  Eliot's 
granddaughter ,  Sarah  Eliot.  After  five  months  as  an 
elder  of  the  Church  of  Christ  of  Roxbury,  John  II  died 
(1691).  He  left  a  son,  John  III. 

3.  Major  John  Bowles  III  was  born  March  15,  1685. 
When  he  was  6  years  old  his  father  died  and  he  was 
raised  by  Rev.  Walter  of  Roxbury.  Major  Bowles  grad¬ 
uated  '  from  Harvard  in  1703.  He  first  married  Lydia 
Checkley  and  later  married  Frances  White.  In  1728  he 
was  chosen  Representative  of  the  town  of  Roxbury.  He 
was  Justice  of  Peace  for  the  County  of  Suffolk  for  many 
years  and  was  also  Speaker  of  the  House  while  a  member 
of  General  Court.  He  had  five  children  by  his  first 
wife.  One  of  his  daughters,  Mary,  married  Chief  Jus¬ 
tice  Benjamin  Lynde.  He  had  one  son,  Joshua,  by  his 
second  wife. 

4.  Joshua  Bowles,  son  of  Major  John  Bowles,  was 
born  May  3,  1722  in  Roxbury,  Massachusetts.  He  was  a 
carver  of  furniture  and  a  very  religious  man.  Joshua 
married  Mary  Hart  who  died  January  16,  1780,  at  the  age 
of  52  years.  Joshua  died  August  30,  1794  in  Boston. 
He  left:  Joshua,  born  1754,  died  1772;  Sarah,  born 
1756;  Ralph  Hart,  born  1757,  died  1803  in  Maine;  John 
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born  1759,  died  1808  in  Connecticut;  Mary  born  1760; 
Lydia  bora  1764;  William  born  1766,  died  1803  at  sea; 
Sarnuol  born  1762,  died  1813  in  Boston. 

5.  Samuel  Bowles,  son  of  Joshua  .and  Mary,  married 
Sarah  Harris.  To  thorn  wore  born.;  Samuel,  1786-1787; 
Ralph  B».  1787-1028;  Samuel "1788-1789;  John  bora  1789; 
Sarah  Harris  Bowles,  born  1792-1810;  Samuel  1793-1794; 
Joshua  H.  1796-1797;  Adelia  3.  1800-1351;  Samuel  H, 
born  1797,  died  1851. 

6.  Ralph  Hart  Bowles,  1787-1323,  son  of  Samuel 
Bowles,  1762-1813,  was  the  grandson  of  Major  Bowles. 
Ralph  married  Hannah  Crocker,  daughter  of  Rev.  Joshiah 
Crocker  of  Taunton.  Ralph  had  a  son,  Stephen  Jones 
Bowles  of  Roxbury,  Massachusetts.  Stephen  also  lived 
at  Machiaa,  Maine  and  later  settled  there  after  the  war. 
He  was  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Thorndike  Wallace,  October  10,  1823.  Stepkon 
was  a  merchant,  born  July  7,  1797-T,  died  March  26  , 
1846. 

6.  Samuel  Bowles  II,  1797-1051,  a  brother  to 
Ralph  Hart,  was  in  partnership  on  a  newspaper  with  a 
distant  Kinsman,  Frederick  D.  Bolles.  Samuel  married 
Hulda  Doming  1796-1871.  They  had  the  following  chil¬ 
dren;  Albert  Bowie s, 1823-1823;  Julia  Bowles,  1824-1851; 
Samuel  Bowles  III,  1826-1878;  Amelia  Peabody  1828-1896; 
Benjamin  F.  Bowles.  1833-1876. 

7.  Benjamin  F.  Bowles  was  born  in  Springfield, 
Missouri  and  died  in  Paris,  France  in  1876.  He  married 
Mary  Elizabeth  Baby,  born  1833,  died  1914.  To  this 
union  was  born  Francis  Tiffany  BowIog. 

8.  Francis  Tiffany  Bowles  was  born  1858.  He  was 
a  Naval  Admiral  and  had  a  son,  Thomas  Savage  Bowles. 

9.  Thomas  Savage  Bowles  was  born  in  Virginia  in 
1888  and  died  1910. 

VI.  Chief  John  Bowles,  son  of  a  Scotch  Irish  father 
and  a  Cherokee  mother  was  born  1755,  possibly  in  North 
Carolina.  Chief  Bowles  was  a  colorful  warrior  who  was 
killed  in  an  Indian  war  about  1840. 

VII.  VAN  DOVER  and  BOWLES  CEMETERY  (Missouri) 

Mrs.  Wm.  Stoecker,  descendant  of  Van  Dover,  married  a 
Bowles. 

James  Bowles  died  March  19,  1877,  age  37. 

Cornelia  E.  Bowles,  daughter  of  Jos.  and  S.  Bowles 
died  June  1882,  age  14. 
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Margaret  Bowles  born  1847. 

Willie  N.  Bowles  died  January  6,  1852,  age  34. 
Elizabeth  A.  Van  Dover,  of  Hon.  Anderson 
Bowles  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1814.  She  came  to 
Missouri  in  1830  and  married  Anderson  Bowles  in  1832. 
She  died  1882.  (ihis  Anderson  Bowles  could  possibly  be 
a  descendant  of  Anderson  and  Jane  Bowles  of  Cumberland 
County,  Virginia.  See  Bowles  family  No.  IV) 

VIII.  John  Soloman  Bowles,  born  in  Houston, Texas,  Sep¬ 
tember  13,  1842;  he  moved  to  Austin  at  the  age  of  five. 
In  1868  he  married  Marcella  Huling  by  whom  he  had  three 
sons  and  four  daughters.  No  further  information. 

IX.  Comrad  Jack  Bowles,  Meriwether  County,  Georgia, 
1840-1913,  was  twice  married  and  left  a  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren.  (This  could  be  one  of  P.C.  Bowles'  half  brothers. 
There  were  Jack,  Dave  and  Elisha. ) 

X.  Joseph  W.  Bowles,  born  in  Rockford,  North  Carolina, 
July  1836,  moved  with  his  parents  to  Indiana  when  he 
was  young.  At  the  age  of  22  Joseph  went  west  to  Kansas 
and  Colorado.  He  had  sons  Charles,  Edward,.  Walter  and 
Harry.  Joseph  probably  died  in  Denver  around  1900. 

XI.  Margret  Bowles,  of  Loughborough  House,  Parish  of 
Lambeth,  County  Surrey,  had  sons;  John,  Humphrey,  Ed¬ 
ward,  Richard,  Benjamin,  Phineas,  Thomas  and  William. 
Margret' s  will  was  probated  1737.  Lambeth  is  southwest 
of  London. 

XII.  Washington  County,  State  of  Maryland. 

John  Bowles  was  born  1766  and  married  Jane  Bowles,  bom 
1764.  They  had  children  named;  Thomas  Bowles,  born 
November  28,  1795;  Jane  Bowles,  born  April  17,  1798; 

Mary,  1801;  Salley,  1803;  John  S.  Bowles,  born  1309. 

XIII.  Wells  Family,  Sugar  Hill,  Lisbon,  New  Hampshire. 

Jonathan  Bowles,  born  May  8,  1779,  married  Phebe 

"Parker"  Bowles,  born  June  12,  1776. 

Children; 

Benjamin  Bowles,  born  October  15,  1797. 

Polly  Bowles,  born  August  30,  1799. 

Leonard  Bowles,  born  August  20,  1801. 
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Araasa  Bowles,  born  December  27,  1802. 

Chandler  Bowles,  born  June  25,  1804. 

Phebe  Bowles,  born  June  17,  1806. 

Sarah  Bowles,  born  May  6,  1807. 

Simon  Bowles,  born  February  3,  1809. 

Abigail  Bowles,  born  October  5,  1810. 

John  Bowles,  born  February  29,  1812. 

Lovina  Bowles,  born  August  3,  1814. 

George  P.  Bowles,  born  January  27,  1816. 

Esther  Bowles,  born  September  3,  1818. 

XIV.  Charles  Bowles,*  a  young  stalwart  man,  dark  of 
complexion,  having  some  blood  of  Ham  flowing  in  his 
veins,  and  hair  slightly  kinky,  had  just  settled  on  top 
of  a  fertile  ridge  over  which  wound  the  Height  O' Land 
toward  Tarleton  Lake.  (Coventry,  Warren  County,  New 
Hampshire)  He  was  a  good  man,  religiously  inclined, 
somewhat  given  to  preaching,  and  when  aroused  he  was 
decidedly  in  favor  of  war.  More  than  once  he  shouldered 
his  musket  and  went  away  to  war. 

He  enlisted  in  the  army  during  the  Revolutionary 
War  on  July  24,  1776,  and  served  under  Captain  Jeremiah 
Post.  He  was  discharged  September  25,  1776,  after  two 

months  and  three  days.  He  received  9  p  9  shillings. 

After  the  war  he  married  Molly  Corliss.  He  settled 
down,  labored  hard  on  week  days  and  preached  on  Sundays. 
He  and  Molly  raised  a  large  respectable  family.  They 
lived  on  a  180  acre  farm. 

Charles  later  became  a  Free  Will  Baptist  preacher 
and  was  considered  one  of  the  Saints  of  the  church. 
There  has  been  printed  a  300  page  volume  giving  his 
history  and  his  wonderful  power  and  eloquence  as  a 
minister.  There  was  no  record  of  his  father  or  mother, 
other  than  that  he  was  a  mulatto  as  was  pointed  out  in 
his  description. 

Family  Record  of  Charles  and  Molly  Bowles: 

Charles,  born  October  2,  1760,  Hanover,  Mass. 

Molly,  born  March  3,  1768,  Salem,  New  Hampshire. 
Married  April  14,  1784. 

James,  born  December  19,  1784,  Warren,  N.  H. 

Molly,  born  December  12,  1787,  Warren,  H.  H. 

♦Taken  from  the  History  of  Warren  County, 
shire. 
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Charles,  horn  January  24,  1789,  Warren,  N.  H. 

Elenor,  horn  May  18,  1792. 

Jesse,  horn  February  26,  1795. 

Euna,  horn  May  17,  1797. 

Hannah,  horn  March  3,  1799. 

Jonathan,  horn  January  12,  1801,  died  1803. 

Sarah,  horn  May  20,  1803. 

XV.  RECORDS  FROM  VARIOUS  COUNTIES  IN  TENNESSEE. 

Humphreys  Co.,  1820  Census,  Robert  Bowles,  widower, 
1  hoy  and  1  girl  under  10  years  of  age. 

Stewart  County,  1820  Census,  Army  Bowles,  3  sons  and 
two  daughters. 

Warren  Co.,  1820  Census,  John  M.  Eowles,  and  wife, 
both  over  45  years,  4  sons  under  16,  4  daughters  under 
16,  1  daughter  over  16. 

Maury  Co.,  1820  Census,  no  Bowles  mentioned. 

Maury  Co.,  1830  Census,  Young  Boles,  under  40,  wife 
under  30,  two  boys  under  15,  3  girls  under  15. 

(Since  the  Maury  County  Census  records  were  checked 
and  no  Bowles  were  found  listed  in  1820,  P.C. 's  father 
and  family  must  have  moved  right  after  P.C.  was  horn, or 
they  may  not  have  been  recorded. 

Robert  Bowles,  listed  above  fits  P.C. 's  family, 
but  he  is  listed  as  living  in  Humphreys  County.  P.  C. 
and  his  sister  would  have  been  under  10  at  this  time 
and  their  mother  could  have  been  dead.  These  are  only 
assumptions. ) 
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Chapter  2 

Our  Early  Ancestors 
Charles  Bowles^ 
Perleman  Carroll  Bowles^ 


CHARLES  BOWLES^-,  father  of  Perleman  Carroll  Bowles2, 
was  probably  born  around  1780  or  1790.  It  is  not  known 
where  he  was  born;  however,  judging  from  the  different 
Bowles  families  known  to  have  lived  in  Virginia,  Mary¬ 
land,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  he  could  have  been  born 
in  either  of  these  states.  Our  first  record  of  him  was 
when  he  lived  in  Maury  County,  Tennessee.*  His  son 
P.  C.  was  born  there  January  16,  1816. 

Charles  had  a  son,  perleman  Carroll  as  mentioned 
above.  There  was  'also  a  daughter,  Bet  tie,  born  during 
his  first  marriage.  Charles  had  three  sons  by  his  sec¬ 
ond  wife.  Their  names  were  Jack,  Elisha  and  Dave. 

Nothing  more  is  known  about  Charles  and  his  first 
or  second  wife. 

PERLEMAN  CARROLL  BOWLES2,  son  of  Charles  Bowie  si, 
and  father  of  Charles  Silas  Bowles2,  was  born  in  Maury 
County,  Tennessee,  January  16,  1816.  When  P.  C.  was  a 
very  young  boy  his  mother  died,  leaving  P.  C.  and  his 
sister  Bettie.  It  was  October  18,  1822,  when  P.  C. 's 
father  remarried  a  widow  Anny  Southerland  who  had  some 
children  of  her  own.  It  was  said  that  the  stepmother 
was  unkind  to  P.  C.  and  Bettie.  She  even  made  them  eat 
at  another  table,  not  allowing  them  to  eat  with  her  and 
her  own  children.  Not  too  much  is  known  about  the  na¬ 
ture  of  this  situation,  however  when  Bettie  died  at  the 
age  of  12  or  13  years,  P.  C.  refused  to  live  with  his 
father  and  stepmother.  It  was  about  this  time  that 
P.  C.  hired  out  to  a  man  who  was  driving  a  herd  of  hogs 
to  Mississippi.  This  was  probably  about  1835  or  1837 
because  P.  C.  later  hired  out  to  Rev.  Silas  Dobbs  of 
Noxubee  County,  Mississippi,  and  married  his  daughter, 
Kitty,  February  25,  1838. 

Silas  Dobbs  had  been  looking  for  a  man  to  work  for 
him  and  a  friend  recommended  P.  C.  to  Silas  who  gave 
him  room  and  board  in  the  Dobbs'  home.  P.  C.  was  22 
years  old,  but  he  had  done  a  great  deal  of  "growing  up". 

♦According  to  correspondence  from  Mrs.  J.  L.  Donoho, 
Columbia,  Tennessee,  a  record  was  found  (1959)  showing 
that  a  Charles  Boles  married  Anny  Southerland,  October 
18,  1822.  Alston  Southerland  was  bondsman.  We  do  know 
that  P.  C.  Bowles'  father  married  a  widow  Southerland 
about  that  time  and  that  this  Bowles  is  probably  his 
father. 
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His  childhood  had  made  of  him  a  rather  "hardened*  man. 
He  never  quite  got  over  the  fact  that  his  own  father 
had  married  a  woman  who  had  been  so  mean  to  him  and  his 
sister.  He  never  quite  understood  how  his  father  could 
let  another  woman  treat  his  own  children  as  she  did. 
He  learned  at  a  young  age  that  life  was  not  easy.  This 
he  probably  never  forgot.  This  also,  may  have  helped 
mold  a  man  of  character;  a  man  loved  by  those  who  knew 
him.  It  was  soon  after  P.  C.  hired  out  to  Silas  Dobbs 
that  he  fell. in  love  with,  and  married  Dobbs'  daughter, 
Kitty,  who  was  only  fifteen  years  old  at  the  time. 

P.  C.  and  Kitty  moved,  with  Silas  Dobbs,  to  Choc¬ 
taw  County  in  December  of  1840.  P.  C.  never  returned 
to  his  family  in  Tennessee.  He  always  thought  that  he 
would  go  back  to  see  his  father  but  he  never  got  around 
to  going. 

P.  C.  did  have  word  of  his  family.  He  learned 
that  his  father  and  stepmother  had  three  sons.  There 
were  Jack,  Elisha  and  Dave.  It  is  known  that  Jack 
later  lived  in  Illinois  and  had  a  daughter  named  Ammy* 
who  corresponded  with  P.  C.'s  son, Charles  Silas  Bowles. 
During  the  Civil  War  Dave  went  by  to  see  P.  C. ,  his 
half  brother,  on  his  way  home.  Dave's  wife  had  written 
him  that  the  hogs  were  ready  to  butcher,  but  that  she 
had  no  salt  to  cure  the  meat.  Dave  went  AWQL  and  head¬ 
ed  north  to  his  home,  probably  in  Northern  Mississippi 
or  Southern  Tennessee.  It  was  on  his  way  that  he 
stopped  by  to  see  P.C.  Bowles.  He  spent  only  one  night. 
Dave  never  bothered  to  return  to  his  unit  because  the 
war  was  soon  over. 

There  were,  at  one  time,  some  of  our  relatives  who 
lived  at  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas.  It  could  have  been  that 
this  was  Elisha.  It  is  thought  that  he  once  lived  in 
Arkansas.  (This  information  is  from  Miss  Kitty  Bowles, 
a  granddaughter  of  Perleman  Carroll  BowlesS. ) 

It  is  said  that  P.  C. ,  a  young  lad  who  had  nothing 
when  he  arrived  in  Noxubee  County,  Mississippi,  was  a 
hard  working  man  who  tried  to  save  some  of  what  he  was 
paid  by  Mr.  Dobbs.  He  spent  his  money  wisely  and  only 

♦If  Jack  Bowles  had  a  daughter  named  Ammy  it  is  very 
likely  that  she  was  named  after  her  grandmother  Anny 
( A- Southerland  Bowles. 
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when  he  thought  it  was  necessary.  Apparently  he  was  a 
good  business  man. 

P.  C.  later  homesteaded  some  land  in  Choct.  *  Co., 
Mississippi,  but  he  also  bought  several  hundred  acres 
of  uncultivated  land  for  which  he  paid  under  one  dollar 
per  acre.  At  one  time  he  bought  about  1200  acres  a- 
cross  Bywy  Creek.  He  just  kept  purchasing  all  of  the 
land  he  could  during  the  Civil  War  and  at  the  end  of 
the  war  he  had  several  hundred  acres,  most  of  which  he 
acquired  undeveloped  and  then  cleared  and  cultivated. 
There  seems  to  have  been  a  law  after  the  Civil  War  that 
stated  that  when  a  man  died  his  estate  was  to  be  re¬ 
duced  to  320  acres.  Consequently,  the  "Old  Home  Place" 
contains  only  320  acres.  During  P.  C. 1 s  life,  he  and 
his  boys  farmed  the  hundreds  of  acres  of  land  which  he 
acquired. 

P.  C.  was  a  quiet  man,  but  when  he  said  something, 
people  usually  "listened  and  took  heed".  In  a  way  he 
was  a  sort  of  peculiar  man.  Even  so,  he  had  a  host  of 
commendable  qualities.  He  did  not  believe  in  slaves  or 
war.  He  never  owned  a  slave  but  instead  he  always  did 
what  he  could  to  induce  their  freedom.  This  stand  often 
made  him  unpopular  with  slave  owners. 

Perleman  Carroll's  boy,  John,  married  a  big  slave 
owner's  daughter  and  she  was  given  several  slaves  by  her 
father  as  a  wedding  gift.  Of  course  this  caused  con¬ 
siderable  tension  between  the  families.  It  was  soon 
after  this  that  the  slaves  were  freed.*  On  one  occa r- 
sion  there  were  some  white  people  who  were  bitter  about 
the  freeing  of  the  slaves  so  they  planned  to  go  to  a 
certain  negro's  house  and  whip  him  and  scuff  him  up  a 
little.  These  white  people  thought  that  his  freedom 
was  "going  to  his  head  and  that  he  needed  to  be  taken 
down  a  notch  or  two" .  The  negro  was  warned  so  he  was 

hiding  in  his  house.  He  just  stood  behind  the  door, 

swinging  an  ax  as  each  man  entered.  Before  the  men 
could  realize  what  was  happening,  he  had  killed  one  and 
injured  three  or  four  of  them.  The  rest  of  the  men 
went  home  to  make  further  plans.  In  the  meantime,  the 
negro  knew  that  to  stay  there  in  his  home  would  mean 
death  so  he  left  and  was  not  to  be  found  anywhere.  When 
the  men  discovered  that  the  negro  could  not  be  found, 
they  were  just  sure  that  P.  C.  Bowles  was  giving  him 

*It  is  said  that  P.C.  Joined  groups  to  help  give  slaves 
their  freedom. 
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protection.  The  men  promptly  composed  a  letter  which 
they  sent  to  P.  C.  It  stated,  in  part,  that  "they  were 

coming  to  kill  P.  C.  Bowles  and  his  boys - and  burn 

him  out".  When  P„  C.  received  the  letter,  he  and  his 
boys  dropped  their  work  and  lost  no  time  cleaning  guns 
and  preparing  for  the  trouble  that  was  sure  to  come. 
P.  C.  had  about  six  sons  and  possibly  a  couple  of  sons- 
in-lav  at  the  time  and  they  were  ready  for  whatever 
shooting  that  was  necessary.  However,  it  happened  that 
John,  the  son  who  was  married  to  the  ex-slave  owner's 
daughter,  went  to  the  men  and  warned  them  that  if  they 
wanted  to  stay  healthy  and  alive,  they  had  better  stay 
away  from  the  Bowles'  place.  The  whole  incident  blew 
over  and  there  was  not  too  much  more  said  about  it. 
This  was  between  1865  and  1870. 

John  did  not  live  much  longer  after  this  trouble. 
He  was  yet  a  young  man,  under  40  and  died  rather  sud¬ 
denly.  He  had  had  a  quarrel  with  his  wife,  ate  his 
supper  and  walked  out  of  his  house.  He  died  that  same 
evening.  Uiere  was  some  suspicion  that  he  had  been 
poisoned  but  nothing  was  done  about  it. 

On  another  occasion,  P.  C.  and  his  boys  were  haul¬ 
ing  several  ox-loads  of  baled  cotton  to  the  market.  It 
was  about  a  50  mile  haul  and  took  several  days  to  go, 
sell  the  cotton,  buy  supplies  and  return  home.  One  time 
they  were  in  line  going  into  the  cotton  yard  to  unload 
when  a  man,  with  several  negroes  driving  wagons,  tried 
to  cut  into  the  line  ahead  of  P.  C. ' s  son,  Charles 
Silas.  P.  C.  told  Charles,  "If  that  negro  tries  to  cut 
in  again,  you  take  that  ax  handle  and  knock  him  In  the 
head".  Apparently  the  negro  heard  what  was  said  because 
he  did  not  try  to  cut  in  again. 

As  has  already  been  said,  P.  C.  was  a  hard  working 
man  who  knew  how  to  make  and  save  money.  It  is  also 
said  that  he  made  whiskey  on  the  side.  He  had  a  kettle 
that  held  30  gallons.  He  would  cut  down  a  poplar  tree 
and  saw  a  block  which  he  would  trim  to  fit  in  the  tap 
of  the  kettle.  He  would  then  bore  a  hole  and  insert 
the  tube  through  which  the  solution  escaped  for  conden¬ 
sation.  Some  of  his  best  customers  were  negroes  who 
hauled  him  grain  out  of  which  he  made  the  whiskey.  He 
kept  half  of  what  he  made  for  his  share.  He  also  made 
wines,  brandies,  etc.,  and  he  was  considered  to  be  a 
fair  ^and  at  distilling.  P.  C. ' s  grandchildren  say 
that  as  far  as  is  known  he  did  not  drink.  However  there 
was  usually  whiskey  in  the  house. 


. 
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P.  C.  lived  an  honest  life  but  he  was  never  what 
one  would  call  a  religious  man.  His  father-in-law 
never  really  liked  him,  at  least  he  did  not  like  some 
of  his  ideas  about  what  waB  right  or  wrong.  However, 
he  did  have  respect  for  his  honesty  and  integrity.  P. 
C.  did  attend  church;  in  fact,  it  was  during  a  revival 
that  P.  C.  and  a  friend  had  witnessed  a  particularly 
inspiring-  sermon  when  the  friend  slapped  P.  C.  on  the 
beck  and  said,  "Well,  one  more  sermon  like  this  and  they 
will  get  both  of  us  to  join  the  church". 

The  Baptist  affiliation  probably  comes  from  P.C.'s 
wife's  family,  several  of  whom  have  been  preachers.  It 
might  be  added  that  even  though  P.  C. 1 8  values  may  not 
have  been  as  "  Chri  r,  t  ian-lilce"  as  they  could  have  been, 
his  soundness  of  judgement  and  character  plus  Kitty's 
religious  attributes  have  been  responsible  for  several 
generations  of  good  Christian  families. 

For  several  years  P.  C.  had  charge  of  the  Bywy 
Post  Office  which  was  in  his  home.  He  told  his  wife 
Kitty  before  he  died  to  never  open  another  sack  of 
mail  after  his  death.  When  P.  C.  died,  Buck  Dobbs 
(Kitty's  brother)  took  the  post  office  to  his  home  and 
kept  it  until  rural  routes  were  started. 

P.  C.  Bowles^  died  May  17,  1878,  and  was  buried 

in  the  Dobbs-Bowles  Cemetery.  This  cemetery  is  well 
over  100  years  old  (i960).  The  first  person  was  buried 
there  around  1850.  More  than  a  dozen  of  Buck  Lobb ' s 
slaves  were  buried  there  and  people  are  presently  being 
buried  there.  It  was  in  this  cemetery  that  in  1957,  J. 
W.  Bowles'  wife,  his  two  sons  and  one  stepson  were 
buried  there  the  same  day.  'Hi is  was  after  an  automo¬ 

bile  accident  that  took  the  lives  of  five  of  the  six 
people  who  were  in  the  automobile.* 

P.  C.  Bowles'  old  home  place  was  built  of  hand 
finished  logs  and  stood  until  about  1953  when  it  was 
torn  down  and  rebuilt.  When  P.  C.  died  he  left  Kitty 
with  a  pretty  good  estate.  She  had  enough  money  to  keep 
her  for  the  rest  of  her  life.  It  is  said  that  his  son 
William  Mercer  spent  at  least  a  reasonable  amount  while 
he  was  a  young  man.  It  is  also  said  that  he  did  con¬ 
siderable  drinking. 

The  P.  C.  Home  Place  went  to  William  Mercer  Bowles 
when  P.  C.  died.  It  was  not  until  around  1900  that  all 
of  the  children  of  P.  C.  decided  to  deed  their  share  of 

*See  page  75. 
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the  place  to  William  Mercer  Bowles3  because  he  had  tak¬ 
en  care  of  his  mother,  Kitty.  When  William  Mercer  died, 
the  place  went  to  his  son,  David  Percer  Bowlesd.* 

To  P.  C.  Bowles^  and  Kitty  was  born  John  B.,  Nov. 
12,  1838*  He  married  Hhoda  Robinson  in  1863;  one  girl, 
Kitty,  was  born  to  John  and  Rhoda..  They  lived  on  the 
Robinson's  plantation  and  farmed.  However,  after  John 
returned  from  the  Civil  War,  he  was  unable  to  farm.  He 
had  lost  part  of  his  right  elbow  by  gunshot  and  decided 
that  a  lighter  type  of  work  would  be  more  suitable.  He 
operated  a  general  store  thereafter.**  It  is  said  that 
Hhoda  smoked  a  pipe  and  that  a  negro  that  John  owned 
always  filled  her  pipe  when  she  was  ready  to  smoke. 
Rhoda  was  a  Cornwall  and  had  three  girls  andone  boy  be¬ 
fore  she  married  John.  After  they  were  married  theyhad 
the  one  girl,  Kitty.  Nothing  is  known  of  Kitty.  John 
died  1871. 

Second  child  of  P.  C.  and  Kitty  was  Mary  Jane 
Bowles3,  born  June  10,  1841.  She  married  Thomas  Hallman 
in  1861,  To  this  union  was  born  Sarny  Hallman;  Thomas 
Hallman;  P.  C.  Hallman;  John  Hallman;  Silas  Hallman  and 
Mattie  Hallman.  It  is  said  that  Thomas  was  a  rich  slave 
owner  who  had  many  slaves  and  some  land.  After  the 
slaves  wore  freed,  Thomas  was  broken  financially.  The 
children  later  told  how  they  had  a  negro  who  washed 
their  feet  for  them  every  night.  Mary  Jane  died  1903. 
No  further  information  about  Mary  Jane  Bowles'  children. 

Third  child  was  Frances  Catherine  Bowles  who  was 
born  March  10,  1844.  Nothing  more  is  known  about  her. 

Fourth  child  was  Perleman  Carroll  Bowles3,  (p  55) 

Fifth  child  was  Charles  Silas  Bowles3,  (p  19) 

Sixth  child  was  James  Aderman  Bowles,  born  April 
10,  1855.  He  married  Rhoena  Riding  and  later  married 
Alma  Harris.  Little  is  known  about  James,  however  there 
is  a  story  told  about  him  when  he  was  a  little  boy.  In 
those  days  people  measured  a  drink  in  terms  of  thumbs. 
When  James  found  a  bottle  he  decided  to  have  a  couple  of 
thumbs,  but  it  seems  that  he  was  a  little  confused  about 
how  to  measure  "by  fums"  as  he  called  it.  Instead  of 
measuring  across,  he  measured  lengthwise.  As  a  result, 
he  had  a  pretty  good  drink.  It  is  not  known  exactly 
what  happened,  but  when  he  awoke  they  asked  him  what 
had  happened.  He  said,  11 1  just  drank  two  little  fums". 

*3ee  ..age  75. 

**See  page  83. 
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Seventh  child  was  Margret  Ellen  Bowles,  bora  Oct. 
30,  1358,  She  married  William  McCoy  in  1877  and  to 
this  union  was  born  Kitty  McCoy,  Willie  McCoy,  Flora 
McCoy.  Ellen  died  in  1903;  no  further  information  re¬ 
garding  her  descendants. 

Eighth  child  was  Sarah  Frances  Bowles,  born  March 

26,  1862.  Probably  died  in  infancy. 

Ninth  child  was  William  Mercer  Bowles,  born  May 

27,  1867.  See  page  71  for  history. 

Tenth  child  was  David  Bowles,  born  around  1845; 
died  in  infancy.  (Probably  the  fourth  child  born  to 
P.  C.  and  Kitty. ) 

Obituary;  Perleman  Carroll  Bowie b^,  as  taken  from  the  In¬ 
land  Recorder,  Chester,  Choctaw  County,  Miss.,  May  24, 
1878,  Vol.  1,  No.  28.  (a  copy  of  this  paper  is  in  the 
possession  of  Miss  Kitty  Bowles,  Grandview,  Texas. ) 

Died,  at  his  residence  in  Choctaw  County,  on  the 
I7th  day  of  May,  1878,  Mr.  P.  C.  Bowles,  Sr.,  aged  64 
yrs.,  3  months  and  1  day.  The  deceased  was  born  January 
16,  1816,  in  Maury  County,  Tennessee.  Moved  to  Noxubee 
County,  Miss.,  in  1837  and  on  the  25th  of  February  1838, 
he  was  united  by  the  Holy  bonds  of  wedlock  to  Miss  Kitty 
Dobbs,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Silas  Dobbs.  He  re¬ 
moved  to  this  County  in  1341  where  he  remained  till 
Death's  dread  messenger  called  him  away  to  his  long 
home.  He  never  took  upon  himself  the  forms  of  cere¬ 
monies  of  any  particular  church,  but  having  made  a  pro¬ 
fession  of  religion  when  quite  young  his  character  was 
that  of  a  Christian  gentleman,  and  Lis  pious  deportment 
through  life  speaks  eloquently  for  him,  as  a  true  and 
noble  soldier  of  God's  grand  Army  of  Christians.  I 
have  been  intimately  acquainted  with  Mr.  Bowles  for  23 
years,  and  always  found  him  to  be  a  straight  forward 
upright  man.  As  a  neighbor  he  was  kind  and  accommodat¬ 
ing,  as  a  friend,  sincere  and  true,  upright  and  just, 
as  a  citizen,  kind  and  affectionate  as  a  husband  and 
father,  his  family  and  community  at  large  have  sustained 
a  great  loss.  It  was  on  the  27  of  April  that  the  dec¬ 
eased  was  suddenly  stricken  with  that  severe  and  pain¬ 
ful  malady  paralysis.  His  suffering  was  intense  until 
death  came  to  his  relief.  Everything  that  could  be 
done  by  loving  friends  and  his  skillful  family  physi¬ 
cian  was  bestowed  upon  him,  but  of  no  avail. 
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The  eternal  fiat  had  been  spoken  and  Heaven's  re¬ 
cording  angel  had  sent  forth  the  angelic  messenger  that 
was  to  hurst  asunder  the  shackles  that  hound  his  im¬ 
mortal  spirit  to  earth,  and  hear  him  up  on  loves  bright 
pinions  to  receive  at  the  throne  of  Gad  the  plaudit, 
"Well  done  good  and  faithful  servant."  In  his  death  the 
golden  link  has  been  welded  jfchat  will  bind  his  loved 
ones  here  on  earth  to  the  bright  "beautiful  beyond". 
Then  mourn  not  ye  who  are  sorrowing  under  this  great 
affliction.  Your  loved  husband  and  affectionate  father 
hath  suffered-  his  last  time,  the  gloomy  shadows  that 
dismally  hang  over  the  humble  pilgrim  in  his  journey  on 
this  earth,  and  the  mournful  drapery  of  affliction  that 
like  a  funeral  pall  shrouded  the  memory  of  his  death 
should  be  precious  lessons,  and  inspiring  examples,  to 
encourage  you  to  battle  on  over  life's  stormy  billows, 
with  an  eye  ever  fixed  with  dauntless  courage  upon  the 
beacon  lights  that  glow  brightly  along  the  shores  of 
"Canaan’s  heavenly  land".  A  friend. 


SECTION  I 
Chapter  3 


Descendants  of 
Charles  Silas  Bowles 
(Third  Generation) 


CHARLES  SILAS  BOWLES^,  son  of  Perleman  Carroll 
Bowles,  was  Lorn  in  Choctaw  County,  Mississippi,  July 
21,  1852.  There  was  a  Post  Office  on  the  Bowles  farm 

known  as  Bywy,  probably  named  after  the  Bywy  River. 
However,  after  about  1878  it  was  closed  up  and  moved  to 
Math i son,  Mississippi. 

Charles  Silas  was  a  mars7' of  sound  character,  al¬ 
ways  attempting  to  be  a  good  man  and  neighbor.  He  wa3 
a  dfcacti  i  and  church  clerk  for  the  Mt.  Pisgah  Baptist 
Church  for  about  15  years.  He  kept  ail  the  records, 
drew  up  minutes,  kept  'records  of  people  who  belonged  to 
the  church,  when  they  joined,  whether  by  letter,  etc. 
Ho  took  his  work  very  seriously,,  He  was  one  to  fret 
and  worry  if  things  did  not  go  off  right.  On  one  occa¬ 
sion  Charles  had  ridden  LvV.  eback  to  Maybe n  to  bring 
the.  preacher  back  for  the  monthly  visit  in  the  church. 
He  had  led  a  horse  for  the  preacher  to  ride,  and  on  the 
way  back,  Charles  and  the  preacher  were  getting  pretty 
v/e ary.  The  road  was  muddy  from  rain.  The  horses  were 

tired  and  so  were  the  men.  They  were  still  4  or  5  miles 
from  Mt.  Pisgah  and  it  seemed  doubtful  that  they  would 
arrive  at  the  church  in  time  to  deliver  the  sermon.' 
Charles,  in  a  rather  defeated  manner,  said  11  Well,  we 
will  never  make  it  there  in  time  to  preach11 .  The 
preacher  saw  that  he  was  worried  and  tried  to  say  some¬ 
thing  that  would  put  him  at  ease.  He  pulled  out  his 
watch  and  with  a  glance,  calmly  3aia,  11  Why,  Brother 
Bowles,  we  are  not  late  yet,  it  is  only  10:58".  Charles 
grabbed  for  his  watch,  straightened  up  in  his  saddle 
and  said,  "Why,  preacher,  your  watch  can’t  be  right, 
you  are  away  behind  tima;  my  watch  says  two  minutes  to 
eleven" . 

After  Charles  left  Mississippi  his  brother  William 
Mercer  (Billy)  took  over  the  Church  clerk  position. 

Charles  married  Mary  Viola  Harris*  December  19, 
1877.  After  they  were  married  they  went  to  live  with 
his  father- in-law  (Elisha Harris)  and  work  his  land  which 
was  6  miles  west  on  Big  Black  River.  When  P.  C.  died 
in  1878,  Charles  went  back  to  the  home  place  where  he 

*See  page  95  for  Harris  family 
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lived  and  farmed  until  his  younger  brother,  William,  was 
old  enough  to  take  over  the  farm.  It  was  around  this 
time  that  Charles  obtained  his  first  land.  He  started 
with  40  acres  which  his  father  left  him.  He  then  bought 
his  sister  Ellen's  40  acres  and  another  80  which  made 
him  160  acres.  His  farm  was  across  Bywy  River  about  2 
miles  north  of  the  home  place. 

Charles  lived  on  this  farm  until  1917.  It  was 
here  that  he  raised  his  family.  Some  of  the  boys  had 
already  married  and  left  home  before  he,  his  wife  and 
the  younger  members  of  the  family,  moved  to  Grandview, 
Texas.  Charles'  daughter,  Kitty  Bowles,  has  in  her  pos¬ 
session  a  powdergourd  that  Charles  ~ade  around  1878. 

Before  leaving  Mississippi  Charles  sold  most  of 
their  household  goods  and  earn.  to  Texas  by  train.  This 
was  in  "February,  1917.  They  stayed  with  Walter  (a  son 
who  had  previously  come  to  Texas)  the  first  year. 
Charles,  his  wife  Mary,  daughter  Kitty  and  son,  Irwin, 
moved  into  Grandview  and  live’  ioioea  the  creek  from 
V/.  H.  Davis  Place.  He  and  1.  rn  rented  a  little  place 
south  of  Grandview  and  worked  i!  for  one  year.  The  next 
year  Charles  rented  the  Brown  place  east  of  Grandview 
where  he  lived  for  7  or  8  years.  His  son  Walter  uoved 
to  this  same  place  the  year  A'.aiies  moved  to  Auburn,  a  - 
bout  10  miles  East  of  Grandview,  on  the  May pearl  road. 
It  was  at  this  time  (1926)  that  he  bought  10  acres  of 
land  Just  about  100  yards  southwest  of  the  Auburn 
Store.  He  paid  $600  for  the  house  and  land.  la  1943 
Kitty  cold  the  same  property  for  cr.ly  $300.  The  house 
was  run  down  and  in  bad  repair. 

Charles  lived  there  until  his  death,  June  2,  1931, 
He  died  with  cancer  of  the  Jaw  after  much  p  ..ia  and  suf¬ 
fering. 

Charles  is  remembered  by  his  grandchildren  as  a 
man  who  liked  to  have  his  children  and  gra  dchildren 
visit  him  on  weekends.  He  took  pride  in  cutting  big 
red  watermelons  and  watching  his  grandchildren  eat  un¬ 
til  they  could  eat  no  more.  He  liked  to  tease  and  had 
a  rather  dry,  subtle  sense  of  humor  that  might  not  have 
been  appreciated  by  everyone.  However,  it  can  be  said 
that  his  character  was  held  in  esteem  by  everyone.  He 
wore  a  beard  until  his  death,  and  was  the  last  gener¬ 
ation  of  Bowles  to  wear  a  beard. 
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To  Charles  Silas  find.  Mary  Viola  Bowles  was  'born: 
Charles  Augustus,  Kitty  E, ,  Elisha  Phileman,  Joseph 
Powell,  Jame3  Willie  who  died  in  infancy,  Walter  Harvy, 
Luther  Rice,  Jesse  Mercer,  Frank  Hurvy,  and  Irwin 
Marshall.  All  of  these  Bowles1  came  to.  Texas  and  made 
their  home  around  Grandview,  Texas.  (Histories  of  these 
families  will  he  found  on  the  following  pages.  ) 

Obituary:  Charles  Silos  Bowles,  as  taken  from  the  Grand¬ 
view  Tribune, .  Grandview-,  Texas,  Friday,  June  12,  1931. 

Death  of  C.  S.  Bowles 

Funeral  services  for  C.  S.  Bowles  were  held  at  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Grandview,  at  2:30  O'clock 
Wednesday  afternoon.  Rev.  Fay  Hinton  conducted  the 
services.  Internment  was  made  in  Grandview  Cemetery. 

Mr.  Bowles  was  73  years  of  age,  was  born  in  Choctaw 
County,  Mississippi,  July  21,  1852  and  came  to  Texas  in 
1917. 

He  was  married  to  MiBS  Mary  Viola  Harris  December 
19,  1877.  To  this  union  was  horn  10  children,  nine  boys 
and  one  girl.  Deceased  had  lived  in  and  around  Grand¬ 
view  until  about  three  years  ago  when  he  purchased  a 
home  at  Auburn. 

Mr.  Bowles  was  converted  and  united  with  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  in  1879,  and  lived  a  Christian  life. 

Deceased  had  been  in  declining  health  for  some 
time,  and  everything  that  human  hands  could,  the  con¬ 
stant  care  of  loved  ones,  could  not  relieve  him  until 
the  touch  of  the  Saviour's  hand  soothed  his  weary  brow. 

Deceased  wan  a  quiet  and  peaceful  citizen,  devoted 
husband  and  a  kind  and  considerate  father.  He  leaves 
to  mourn  his  death  his  faithful  companion,  a  daughter 
Miss  Kitty  and  eight  sons;  Gus,  Irwin,  Elisha,  Powell, 
Walter,  Luther,  Jesse  and  Hurvy,  and  seventeen  grand¬ 
children,  and  a  large  number  of  other  relatives  and 
friends. 


*  *  * 
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CHARLES  AUGUSTUS  BOWLES4,  the  oldest  eon  of  Charles 
Silas  Bowles^,  was  born  September  16,  1878  at  Bywy 

(Choctaw  Co.)»  Mississippi.  Gus,  as  he  was  called, 
lived  at  home  most  of  the  time  until  he  was  married.  At 
one  time  when  he  was  about  21  years  old  he  went  to  work 
for  his  Uncle  Billy  Bowles.  He  was  paid  $10  a  month 
and  his  room  and  board;  this  he  thought  was  a  lot  of 
money.  Gus  worked  for  Uncle  Billy  for  two  or  three 
years  and  then  went  to  work  for  John  Dickinson,  Sheriff 
of  Ackerman  where  he  worked  for  about  one  year.  He  then 
returned  to  his  home  to  help  out  on  the  farm. 

One  year  Charles  Brock,  a  neighbor,  hired  Gus  to 
gather  his  son  Rufus'  corn.  The  son  had  had  yellow 
fever  and  had  lose  his  mind.*  Rufus  had  lost  all  his 
money  in  a  store  he  had  owned  with  his  brother  and  pro¬ 
bably  thought  that  Gus  was  going  to  steal  hie  corn  crop. 
Rufus  got  a  gun  and  was  going  to  shoot  Gus,  but  Rufus' 
family  got  the  gun  away  from  him  and  hid  it.  It  was  at 
this  time  that  Rufus  was  taken  to  a  mental  hospital. 
Gus  finished  gathering  the  corn. 

Gus  moved  to  Texas  in  January  of  1917.  He  and  his 
younger  brother,  Luther,  rented  a  farm  in  the  Oak  Grove 
Community,  from  Mr.  Wilkerson  and  made  one  crop.  Gus 
then  again  lived  with  his  parents  until  he  married  Re¬ 
becca  Lee  Cummings,  April  4,  1920.**  Gus  was  about 

42  years  old  when  he  married. 

To  this  union  was  born  six  children:  Nellie  Marie, 
born  Nov.  17,  1920:  Eula  V.  born  March  19,  1925,  died 
March  18,  1927;  Charles  Augustus  Jr.  born  August  13, 

1927,  died  August  15,  1927;  Frances  LaVeda  born  May  9, 
1929;  Vernon  LeRoy  born  March  18,  1933;  Kitty  Evelyn 

born  April  14,  1942,  near  Grandview. 

Gus  died  January  24,  1947,  in  his  home  east  of 

Grandview.  He  was  ill  with  stomach  cancer  only  a  short 
time  before  his  death. 

Gus  was  a  lover  of  dogs  and  always  had  a  dog;  it 

did  not  make  any  difference  what  kind  he  was - as  long 

as  it  was  a  dog. 

Obituary:  Death  of  Charles  Augustus  Bowles,  as  published 
in  the  Grandview  Tribune,  January  25,  1947. 

Saturday,  January  25,  C.A.  (Gus)  Bowles  was  placed 
to  rest  in  the  Grandview  Cemetery.  Mr.  Bowles,  the  eld- 

"See  page  27. 

1  "  See  page  ',6. 
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est  of  a  family  of  9  children,  was  a  native  of  Eupora, 
Choctaw  County,  Mississippi;  and  had  lived  in  our  midst 
since  1917.  We  knew  him  as  a  sober,"  honest  and  indus¬ 
trious  Christian  gentleman- - unassuming,  but  to  be  re¬ 

lied  upon.  We  need  more  like  this  good  man.  His  bro¬ 
ther,  Luther,  tells  me  that  G-us  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  for  £3  years. 

To  his  sorrowing  family,  relatives  and  friends,  we 
would  commend  the  life  he  lived  as  an  example  to  fol¬ 
low. 


NELLIE  MARIE  BOWLES5,  dau^iter  of  Charles  Augustus 
Bowles^,  was  born  near  Files  Valley,  Ellis  County,  Nov. 
17,  1922.  She  attended  school  at  Files  Valley  and  grad¬ 
uated  at  Itasca  High,  Itasca,  Texas.  After  graduation, 
Marie  took  a  business  course  and  then  worked  in  Dallas 
for  Sears  &  Roebuck  from  1942  to  1945. 

Marie  had  previously  met  Claude  Pipes*  and  when  he 
was  discharged  from  the  Army  in  1945,  she  resigned  her 
job  and  they  were  married  June  1,  1945.  Marie  and 
Claude  bought  a  150  acre  farm  west  of  Grandview  in  1950, 
They  built  a  new  house  on  it  in  1954.  They  presently 
(1959)  lease  and  farm  200  acres  adjoining  their  farm. 

Claude  and  Marie  have  two  children:  Donald  Wayne, 
born  Sept.  27,  1946;  Joyce  Elaine  born  March  27,  1949. 

Marie  likes  to  sew,  paint,  do  crafts  and  read.  She 
took  care  of  her  mother-in-law  for  about  6  months  before 
she  died.  She  had  suffered  a  stroke  which  left  her  an 
invalid. 

Marie  and  Claude  are  members  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  Grandview,  Texas.  They  live  on  Rt.  <fjH. 

VERNON  LEROY  BOWLES5,  son  of  Charles  A.  Bowles, 
was  born  March  18,  1933,  Ellis  Co.,  Texas.  He  went  to 
school  at  Files  Valley  and  graduated  at  Grandview  High 
in  1950.  In  December  1950,  LeRoy  went  to  work  as  a 
machinist  apprentice  in  the  Sante  Fe  Railroad  shop9  in 
Cleburne,  Texas. 

On  June  1,  1954,  LeRoy  was  married  to  Selma  Annette 
Henslee**.  LeRoy  and  Selma  have  two  children:  Vernon 
Charles,  born  Oct.  20,  1955;  Ronnie  Lynn  born  Nov.  4, 
1957.  Both  boys  were  born  in  Cleburne. 

*See  page  120. 

**See  page  118. 
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FRANCES  LAVEDA  BOWLES^,  daughter  of  Charles  Augus¬ 
tus  Bowles,  was  born  May  9,  1929,  in  Ellis  Co.,  Texas. 
She  went  to  school  at  Files  Valley  and  graduated  at 
Grandview  High  in  1946. 

LaVeda  worked  at  All  Saints  Hospital  in  Ft.  Worth 
and  later  (1951)  started  working  for  the  Continental 
National  Bank  of  Ft.  Worth. 

LaVeda  married  William  F.  Hickman  of  Ft.  Worth.* 
She  continues  to  work  for  the  above  bank.  They  live 
at  3762  Rufus,  Ft.  Worth  5,  Texas. 

KITTY  EVELYN  BOWLES^,  daughter  of  Charles  Augustus 
Bowles,  was  born  April  14,  1942,  near  Grandview,  Texas. 
She  went  to  school  at  Grandview  and  Cleburne  and  is 
planning  to  graduate  at  Cleburne  High,  1960.  She  then 

plans  to  go  to  business  college  in  Ft.  Worth.  At  pres¬ 
ent,  Evelyn  is  living  with  her  mother  in  Cleburne  where 
she  is  active  in  church  work. 

*  *  * 


*See  page  121. 
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KITTY  E.  BOWLES4,  daughter  of  Charles  Silas 
Bowles^,  was  born  in  Choctaw  Co.,  (Eywy),  Mississippi, 
February  13,  1880.  She  was  the  second  child,  and  the 

only  daughter  of  C.  S.  Bowles. 

Kitty,  who  lived  her  life  without  marrying,  had 
boy  friends  when  she  was  young.  She  had  a  special  boy 
friend  when  she  was  about  17.  His  name  was  Rufus  Brock 
and  he  lived  only  about  one  half  mile  from  Kitty  and 
her  family.  Gus,  Kitty's  older  brother,  was  also  a 
friend  of  Rufus. 

It  is  said  that  Rufus  got  to  running  with  some  boys 
who  were  pretty  rough.  As  far  as  i6  known,  Rufus  did 
not  get  into  any  trouble.  However,  in  those  days  a 
church  member  was  "churched"  if  it  was  felt  that  he  was 
not  living  up  to  expectations.  In  a  little  community 
church  like  Mt.  Pisgah,  the  preacher  would  come  once  a 
month.  They  would  take  care  of  the  business,  "church¬ 
ing",  etc.,  on  Saturday  and  then  preach  on  Sunday.  To 
"Church"  a  member  meant  to  mention  his  name  and  the 
nature  of  his  behavior.  The  members  then  decided  what 
to  do  about  the  situation,  and  the  person  acted  accord¬ 
ingly.  Maybe  he  would  have  to  merely  get  up  before  the 
other  members  and  say  that  he  was  sorry  or  he  might  be 
asked  to  resign  his  membership  temporarily  or  perma¬ 
nently.  In  the  above  case,  Mr.  Brock  presented  his  son, 
Rufus,  and  the  members  decided  that  he  would  be  "turned 
out"  of  the  church. 

Rufus  lived  this  way  for  a  few  months  and  then 
asked  to  come  back  into  the  church.  He  was  soon  given 
a  position  in  the  church,  but  he  became  mentally  ill 
soon  afterward  and  never  served. 

Rufus  was  sent  to  Jackson  State  Mental  Hospital. 
He  was  about  25  years  old  at  this  time  and  was  past  70 
when  he  died  in  the  hospital. 

During  Rufus'  stay  at  the  hospital  he  got  several 
leaves  to  go  home.  Luther,  Kitty's  younger  brother, 
remembers  when  he  was  a  boy  and  how  Rufus  would  help 
the  younger  boys  while  he  was  home  on  leave.  They  were 
always  glad  to  have  him  around  because  he  would  do  the 
difficult  things  for  them  that  they  wanted  done.  It 
was  said  that  Rufus  would  often  be  talking  to  someone 
and  they  would  stop  and  Rufus  would  start  "talking  to 
himself".  Other  than  that  he  appeared  to  be  in  fair 
contact  most  of  the  time. 
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It  is  said  that  "before  Rufus  became  ill,  Mr.  Brock 
had  hired  Gus  to  help  on  the  farm.  One  day  Rufus  was 
seen  cleaning  a  gun  and  when  asked  what  he  was  going  to 
do,  Rufus  said,  "I'm  going  to  kill  Gus,  he  is  trying  to 
take  our  farm  away  from  us."  Rufus'  sister  got  the  gun 
away  from  him  and  hid  it  in  the  corn  crib.  It  was  soon 
after  this  that  Rufus  was  hospitalized. 

There  was  also  a  sister  in  the  Brock  family  who  be¬ 
came  mentally  ill.  It  seems  that  the  sister  married  a 
man  whom  the  family  never  accepted.  It  might  seem  that  in 
both  cases  the  patients,  were  brought  up  in  a  very  strict 
manner  and  when  they  strayed  away  from  what  'father1 
thought  was  right,  they  were  rejected  and  soon  broke 
under  the  strain.  In  both  cases  there  was  rejection  by 
the  father. 

As  far  as  is  known,  Kitty  never  really  cared  for 
another  man. 

Kitty  came  to  Texas  with  her  parents  in  1917,  and 
she  lived  with  them  until  both  had  passed  away.  She 
said  that  when  she  was  about  one  year  old  her  mother 
became  ill.  It  was  thought  that  she  may  have  had  tuber¬ 
culosis.  At  any  rate  Kitty  felt  that  she  was  needed 
to  help  her  mother  with  the  family.  Her  mother  really 
was  not  well  until  after  she  was  almost  50  years  old. 

At  the  age  of  79,  (1959)  Kitty  said  that  she  has 

had  to  work  all  her  life,  but  that  she  has  enjoyed  her¬ 
self.  She  said  that  she  thinks  that  her  mother  always 
wanted  her  to  get  married.  However,  she  always  felt 
that  her  father  objected.  She  added  that  it  may  have 
been  because  of  her  father's  sister  Ellen,  who  had  ap¬ 
parently  had  an  unhappy  experience  in  marriage.  Kitty 
added  that  she  felt  that  she  had  not  been  a  burden  to 
anyone.  She  always  got  some  of  the  butter  and  egg  money 
while  she  lived  with  her  parents.  After  they  were  gone 
she  worked  as  a  practical  nurse  and  housekeeper. 

July  5,  1950,  Kitty  moved  into  her  new  home  in 

Grandview,  Texas.  It  was  built  just  northwest  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church.  Kitty  had  lived  with  someone  all 
her  life;  now  she  has  a  home  of  her  own  which  she  paid 
for  from  her  own  savings. 

At  the  age  of  79  (1959),  Kitty  is  in  good  health 
and  has  held  her  age  well.  She  is  able  to  take  care 
of  h.rself  and  her  house.  She  does  her  own  cooking  and 
finds  time  and  energy  for  a  little  gardening  and  canning 
of  the  fruit  which  she  gathers  from  her  own  orchard. 
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Kitty  has  in  her  home  a  Bible  that  belonged  to  her 
grandmother,  Mary  Cockerham.  One  day  Kitty' s  father 
was  at  hie  brother's  house  (James  Aderman  Bowles)  and 
he  saw  the  Bible  being  used  as  a  doorstop.  It  was  all 
worn  and  torn  but  Charles  Silas  asked  to  take  it  home 
with  him.  He  did  so  and  it  has  been  in  the  family 
ever  since.  This  Bible  was  possibly  in  the  home  of 
Mary  Cockerham' s  parents  because  her  father's  signature 
(William  Cockerham)  is  in  the  back.  There  is  also 
Elisha  Cockerham' s  signature  in  it.*  A  record  of  Lod- 
owic  Dobbs  birth,  August,  1816,  is  also  recorded  in  it. 
The  Bible  was  printed:  Edenburn,  by  Mark  and  Charles 
Kerr,  His  Majesty's  Printer,  MDCCXCIII,  (1793).  The 
printing  in  it  is  somewhat  different  from  what  we  have 
today.  The  _s  is  made  almost  the  same  as  the  f_,  and  the 
handwriting  is  like  this  for  the  -- 


*  *  * 


*See  under  the  Dobbs  Family,  page  90. 


ELISHA  PHILEMON  BOWLES4,  son  of  Charles  Silas 
Bowles,  was  horn  January  21,  1882  at  Bywy,  Choctaw  Co., 
Mississippi,  EliBha  was  married  to  Fanny  Elizabeth 
Miller,  June  17,  1906.  Fanny  was  born  January  18,  1884, 
in  Mississippi  and  was  the  daughter  of  W.  C.  and  Mary 
Miller.  Elisha  and  family  came  to  Texas,  October  10, 
1916  and  settled  at  Cleburne.  They  have  farmed  in  John¬ 
son,  Hill  and  Ellis  Counties. 

To  this  union  was  born  William  Charles  Bowles,  Vir¬ 
ginia  Dare  Bowles,  Pennie  E.  Bowles,  Ollie  Mae  Bowles. 

At  present  Elisha  and  Fannie  live  in  Grandview  in 
a  nice  home  of  their  own.  They  have  farmed  most  of 
their  lives  and  have  now  retired  to  enjoy  a  quiet  peace¬ 
ful  life. 

I  remember  Elisha  as  having  a  good  sense  of  humor. 
He  liked  to  pull  some  sort  of  joke  on  those  whom  he 
liked  and  then  got  a  big  kick  out  of  it.  I  remember 
when  I  was  a  boy,  Elisha  liked  to  use  big  words;  he  al¬ 
ways  had  a  new  word  to  try  out  on  me  to  see  if  I  knew 
what  he  was  talking  about;  I  usually  did  not  !  When 
talking  to  Uncle  Elisha  about  my  genealogical  research, 
he  would  often  sort  of  laugh  and  start  talking,  "Boy... 

. "  His  eyes  would  light  up  and  there  was  no 

doubt  as  to  whether  he  enjoyed  talking  about  Mississippi 
and  telling  funny  stories  about  the  Bowles  Family.  I 
have  been  told  that  Elisha  organized  a  stringed  orches¬ 
tra  when  he  was  a  young  man  in  Mississippi. 

WILLIAM  CHARLES  BOWLES^,  son  of  Elisha  Philemon 
Bowles,  was  born  April  20,  1907  at  Eupora,  Mississippi. 
He  came  to  Texas  in  1916  and  settled  in  Johnson  County. 

Charles  married  Laurena  Meador,  November  14,  1931. 
Laurena  was  born  October  11,  1909  at  Grandview,  Texas, 

and  was  the  daughter  of  H.  L.  and  Maudie  Mae  Meador. 

(See  Meador  Family,  page  125).  Charles  and  Laurena 
have  farmed  near  Grandview  since  they  were  married. 

To  this  union  was  born  Jean  Bowles,  October  12, 
1937.  She  is  presently  doing  office  work  in  Cleburne, 
Texas. 

VIRGINIA  DARE  BOWLES6,  daughter  of  Elisha  Philemon 
Bowles,  was  born  June  12,  1908  at  Eupora,  Mississippi. 

She  came  to  Texas  with  her  parents  in  1916  and  settled 
at  v.  eburne. 
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Virginia  was  married  to  John  William  Fautt,  Feb¬ 
ruary  18,  1933.  John  was  born  November  25,  1906,  at 

Midlothian,  Texas,  and  was  the  son  of  John  and  Sallie 
Fautt.  John  served  in  the  Army  in  World  War  II  from 
September  1942  to  June  1943.  His  work  was  in.  the  line 
of  construction  and  building.  Virginia  has  worked  for 
several  years  as  a  cashier  in  a  Drug  store  at  Grand 
Prairie,  Texas. 

To  this  union  was  born  Judy  Fautt,  December  1,  1940 
at  Grand  Prairie;  .she  died  the  same  day. 

PENNIE  E.  BOWLES^,  daughter  of  Elisha  Philemon 
Bowles,  was  born  December  21,  1910,  at  Mathis ton,  Miss. 
She  came  to  Texas  with  her  pin-.-nts  in  1916  and  settled 
at  Cleburne. 

Penn'ie  married  Willie  C.  Ye  naan,  January  26,  1933. 
Willie  was  born  March  13,  1910  at  Itasca,  Texas;  he  was 
the  son  of  Edward  P.  and  hargrelte  E.  Yeaman.  They  have 
farmed  near  Grandview  for  many  years. 

To  this  union  was  born  Donald  Clay  Yeaman,  Decem¬ 
ber  9,  1933,  near  Grandview;  Roy  Neal  Yeoman,  October 
31,  1936. 

g 

DONALD  CLAY  YEAMAN  ,  son  of  Pennie  Bowles,  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Wardene  Markum,  January  28,  1955.  Donald  and 
Wardene  have  a  daughter,  Donna  Deann,  born  January  25, 
1959. 

Donna  Deann' s  name  does  r.o  t  appear  on  the  Family 
Tree  because  her  name  was  submitted  after  it  was  pre¬ 
pored. 

OLLIE  MAE  BOWLES^,  daughter  of  Elisha  P.  Bowles, 
was  born  August  26,  1913,  at  Cleburne,  Texas.  She  at¬ 
tended  school  at  Grandview  and  graduated  at  Grandview 
High. 

Ollie  Mae  was  married  to  Bert  Thornton,  July  2, 
1938.  Bert  was  born  March  8,  1896  at  Commerce,  Texas. 
He  was  the  son  of  Lonzy  Byrd  and  Paralle  (Broadstreet) 
Thornton.  Bert  served  in  World  War  I. 

Ollie  Mae  and  Bert  have  lived  at  Slaton,  Texas, 
since  their  marriage  where  they  have  owned  and  operated 
a  Cafe. 


*  #  * 
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JOSEPH  POWELL  BOWLES^,  son  of  Charles  Silas  Bowles 
was  born  in  Choctaw  Co.,  Bywy,  Mississippi,  December 
28,  1883.  He  came  to  Grandview,  Texas  in  1912  where  he 
farmed  a  few  years.  Powell  married  Lillie  Ida  Colline, 
September  5,  1916.  Lillie  was  born  April  9,  1888  in 
Red  River  Co. ,  Anona,  Texas.  She  had  moved  to  Grand¬ 
view  when  she  was  5  and  later  did  milliner  work  for  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Jones  of  Grandview.  She  continued  dress  making  a- 
long  with  her  house  work  until  her  death,  caused  from 
breast  cancer,-  May  27,  1946. 

During  World  War  I,  Powell  did  construction  work 
at  Ft.  Worth.  He  later  did  some  farming  but  his  job 
was  primarily  carpentry.  During  World  War  II  he  again 
did  construction  at  Mineral  Wells,  Abilene  and  Gates- 
ville,  Texas. 

To  this  union  was  born  two  boys;  Joseph  Hurt  and 
Elbert  Leonidous  Bowles. 

After  Lillie's  death,  Powell  lived  for  a  while  in 
Grandview.  However,  during  the  last  five  years  before 
his  death,  Powell  lived  alternately  with  his  son,  Leon, 
and  hi 8  sister  Kitty.  (New  Mexico  and  Texas) 

Powell  died  December  19,  1952,  and  was  buried  at 

Grandview,  Texas. 

JOSEPH  HURT  BOWLES^,  son  of  Joseph  Powell  Bowles, 
was  born  December  1,  1919  at  Grandview,  Texas.  He  grad¬ 
uated  from  Grandview  High  and  went  to  a  watch  making 
school. 

Joseph  married  Camilla  Jean  Davidson,  October  11, 
1941.  She  was  born  August  8,  1924,  in  Tom  Green  Co., 
San  Angelo,  Texas.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  Hollie 
and  Alma  Blanche  Weaver  Davidson. 

During  World  War  II  Joseph  served  in  the  Army,  be¬ 
ing  stationed  at  Independence,  Kansas,  San  Marcus  and 
McAllen,  Texas.  After  his  discharge  from  the  Army, 
Joseph  resumed  his  watch  making  and  has  been  in  the 
jewelry  business  in  West  Texas.  Joseph  and  Jean  have 
no  children. 

ELBERT  LEONIDOUS  BOWLES^,  son  of  Joseph  Powell 
Do vie  a,  was  born  May  10,  1925,  at  Grandview,  Texas.  He 
..At,  nd  •  school  at  Grandview  and  graduated  at  Grandview 
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High.  He  served  in  the  Army  during  World  War  II  and  saw 
action  in  the  European  Theater  of  Operations. 

After  the  war,  Leon  went  into  the-  watchmaking  and 
jewelry  business  at  Crosbyton,  Texas.  Since  that  time, 
he  has  lived  in  Texas  (west)  and  New  Mexico.  He  is 
presently  living  on  a  farm  at  Dexter,  New  Mexico,  Box 
118. 

Leon  married  Edith  Aston,  May  16,  1948.*  Leon  and 
Edith  have  two  children:  Sheila  Eillen,  born  September 
1,  1949,  Lubbock,  Texas;  Robert  Powell,  born  January  12, 
1956,  Roswell,  New  Mexico.  There  was  one  child,  Sherry 
Kathleen,  born  August  17,  1954,  deceased. 


*See  Aston  History,  page  123. 


» 


WALTER  HARVY  BOWLES^,  son  of  Charles  Silas  Bowles, 
was  born  July  7,  1387,  in  the  Bywy  Community  of  Choctaw 
County,  Mississippi.  He  lived  there  and  helped  his 
father  farm  until  around  1912  when  he  came  to  Texas. 
He  settled  near  Grandview  where  he  did  farming.  Soon 
after  arriving  in  Texas,  Walter  met  Ollie  Ophelia 
Nuckols  and  was  married  to  her  August  26,  1914.  Ollie 
was  born  January  16,  1898  at  Berry,  Alabama  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Sid  and  Nancy  Nuckols. 

To  this  union- was  born  three  children:  Mary  Clem¬ 
entine,  September  8,  1915;  Walter  Ivan,  October  22, 

1917;  Barbara  Jane,  September  24,  1936. 

Around  1925  Walter  drove  a  grocery  truck  in  the 
Files  Valley  Community.  He  made  his  trip  about  once  a 
week,  selling  groceries  to  farm  housewives.  As  a 
child  I  can  remember  the  great  thrill  of  seeing  the  ap- 
f  proaching  truck  because  it  always  meant  a  small  piece 
of  candy.  He  took  cash  or  chickens  in  payment  for  the 
groceries  that  he  sold. 

Walter  and  Ollie  later  farmed  in  Johnson  County 
and  later  bought  a  place  north  of  Grandview.  They  lived 
there  until  Walter's  death. 

I  remember  Uncle  Walter  as  being  of  medium  height 
and  weight.  He  had  a  full  head  of  dark  hair  with  some 
greying  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Walter  liked  to  be 
with  his  friends  and  he  enjoyed  a  good  laugh.  On  oc¬ 
casions  I  have  seen  him  get  so  tickled  at  his  own  jokes 
or  story  that  he  was  unable  to  continue  until  after  he 
took  out  time  to  laugh  a  little. 

Walter  always  liked  farming  but  was  like  many  other 
farmers,  he  never  got  rich.  However,  this  in  no  way 
kept  him  from  enjoying  life  to  its  fullest. 

Walter  died  after  a  few  days  illness  with  a  brain 
hemorrhage,  December  19,  1954.  (Powell  died  December 
19,  1952;  Walter  died  December  19,  1954;  they  both  died 
on  the  same  day  and  at  about  the  same  hour,  3:30  am. ) 

MARY  CLEMENTINE  BOWLES^,  daughter  of  Walter  Harvy 
Bowles,  was  born  September  8,  1915,  at  Files  Valley, 

Hill  County,  Texas.  She  attended  school  at  Files  Val¬ 
ley,  Auburn  and  graduated  at  Grandview  Hi^i.  Before  her 
marriage,  she  worked  at  various  jobs  in  Grandview. 

Clementine  was  married  to  Jesse  Murray  Watson, 
April  21,  1940.  Jesse  Murray  Watson  was  born  October 
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18,  1913  at  Waxahachle,  Texas.  Jesse  was  the  son  of 
Jesse  M.  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Murray)  Watson.  Jesse  and 
Clementine  lived  for  a  short  time  in  Waxahachle  and  then 
moved  to  San  Diego,  California,  where  he  operated  a 
service  station. 

To  this  union  was  born  Cary  Don  Watson,  September 
15,  1943  and  Dennis  Bay  Watson,  September  21,  1946. 

WALTER  IVAN  BOWLES5,  son  of  Walter  Harvy  Bowles, 
was  born  October  22,  1917  at  Grandview,  Texas.  He  at¬ 
tended  school  at'  Files  Valley,  Alburn  and  graduated  at 
Grandview  High.  Ivan  was  very  active  on  the  football 
team  where  he  was  a  star  player.  He  worked  on  the  farm 
after  finishing  school  and  then  did  truck  driving  out 
of  Corpus  Christ! ,  Texas,  where  he  lived  for  a  couple 
of  years.  Ivan  joined  the  Army  July  7,  1941  and  served 
about  four  years  and  two  months.  Thirty- three  months 
were  served  in  England  and  six  months  in  Belgium. 

Ivan  was  married  to  Betty  Iris  Hensell*,  July  1, 
1944,  at  St.  Laurence's  Church,  Little  Stanmore,  Middle¬ 
sex,  England.  Betty  was  born  May  18,  1925,  in  London, 
England.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Peter  Louis  and  Freda 
Violet  (Lusty)  Hensell. 

Ivan  returned  to  the  states  the  latter  part  of 
1945  and  Betty  arrived  in  the  United  States,  February 
5,  1946.  Betty  and  Ivan  have  made  their  home  in  Corpus 
Christ i,  where  he  has  worked  in  motor  supplies. 

To  this  union  was  born:  Brian  Ivan  Bowles,  born 
September  5,  1949;  Deborah  Ann  Bowles,  born  March  7, 
1956.  Both  children  were  bom  in  Corpus  Christi,  Texas. 
Ivan  and  Betty  live  at  1342  Miller  Circle,  Corpus  C. , 

Teiae>  1930SC4 

BARBARA  JANE  BOWLES^,  daughter  of  Walter  Harvy 
Bowles,  was  born  September  24,  1936,  near  Grandview, 
Texas.  She  went  to  school  at  Grandview,  and  graduated 
at  Grandview  High.  Barbara  married  Kenneth  Duane  Bran¬ 
son  and  they  have  one  girl  named  Oynthia  Jo,  born  in 
1959. 

♦  *  * 


*See  Hensell  Family,  page  126. 
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LUTHER  RICE  BOWLES4,  son  of  Charles  Silas  Bowie  s^, 
was  horn  March  1,  1891  in  Choctaw  Co.  (Bywy),  Miss.  He 
came  to  Texas  and  settled  near  Grandview,  January  1, 
1915.  Luther  married  Madge  Rhone*,  December  22,  1915, 
at  Grandview,  Texas. 

Luther  was  always  a  rather_thin  man,  almost  6  ft. 
tall,  blue  eyes  and  dark  hair.  He  always  liked  to  be 
neat  and  well  dressed  and  was  considered  to  be  a  hand¬ 
some  man.  At  the  age  of  68,  he  has  more  hair  than 

either  of  his'  3  sons.  His  hair  is  greying,  but  he 

shows  no  signs  of  baldness. 

Luther  always  worked  hard,  working  at  whatever  he 
could.  He  was  primarily  a  farmer,  but  he  worked  in  the 
railroad  yard,  and  some  as  a  carpenter  when  he  was 
younger.  From  around  1922,  when  his  family  moved  to 
"the  farm"  southwest  of  Files  Valley,  until  1941  Luther 
and  his  family  lived  on  different  farming  land.  He 
farmed  on  the  mountain  southwest  of  Files  Valley  from 
1924  to  1925;  he  farmed  part  of  the  Dobbs  place,  north¬ 
west  of  Files  Valley  1925-1930;  he  farmed  the  "Davis 
place"  2  miles  south  of  Grandview,  Texas,  1930-1932;  he 
farmed  a  place  near  Bois  Dare  from  1932-1935;  he  farmed 
a  place  about  2  miles  northeast  of  Covington  from  1935- 
1937;  he  farmed  land  near  the  old  Linity  School  house, 
(3  or  4  miles  southeast  of  Grandview)  from  1937-1941. 

From  1930  to  1937  Luther  kept  some  milk  cows  from 
which  he  sold  either  whole  milk  or  cream.  Bii s  helped 
the  family  through  the  depression  (1930).  It  was  the 
winter  of  1937  that  Luther  and  his  boys  had  a  herd  of 
milk  cows  and  calves  numbering  around  50.  ‘Die  cattle 
looked  real  good  and  for  the  first  time  in  Luther's 
life  things  appeared  to  look  better  than  usual.  He 
talked  it  over  with  the  boys  and  it  was  decided  that  if 
they  kept  their  herd  just  one  more  year,  they  could 
"sell  out"  and  come  out  with  a  nice  profit;  maybe  be 
able  to  buy  a  little  farm  of  their  own.  However  during 
the  following  winter,  the  area  was  hit  by  severe  cold 
weather  and  many  of  the  cows  died  from  exposure.  There 
was  inadequate  shelter  and  feeding  arrangements  for  such 
a  herd  in  the  extreme  cold.  I  remember  skinning  many 


♦See  Rhone  Family,  page  98. 
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of  the  larger  cows  and  selling  the  hides  for  as  little 
as  $1.25  each.  It  seemed  so  disheartening  to  he  sal¬ 
vaging  a  cow  for  $1.25,  that  could  have  been  sold  only 
weeks  before  for  $50.00.  It  was  a  great  blow  to  Luther 
and  the  boys.  As  soon  as  the  weather  cleared,  Luther 
contacted  the  bank  and  they  came  out  and  picked  up  what 
few  head  we  had  left.  One  cow  was  kept  for  milk. 

Luther  and  his  family  moved  south  of  Covington  for 
a  few  months  and  later  moved  to  Linity,  where  he  rented 
a  little  farm  and  tried  to  pull  the  pieces  together. 

It  is  only  natural  that  a  son  remembers  certain 
things  about  his  dad;  some  good,  some  not  so  good.  I 
remember  in  1934  or  1935,  when  under  the  Roosevelt  Ad¬ 
ministration,  farmers  were  paid  to  plow  under  some  of 
their  cotton.  They  were  paid  by  the  acre  to  do  so.  We 
had  about  twenty  acres  that  was  planted  early  and  about 
the  same  amount  that  was  very  late.  When  the  surveyors 
came  out,  they  said  that  we  could  plow  under  twenty 
acres,  but  stipulated  that  it  must  be  the  early  crop. 
Luther  did  this  and  in  about  a  week  this  field  looked 
white  as  snow  from  the  opened  bolls.  By  this  time  we 
could  see  that  the  late  patch  was  not  going  to  yield 
any  cotton  at  all.  We  boys  tried  to  get  him  to  let  us 
gather  some  of  the  opened  "plowed  up"  cotton,  but  he 
said,  "No,  that  would  not  be  right".  We  always  felt 
that  the  government  was  unfair  to  make  us  plow  under 
the  good  cotton  and  keep  the  poor,  which  yielded  noth¬ 
ing.  Luther  could  have  done  what  many  people  would  have 
done,  however  he  knew  what  was  right  and  stood  by  his 
convictions. 

On  another  occasion,  Luther  had  bought  a  grist 
mill  in  Grandview  in  June  1942  and  was  doing  a  pretty 
good  business  grinding  feed.  However  during  World  War 
II,  as  prices  tended  to  go  up,  Luther  refused  to  raise 
his  prices  for  grinding  feed.  As  it  was,  he  and  Madge 
(all  the  children  had  left  home)  were  getting  along  on 
what  he  was  making.  However  another  miller  in  Grand¬ 
view  wanted  Luther  to  raise  his  prices  so  they  too  could 
raise  prices.  It  mi^it  seem  that  if  most  prices  were 
going  up,  it  would  be  only  natural  that  grinding  would 
also  go  up  accordingly.  Nevertheless,  Luther  held  to 
the  idea  that  where  ever  possible,  inflation  should  be 
fought.  Therefore  he  refused  to  raise  his  prices.  He 
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made  some  enemies,  along  with  many  friends  by  doing 
what  he  felt  was  right. 

I  also  recall  my  father's  attitude  about  farming. 
He  always  liked  to  have  the  ground  just  right  before  he 
planted  cotton.  On  several  occasions  I  remember  that 
we  would  plow  and  replow  the  field,  deeper  and  deeper 
trying  to  get  as  much  Johnson  grass  as  possible  out  of 
the  way.  However,  sometimes  it  looked  like  the  deeper 
we  plowed  the  easier  and  deeper  those  grass  shoots 
would  grow.  Besides,  many  times  by  the  time  we  got 
the  seed  in  the  ground,  the  spring  rains  were  over  and 
it  would  be  too  dry  for  the  cotton  to  grow  even  if  it 
did  sprout  and  come  up.  We  knew  some  farmers  who  plow¬ 
ed  shallow,  got  the  cotton  planted  early,  continued  to 
plow  shallow  and  seemed  to  make  fair  crops.  Who  knows, 
if  the  time  was  right,  one  way  was  probably  as  good  as 
another.  At  any  rate,  Luther  knew  what  he  thought  was 
right  and  did  his  best  to  do  it  that  way.  Who  knows? 

Luther  has  been  a  Christian  all  his  life,  belonging 
to  the  First  Baptist  Church  for  many  years.  Here  again 
his  moral  character  has  always  been  good.  He  and  Madge 
have  been  very  close  to  the  church  in  Grandview  since 
they  moved  from  the  farm  in  1941.  They  have  been  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  same  Church  since  1929,  except  for  a  few 
years  when  their  membership  was  at  Itasca. 

Luther  kept  his  grist  mill  until  around  1952  when 
he  felt  that  the  dust  was  too  much  for  him.  He  got  a 
job  as  boiler  fireman  and  dyer  in  a  chenille  factory  in 
Grandview  where  he  worked  for  almost  a  year.  He  made 
good  money  at  this  job  and  he  and  Madge  finally  attained 
a  very  comfortable  economic  standard.  He  and  Madge  had 
a  couple  of  custodial  jobs  which  also  added  to  their 
income.  On  September  6,  1950,  the  foundation  was  laid 
for  a  new  home,  the  first  Luther  .and  Madge  ever  owned. 
They  moved  into  it  November  14,  1950  and  had  it  paid 

for  in  27  months. 

Luther  was  always  a  good  provider.  I  remember  the 
Christmas  of  about  1927  or  1928.  It  had  snowed  and 
rained  for  several  weeks  before  Christmas.  We  were  all 
"sad"  for  we  all  knew  that  if  Dad  did  not  get  to  town 

before  Christmas,  that  there  would  be  none - Old  Santa 

just  could'nt  make  itj  However,  the  day  before  Christ¬ 
mas,  Daddy  and  Uncle  Gus  hitched  mules  to  a  stripped 
down  wagon  and  drove  10  miles  through  mud,  ice  and  Bnow 
to  Grandview.  Nothing  much  was  said,  but  there  were 
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many  smiling  faces  that  night.  Luther  was  never  one  to 
show  emotions,  hut  through  a  tired,  weary  face  beamed,  an 
expression  of  satisfaction  for  a  job  well  done. 

Luring  the  years  after  the  war,  1946-1956,  when  it 
was  a  little  difficult  for  a  man  past  60  to  get  a  job, 
some  of  Luther's  buddies  world  sit  around  town  and  com¬ 
plain  that  they  could  not  work  because  there  was  no 
work  for  men  of  their  ages.  Luther  would  say,  UA  man 
can  get  work  if  he  wants  it*.  Luther  would  go  on  to 
say  that  a  man  must' work  at  whatever  he  can.  If  he  could 
not  get  a  full  time  Job,  like  the  one  he  had  at  the 
chenille  factory,  he  would  take  one,  two,  or  three  part- 
time  jobs.  Yes,  Luther  was  a  good  provider. 

In  1958,  after  Luther  retired,  he  took  a  part-time 
custodial  job  at  Grandview  High  School.  Here  wai  a  man 
67  years  old  who  still  enjoyed  living  and  working, 

Luther  and  Madge  tried  to  raise  their  children  as 
best  they  knew  how.  It  was  often  said  that  Madge's  and 
Luther's  kids  were  always  good.  Of  course,  that  was  an 
over  statement.  When  Luther  spoke,  his  boys  took  heed. 
He  did  not  use  rough  tactics;  in  fact  he  never  whipped 
us  but  once  that  I  can  remember.  That  was  when  we 
three  boys  and  the  negro  cotton  pickers  tore  up  the 
watermelon  patch. 

I  do  not  remember  my  Dad  as  being  an  affectionate 
father.  He  was  good  to  us  but  seldom  played  with  us 
when  we  were  growing  up.  He  never  took  us  hunting  or 
fishing,  but  there  waB  always  too  much  work  to  do.  I 
think  that  probably  as  he  has  grown  older  he  has  re¬ 
ceived  more  out  of  living.  As  I  mentioned,  life  on  the 
farm  was  often  difficult. 

I  think  it  could  be  said  that  most  people  liked 
and  respected  Luther.  He  was  always  called  "Major 
Bowles"  after  the  late  "Major  Bowes"  who  was  on  radio 
in  the  entertainment  field  for  so  long.  Both  young  and 
old  called  out  "Hi  Major"  whenever  he  went  by. 

To  Luther  and  Madge  was  born  3  boys  and  2  girls: 
James  Silas,  Page  41;  Luther  Raymond,  page  42;  Leland 
Carl,  page  43;  Lillie  Christene,  page  48;  Alta  Ruth  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Luther  lives  at  Grandview,  Texas,  Box  252. 

Written  by  Leland  C.  Bowles,  1959. 


JAKES  SILAS  BOWLES5,  son  of  Luther  R.  Bowles,  was 
horn  November  30,  1916,  in  Johnson  County,  Texas.  He 

attended  school  in  Ellis  and  Hill  Counties,  graduating 
at  Itasca  High.  James  joined  the  Civilian  Conservation 
Corps  and  was  in  camps  in  Arizona  and  Texas  in  1938-1939. 

It  was  in  1939  that  James  met  Marie  Baker*.  James 
was  still  in  the  CCC  and  was  camped  near  Waxahachie 
where  Marie  was  living.  James  and  Marie  were  married 
June  1,  1940. 

To  this  union  was  born:  James  Silas  Bowles  Jr.; 

Joyce  Faye  Bowles. 

James  and  Marie  later  lived  in  Dallas,  Texas,  where 
he  worked  at  various  jobs.  He  worked  most  of  the  time 
selling  foods,  etc.,  however  at  one  time  he  worked  with 
a  detective  service. 

James  bought  a  small  house  at  Vickery  (N.  of  Dal¬ 
las)  and  later  sold  it  and  bought  a  home  in  Dallas  where 
he  lived  until  he  and  his  family  moved  to  Angleton,  Tex. 
James  had  already  worked  for  the  Frito  Company  before 
he  transferred  to  Angleton.  However,  it  was  here  that 
he  did  real  well  selling  Frito  products. 

James  and  Marie  built  a  new  home  in  Angleton  around 
1957  where  they  presently  live.  (Box  1054,  Angleton) 

James  is  about  six  feet  and  three  inches  tall  end 
weighs  over  two  hundred  pounds.  He  has  dark  hair  and 
blue  eyes.  When  he  was  a  boy  he  was  tall  and  slim.  He 
always  wanted  to  play  football,  but  he  did  not  have  the 
weight  for  it;  however,  what  he  lacked  in  weight,  he 
made  up  in  interest.  He  also  lived  so  far  out  in  the 
country  that  he  could  not  stay  after  school  to  practice. 
When  his  son,  Jimmy,  was  born,  James  presented  him  with 
a  football  the  first  time  he  saw  him.  James  continued 
to  like  football  and  saw  his  son  play  several  important 
games  during  his  senior  year  (1958-1959)  at  Angleton. 

James  has  a  good  sense  of  humor;  it  is  dry  and  sub¬ 
tle  and  possibly  not  appreciated  by  all.  However,  he 
has  been  a  good  salesman,  winning  more  than  one  award 
for  his  outstanding  work  with  the  Frito  Company.  Along 
with  his  sense  of  humor,  James  likes  to  tease.  He  al¬ 
so  likes  to  tell  a  good  joke  and  is  more  than  likely  to 
have  his  listeners  splitting  withlaughter  just  watching 
him  laugh  at  his  own  story. 

*See  Baker,  page  124. 
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JAMES  SILAS  BOWLES  Jr.6,  son  of  James  S.  Bowles, 
was  born  March  16,  1941,  In  Dallas,  Texas.  He  gradu¬ 
ated.  from  Angleton  High  in  1959.  Jimmy  played  football 
with  the  Angleton  Wildcats.  He  played  end  position  and 
made  several  important  plays,  helping  the  Wildcats  into 
a  position  to  go  to  the  State  Finals  (1958-1959).  They 
lost  to  the  Stamford  Bulldogs,  but  not  without  giving 
them  a  rough  battle. 

Other  than  football,  Jimmy  has  been  interested  in 
swimming  and  skin  diving.  He  has  worked  as  a  life  guard 
under  the  Red  Cross  swimming  program. 

Jimmy  entered  Sam  Houston  College  in  Huntsville, 
Texas  in  1959.  Jimmy  is  slightly  thin  like  his  father 
was  when  he  was  a  boy. 

JOYCE  FAYE  BOWLES5,  daughter  of  James  S.  Bowles, 
was  born  April  11,  1945,  in  Dallas,  Texas.  She  is  pre¬ 
sently  attending  Angleton  High  where  she  is  active  in 
basketball  and  other  sports. 

LUHEER  RAYMOND  BOWLES5,  son  of  Luther  R.  Bowles, 
was  born  December  7,  1917,  near  Grandview,  Texas.  He 
attended  school  in  Ellis  and  Hill  Counties  and  discon¬ 
tinued  his  schooling  while  in  the  eleventh  grade  (1937) 
to  join  the  U.  S.  Army.  He  served  at  Ft.  Sam  Houston 
and  Randolph  Field.  Raymond  left  Randolph  Field  April 
23,  1940,  and  was  assigned  crew  chief  on  a  B-18  bomber 
at  Hickam  Field  in  Hawaii. 

Raymond  married  Dorothy  Meador,*  July  23,  1941,  in 
Honolulu.  She  had  joined  him  there  for  the  wedding  and 
they  lived  at  Hickam  Field  until  after  the  Japanese  at¬ 
tack,  December  7,  1941.  Raymond  then  flew  to  the  South 
Pacific,  July  18,  1942  and  saw  duty  on  New  Hebrides  and 
Solomon  Islands.  He  was  promoted  to  Master  Sgt.,  Feb. 
20,  1943,  and  was  crew  chief  on  a  B-17  on  the  Island  of 
Esperitue.  He  arrived  in  the  U.  S.  June  2,  1943  and  was 
awarded  the  Presidential  Citation,  Legion  of  Merit  and 
others.  He  was  discharged  from  the  Army  in  1943  and 
went  to  work  at  North  American  Aircraft  near  Dallas. 

Raymond  and  Dorothy  bought  a  farm  near  Alvarado  in 
1946,  but  made  only  one  crop  and  then  returned  to  Grand 

*See  Meador  Family,  page  125. 
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Prairie  where  they  are  presently  living.  They  own  a 
home  at  1014  NE  17th  Street. 

To  Raymond  and  Dorothy  was  horn  Michael  Raymond 
Bowles. 

Raymond  has  always  been  a  rather  quiet  man  who 
minds  his  own  business,  but  is  always  ready  to  give  a 
friend  a  hand  whenever  he  needs  it.  His  health  has  not 

been  too  good  since  he  has  been  out  of  the  service,  how¬ 

ever  he  has  done  well  both  physically  and  financially. 

MICHAEL  RAYMOND  BOWLES®,  son  of  L.  Raymond  Bowles, 
was  born  June  5,  1944,  at  Grand  Prairie.  He  has  at¬ 
tended  school  there  and  will  graduate  soon.  At  the  age 

of  15,  Mike  has  various  interests,  one  of  which  is  high 
powered  guns.  However,  due  to  his  age,  he  has  been  un¬ 
able  to  own  such  guns,  but  he  does  have  a  nice  collec¬ 
tion  of  ammunition  for  the  guns  which  he  would  like  to 
own. 

LELAND  CARL  BOWLES^,  son  of  Luther  R.  Bowles,  was 
born  east  of  Cleburne,  Texas,  April  17,  1920.  He  was 
the  third  son  born  to  Luther  and  Madge  Bowles.  Leland 
went  to  grade  school  at  Files  Valley  (Ellis  Co.),  Lee 
Summit  and  Bois  Dare.  He  went  to  High  School  at  Coving¬ 
ton  and  Grandview,  finishing  at  Grandview  High,  1939. 

During  Leland' s  senior  year  he  was  active  in  the 
Dramatic  Club,  winning  an  award  in  dramatics  for  his 
participation  in  the  Senior  Play.  He  was  President 
of  the  Senior  Class  of  1939.  '  During  this  time  he  also 
had  a  part  time  job  as  a  janitor. 

Soon  after  graduating,  Leland  went  to  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  where  he  worked  a  few  months  in  a  " cleaning 
plant".  He  was  paid  five  dollars  per  week  and  his  room 
and  board.  In  the  fall  of  1939  he  and  his  cousin,  Luke 
Hughes,  bought  a  small  grocery  store  which  Leland  oper¬ 
ated  while  Luke  worked  for  the  railroad. 

In  the  summer  of  1940  they  sold  the  store  because 
they  were  losing  too  much  money  to  credit  customers. 
Leland  went  to  Corpus  Christ! ,  Texas,  where  he  worked 
in  a  sandwich  shop.  When  Leland  arrived  in  Corpus  he 
was  broke  and  without  a  place  to  stay.  He  peeled  pota¬ 
toes  in  a  hotel  for  a  room  until  he  got  a  pay  check 
from  the  sandwich  shop  so  he  could  rent  a  decent  room. 

Leland  worked  at  the  Eat-A-Bite  from  April  1940  to 
November  1941  during  which  time  he  bought  his  first  car. 
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During  the  summer  of  1941  he  went  to  night  school  where 
he  learned,  sheet  metal  work. 

In  November,  1941,  Leland  went  to  work  for  North 
American  Aircraft  near  Dallas,  Texas.  He  worked  there 
until  September  1943  when  he  joined  the  Merchant  Ma¬ 
rines.  During  his  stay  at  North  American  Aircraft,  he 
worked  as  'lead  man'  on  master  wing  assembly.  He  also 
got  a  suggestion  award  for  locating  and  drilling  'bomb 
rack  holes'  on  the  North  American  training  plane.  When 
Leland  quit  this  job  he  was  working  on  the  P-51  fighter 
plane. 

By  1943  most  of  the  young  men  were  in  uniform  and 
Leland  was  made  to  feel  uncomfortable;  when  he  went  home 
people  would  ask,  "Why  aren't  you  in  uniform?".  Leland 
tried  to  enlist  in  the  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force  and  Marines 
but  was  refused  because  he  was  considered  to  be  in  an 
important  defense  position.  He  was  young  and  impatient 
so  he  decided  to  enlist  in  the  Merchant  Marines. 

Leland  and  about  14  other  boys  from  the  Dallas  Ares 
arrived  at  St.  Petersburg,  Florida,  in  September,  1943. 
It  was  the  U.  S.  Maritime  Service  Training  Station  for 
training  war-time  merchant  seamen.  The  training  was  to 
last  for  about  3  months  but  Leland  was  ill  for  a  few 
weeks  and  he  was  there  almost  six  months. 

It  was  April  7,  1944,  when  Leland  signed  on  the 

U.  S.  Army  Hospital  Ship  CHATEAU  THIERRY  as  a  fireman. 
The  ship  was  in  the  Port  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

While  in  the  Merchant  Marines  Leland  made  three 
voyages.  The  first  one  was  to  Naples,  Italy.  The  sec¬ 
ond  was  to  Glasgow,  Scotland  to  await  the  Normandy  in¬ 
vasion  (D-day,  June  6,  1944).  .  The  third  was  again  to 

the  Mediterranean. 

During  the  third  voyage  the  CHATEAU  THIERRY  docked 
at  Oran,  Algeria;  Naples,  Italy;  Palermo,  Sicily;  Cape 
Camraerat,  France;  Cape  Drammont ,  France;  Gulf  of  St. 
Tropez,  France.  Some  of  these  ports  were  seen  several 
times  in  the  process  of  transporting  casualties.  The 
stops  on  the  Coast  of  France  were  during  the  invasion 
of  Southern  France.  The  third  voyage  was  the  longest 
of  the  three.  It  was  over  16,000  miles  and  had  lasted 
about  3  months.  Needless  to  say,  everyone  was  glad  to 
return  to  the  States.  Leland  was  on  this  ship  from 
April  7,  to  September  25,  1944. 

After  signing  off  the  CHATEAU  THIERRY  in  Charles¬ 
ton,  Leland  spent  a  few  weeks  at  home.  It  was  at  this 
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time  that  he  discovered  that-  he  had  pulmonary  tubercu¬ 
losis.  He  was  hospitalized  in  Galveston,  Texas  for  a- 
bout  a  week  and  then  transferred  to  the  U.  S.  Marine 
Hospital  in  Chicago.  It  was  around  November  1st  when 
he  was  hospitalized.  Leland  was  treated*  in  Chicago 
until  April  of  1945  when  he  was  transferred  to  Ft.  Stan¬ 
ton,  New  Mexico.  He  was  treated  there  until  September 
21,  1947  when  he  was  discharged  to  enroll  at  San  Jose 
State  College,  San  Jose,  California. 

It  was  during  Leland1 s  hospitalization  that  he  was 
inspired  to  go  to  college  and  become  an  Occupational 
Therapist.  He  felt  that  his  recovering  from  tubercu¬ 
losis  was  largely  due  to  his  participation  in  occupa¬ 
tional  therapy  which  gave  him  something  to  do  during 
his  long  stay  (almost  3  years)  in  the  hospital. 

Leland  enrolled  at  San  Jose  State  College  the  first 
of  October  1947,  majoring  in  occupational  therapy  with 
minors  in  arts  and  psychology.  He  graduated  in  June 
1951  and  did  a  year  of  clinical  training  which  lasted 
until  the  spring  of  1952. 

College  was  difficult  for  Lee  (Leland  was  never 
called  Lee  until  this  time);  he  was  27  years  old  when 
he  enrolled.  It  took  a  lot  of  hard  work  to  compete  with 
the  younger  students  just  out  of  high  school. 

Lee's  first  position  was  at  the  V.  A.  Hospital, 
Walla  Walla,  Washington.  He  was  32  years  old  and  was 
really  getting  his  first  start  in  life.  Lee  had  met  and 
married  Jean  Gribble**in  1948  and  she  had  helped  him  get 
through  college.  Without  her  help,  he  might  not  have 
completed  such  a  long  course  of.  training. 

Lee  worked  at  Walla  Walla  until  December  1953  when 
he  and  Jean  moved  to  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  Lee  contin¬ 
ued  to  work  for  the  V.  A.  in  Salt  Lake  City.  It  was 
here  that  two  sons  were  born  to  Lee  and  Jean.  There  was 
Larry  Lee,  born  May  1,  1954;  Dan  Scott,  born  February 
12,  1957. 

In  February  of  1958  Lee  and  Jean  moved  to  Ft. 
Meade,  So.  Dakota  where  he  took  a  position  in  the  Ft. 
Meade  V.  A.  Hospital. 


♦Leland  was  treated  by  pneumothorax,  the  process  of  col¬ 
lapsing  a  lung  by  injecting  air  into  the  pleural  area. 


**See  Gribble  Family,  page  105. 
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Lee  has  worked  as  an.  occupational  therapist  for 
over  seven  years  and  he  likes  his  work  very  much.  He 
has  spent  much  of  this  time  working  with  mentally  ill 
patients  and  has  been  fortunate  in  being  assigned  to 
research  programs  where  new  tranquilizing  drugs  have 
been  used. 

At  the  age  of  39,  Lee  is  in  good  health.  He  has 
dark,  greying  hair  and  wears  a  thin  mustache.  He  is  a- 
bout  five  feet,  ten  and  one-half  inches  tall  and  weighs 
about  175  pounds.  Leland  and  his  family  lives  at  Ft. 
Meade,  South  Dakota,  Box  164. 

*  *  * 

THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION  WAS  WRITTEN  BY  LEE'  S  WIFE 

I  am  writing  the  following  portion  because  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  readers  would  enjoy  knowing  more  about  a  man 
who  is  tenacious  enough  to  gather  this  data  and  put  it 
into  book  form.  Lee  has  spent  hundreds  of  hours  working 
on  this  book,  which  is  characteristic  of  his  person¬ 
ality.  Since  Lee  is  inclined  to  have  an  inferiority 
complex,  he  could  not  adequately  describe  himself.  Al¬ 
though  like  so  many  others  who  have  this  common  ailment, 
he  has  no  real  basis  for  it. 

Lee  is  average  in  build,  has  dark  hair,  blue  eyes, 
rather  fair  skin  and  is  quite  striking  in  appearance. 
Most  women  consider  him  handsome  and  so  do  I.  Lee  is  a 
very  talented  young  man  and,  admirable  or  not,  is  a  per¬ 
fectionist.  Anything  he  does,  he  does  well.  When  he 
was  about  6  or  7  years  old  he  made  stringed  instruments 
which  consisted  of  screen  wi!re  strings  attached  to 
pieces  of  boards.  (His  parents  didn't  know  why  the 
screens  kept  falling  off  the  windows.)  Since  Lee's 
early  venture  at  making  "music",  he  has  made  several 
beautiful  instruments  from  old  broken  pieces  he  has 
found  in  junk  shops.  This  included  violins,  guitars 
and  a  banjo-mandolin.  He  has  also  completely  made  a 
guitar  and  a  banjo-uke  both  of  which  were  beautifully 
done.  Lee  loves  music  and  plays  a  guitar  by  ear;  he 
enjoys  good  western  music  the  most  but  appreciates  the 
classics  as  well. 

Lee  is  a  natural  as  an  Occupational  Therapist  and 
although  he  studied  weaving,  ceramics,  leather,  sewing, 
painting,  etc.  in  college,  he  had  considerable  knowledge 
regarding  them  before  entering  school.  He  received 
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some  notoriety  from  a  ceramic  Siamese  cat.  I  was  es¬ 
pecially  proud  of  him  as  the  cat  was  one  of  two  objects 
which  was  chosen  from  all  of  San  Jose  State  to  represent 
the  college.  Another  of  my  favorites  is  a  ceramic  min¬ 
iature  schnauzer  which  he  mounted  on  highly  polished 
wood  bases  and  presented  as  a  trophy  at  dog  shows.  He 
also  raised  miniature  schnauzer s.  As  the  breed  is  rare 
there  were  no  veterinarians  in  the  area  experienced  in 
cropping  their  ears  so  Lee  did  the  trimming  himself.  He 
used  sterile  technique  with  a  surgical  nurse  assisting. 
Lee  trained  our  schnauzer,  Brenda,  both  for  obedience 
and  tricks.  Together,  they  have  performed  numerous 
times  for  schools,  boy  scout  groups,  etc. 

There  are  numerous  objects  in  our  home  which  Lee 
has  made  but  it  would  take  a  book  in  itself  to  describe 
all  of  his  talents. 

Although  Lee  is  good  in  his  work  as  an  Occupational 
Therapist,  I  believe  he  really  "missed  his  calling". 
He  has  tact  and  understanding  and  has  a  genuine  inter¬ 
est  in  people  and  their  emotional  behavior.  In  other 
words,  he  likes  to  know  what  makes  them  "tick".  He 
probably  would  have  made  a  good  psychiatrist.  Lee's 
professional  training  was  aimed  toward  both  physical 
and  mental  disabilities,  however  he  has  worked  almost 
entirely  with  the  mentally  ill. 

In  order  to  do  a  character  sketch  it  is  necessary 
to  point  out  the  not  so  complimentary  tendencies  as  well 
as  the  good.  Perhaps  I  am  a  little  rough  on  Lee  but  he 
has  so  few  faults  and  so  many  wonderful  qualities  that 
it  is  necessary  to  point  out  a  few  faults  to  keep  him 
from  sounding  too  perfect.' 

Lee  is  never  really  satisfied  with  things  as  they 
are.  He  is  always  searching  for  a  better,  easier  way 
to  do  things  and  has  no  patience  with  people  who  are 
satisfied  and  resistive  to  change.  This  characteristic 
often  makes  him  unpopular  with  his  colleagues.  In  spite 
of  this,  however,  they  seem  to  have  respect  for  his 
opinions. 

Lee  must  have  a  logical  explanation  for  almost 
everything.  He  doesn' t  accept  an  idea  at  face  value 
unless  it  is  logical  or  can  be  proven.  Baere  is  no  end 
to  the  lengths  he  will  go  to  try  to  prove  his  point. 
If  he  believes  he  is  right,  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
change  his  opinion.  He  has  been  prone  to  strive  to 
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win  a  point  and  make  enemies  rather  than  to  loose  a 
point  and  keep  his  friends.  Lee  recognizes  this  trait 
and  is  learning  to  concede. 

Lee  is  a  good  father  even  though  he  becomes  quite 
impatient  at  times  with  the  boys.  He  expects  a  good 
deal  of  Larry  and  Dan  and  is  especially  hard  on  them 
when  he  recognizes  his  weaknesses  in  their  behavior. 
However,  he  loves  them  dearly,  as  they  do  him,  and 
spends  a  great  deal  of  time  playing  with  them  and  doing 
things  for  them.  I  believe  that  as  they  grow  older, 
Lee  and  his  sons  will  have  a  relationship  they  will  al¬ 
ways  treasure. 

We  have  a  very  good  relationship  and  after  11  years 
of  marriage,  Lee  is  still  the  right  man  for  me. 


LILLIE  CHRISTINE  BOWLESD,  daughter  of  Luther  R. 
Bowles,  was  born  April  13,  1923,  at  Grandview,  Texas. 
She  attended  school  in  Ellis,  Hill  and  Johnson  Counties. 
After  finishing  at  Grandview  High,  she  worked  for  North 
American  Aircraft  near  Dallas. 

While  Christine  was  in  high  school,  she  won  the 
honor  of  being  elected  "Queen"  of  Grandview's  Annual 
Corn  Festival.  She  is  blonde  and  has  blue  eyes. 

Christine  married  Alton  Hubert  Bailey,  April  27, 
1942.  Alton  was  born  January  16,  1920,  in  Ratiff,  Miss. 
He  is  a  son  of  Flavous  and  Isabell  Forbus  Bailey.  Al 
served  in  World  War  II  in  the  European  theater.  Chris 
and  Al  have  operated  cleaning  plants  in  Lewisville  and 
Alvarado  since  1947.  They  presently  operate  a  cleaning 
plant  and  cafe  in  Alvarado. 

To  this  union  was  born:  Patricia  Gail,  December  10, 
1947,  Denton  Hospital;  Alton  Humbert,  born  August  21, 
1952. 

Alton  and  Christine  have  worked  hard  and  built 
themselves  a  home  near  Alvarado.  Alton  did  most  of  the 
work  himself.  He  is  clever  with  his  hands  and  can  do 
almost  anything  that  he  tries.  Chris  has  been  a  big 
help,  working  in  the  cleaning  shop  whenever  necessary. 

*  *  * 


JESSE  MERCER  BOWLES^,  eon  of  Charles  Silas  Bowles, 
was  "born  September  8,  1893  in  Choctaw  County,  (Bywy) 
Mississippi.  Jesse  came  to  Texas,  October  9,  1916.  He 
was  interested  in  mechanics  and  was  always  pretty  good 
at  the  trade.  After  he  was  discharged  from  the  Army, 
1918-1919,  he  went  to  an  automobile  school  in  Kansas. 

Jesse  was  almost  40  years  of  age  when  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Jesse  Lou  Wilson,  January  26,  1932.  He  had  a 
son,  Thomas  J.  Bowles,  born  January  28,  1933. 

Jesse  and  his  wife  did  not  have  a  successful  mar¬ 
riage.  When  T.  J.  was  about  3  years  old  he  was  put  in¬ 
to  a  home  for  retarded  children  in  Dallas,  Texas.  In 
later  years  T.  J.  recalled  his  experiences  in  the  home; 
he  said  that  he  could  not  understand  why  he  was  placed 
there  by  his  mother.  At  such  a  young  age  he  could  not 
understand  why  his  parents  did  not  live  together.  He 
used  to  take  care  of  a  little  girl  that  could  not  walk 
very  well;  they  were  very  fond  of  each  other.  T.  J. 
could  never  understand  why  he  was  in  a  home  with  so 
many  crippled  children;  apparently  he  had  no  knowledge 
of  his  disability. 

After  his  stay  in  Dallas,  T.J.  spent  several  years 
in  the  State  School  for  Boys,  Austin,  Texas.  It  was  here 
that  he  learned  to  work  and  master  his  handicap. 

Kitty,  his  aunt,  said  that  T.J.  grew  up  to  beafine 
man.  She  said  that  apparently  he  would  never  be  able  to 
be  entirely  on  his  own  but  that  he  could  work  if  proper¬ 
ly  supervised.  She  also  stated  that  he  might  have  been 
much  better  if  he  had  had  a  real  home  in  which  to  live. 

T.  J.  also  told  Kitty  that  he  still  loved  his 
mother,  but  he  felt  that  she  had  not  treated  him  right. 
He  said  that  he  wanted  to  be  buried  in  the  Grandview 
Cemetery  by  his  father  and  grandfather  and  Grandmother 
Bowles. 

After  the  divorce  Jesse  lived  alone  in  Kansas  and 
other  places  working  with  machinery,  etc.  His  wife  re¬ 
married,  in  fact  she  was  married  to  three  different  men 
after  she  and  Jesse  were  divorced. 

Jesse  was  ill  for  several  years  before  he  died  of 
a  rather  rare  enemia,  May  17,  1953.  During  his  last  few 
years  he  lived  away  from  Grandview  and  he  was  not  seen 
often  by  the  family.  However  he  came  back  to  Grandview 
and  lived  with  his  sister,  Kitty,  for  about  2  years  be¬ 
fore  he  died. 
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Jesse  was  always  sort  of  an  adventurous  sort  of 
young  man  who  liked  to  do  interesting  and  odd  things. 
Before  he  was  married,  he  always  furnished  amusement 
for  the  nieces  and  nephews  when  they  visited  in  the 
grandparent's  home.  He  would  rig  up  devices  to  shock 
anyone  who  was  interested  in  trying  his  unique  device. 
He  was  a  fair  hypnotist  and  ventriloquist.  I  remember 
when  I  was  just  a  boy,  Jesse  was  going  to  witch  a  well 
for  us.  We  lived  on  sort  of  a  hilly,  mountainous  area 
and  had  much  trouble  in  finding  water.  Jesse  got  his 
witching  stick  (fork)  ready  and  applied  pressure.  The 
stick  started  pointing  to  the  east.  We  followed  with 
great  anticipation.  We  knew  that  when  the  stick  pointed 
downward,  there  would  surely  be  water;  maybe  not  on 
top  of  the  ground,  but  within  a  few  feet  anyway.  As  we 
walked,  we  could  see  that  we  were  headed  toward  a  small 
dried  up  creek.  At  the  age  of  five  I  was  not  able  to 
know  exactly  what  happened,  but  the  well  was  dug  in  the 
creek  bed.  We  did  find  a  little  water  .' 

As  was  mentioned,  Jesse  was  near  40  when  he  mar¬ 
ried.  It  was  said  that  he  tried  to  conceal  his  romance 
from  his  folks  by  putting  his  dress  clothes  on  and  then 
putting  work  clothes  on  over  them. 

Jesse's  nephews  and  nieces  were  always  fond  of 
him.  He  was  a  bachelor  and  always  had  time  for  us. 
Even  after  he  was  married  he  was  always  sort  of  special 
to  us. 


FRANK  HURVY  BOWLES4,  son  of  Charles  Silas  Bowles, 
was  born  March  30,  1896  at  Eywy  (Choctaw  Co.)»  Miss. 
He  came  to  Texas  in  1916  and  settled  near  Grandview. 

Hurvy  went  into  the  Army  (World  War  I)  March  18, 
1918,  and  was  discharged  in  1919.  Over  half  of  that 
time  was  spent  in  France  and  Belgium.  Hurvy  had  the 
mumps  while  he  was  in  the  Army  and  had  very  little 
training  before  he  got  to  the  'front1.  He  was  injured 
by  gas.  It  is  said  that  when  the  gas  alarm  sounded, 

there  was  not  enough  time  to  clear  the  trenches - only 

he  and  another  man  got  to  safety.  Hurvy  was  pretty  ill 
and  was  hospitalized  in  England  before  returning  to  the 
States,  December  1918. 

The  story  is  told  that  Hurvy  had  two  buffalo  nick¬ 
els  which  he  managed  to  keep  during  his  stay  in  the 
Army.'  He  would  not  gamble,  but  he  would  loan  them  out 
to  other  men  for  gambling  purposes.  Hurvy  would  receive 
half  of  the  winnings. 

Hurvy  married  Eula  Va ye  Tatum,  August  6,  1921. 
Vaye  was  born  January  24,  1905  at  Cleburne,  Texas  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Joe  and  Frances  Tatum. 

To  this  union  was  born;  Mary  Frances,  p  51;  Edith 
Faye,  p  52;  Frank  Hurvy  Jr.,  p  52. 

Hurvy  and  his  family  have  farmed  in  Hill,  Johnson 
and  Ellis  Counties.  He  has  owned  a  farm  west  of  Coving¬ 
ton  since  1946.  He  and  Vaye  continue  to  live  there. 

During  the  past  few  years  Hurvy  has  been  in  poor 
health.  He  never  fully  recovered  from  the  poison  gas 
that  he  was  exposed  to  during  World  War  I.  He  also  has 
a  heart'  ailment.  Hurvy  and  Vaye  live  at  Covington,  Tex. 

MARY  FRANCES  BOWLES^,  daughter  of  Frank  Hurvy 
Bowles,  was  born  November  7,  1922,  at  Grandview,  Texas. 
She  attended  school  at  Files  Valley  and  finished  at 
Itasca  High.  She  worked  in  a  textile  factory  after 
finishing  school. 

Mary  Frances  was  married  to  Horace  McGee  Holcomb, 
October  1,  1941.  Horace  was  born  September  26,  1921  at 
Waxahachie,  Texas  and  was  the  son  of  Eddie  Eugene  and 
Frances  Elizabeth  Holcomb.  Horace  served  32  months  in 
the  4th  Air  Force  in  World  War  II. 

To  this  union  was  born  Jimmie  Ray  Holcomb,  May  16, 
1943;  and  Ronnie  Lee  Holcomb,  December  28,  1945. 

Mary  Frances  and  Horace  live  at  4342  Skelton  Dr., 
San  Antonio,  Texas. 
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EDITH  FAYE  BOWLES^,  dau^ter  of  Frank  Hurvy  Bowles, 
was  born  May  20,  1925,  at  Grandview,  Texas.  She  went 

to  school  at  Files  Valley  and  finished  at  Itasca  Higfr. 
She  worked  at  a  textile  mill  at  Itasca  and  did  clerical 
work  after  her  marriage. 

Edith  Faye  married  Jesse  William  Johnson,  August 
23,  1943.  Jesse  was  born  September  12,  1923  at  May- 

pearl,  Texas  and  was  the  son  of  William  Harvy  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Miller  Johnson.  Jesse  served  in  World  War  II  in 
the  Navy  for  three  years  and  three  months. 

To  this  union  was  born  Judith  Ann  Johnson,  Feb¬ 
ruary  13,  1945;  and  Sandra  Jean  Johnson,  February  22, 
1947.  Edith  Faye  and  Jesse  have  made  their  home  in 
Texas  and  presently  live  at  2514  Oak  Drive,  Gatesville. 

FRANK  HURVY  BOWLES  Jr.®,  son  of  Frank  Hurvy  Bowles, 
was  born  Dec.  20,  1927  at  Auburn,  Texas  (east  of  Grand¬ 
view).  Frank  went  to  school  in  Ellis  County,  graduat¬ 
ing  at  Covington. 

Frank  went  into  the  Navy  December  11,  1945.  He 
was  at  San  Diego  and  Rhode  Island,  spending  some  time 
aboard  the  U.  S.  S.  Witek  which  was  in  and  out  of  Bos¬ 
ton.  He  was  discharged  from  the  Navy  Oct.  15,  1947  and 
returned  to  his  job  with  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  in  Cle¬ 
burne.  He  completed  his  apprenticeship  for  Santa  Fe  in 
August  1950. 

Frank  married  Charlotte  Mae  Jones*  at  Hamilton, 
Texas,  September  28,  1948.  To  this  union  was  born: 
Beverly  Kay,  August  20,  1954;  Kenneth  David,  June  17, 
1958.  Both  children  were  bora  at  Cleburne,  Texas. 

Frank  and  Charlotte  bought  a  home  at  1520  N.  Wil¬ 
hite,  Cleburne  in  1954  and  he  continues  to  work  for 
Santa  Fe,  working  as  an  apprentice  instructor  in  the 
locomotive  department. 

Frank  and  Charlotte  moved  into  their  new  home,  at 
1302  Manor  Drive,  Cleburne,  Texas  in  April  of  1959. 


*See  Jones  Family,  page  122. 
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IRWIN  MARSHALL  BOWLES4,  boh  of  Charles  Silas 
Bowles,  wae  bora  January  24,  1S9D,  in  Choctaw  County, 
Mississippi.  He  came  to  Texas  in  January  191?  i*od  set¬ 
tled  near  Grandview.  He  lived  with  his  father  and  moth¬ 
er  until  he  enrolled  in  the  Southwestern  Baptist  Semi¬ 
nary  in  September  of  1924.  Irwin  studied  in  the  School 
of  Sacred  Music  and  received  nis  diploma  in  June  of 
192?.  He  also  learned  to  play  a  musical  saw  which 
was  played  with  a  violin  bovj. 

Irwin  has  been  an  active  Christian  and  has  been 
active  as  choir  director  in  the  First  Baptist  Church 
for  many  years. 

Irwin  was  married  to  Sophronia  Elizabeth  Abehire, 
June  12,  1926.  Elizabeth  was  born  November  2,  1903  in 
Johnson  County,  Texas.  Sne  was  the  daugh ter  of  Charlie 
Benfield  and  Effie  Eulalia  (Pylant)  Abahireu 

Irwin  has  farmed  most  of  his  life  around  Grandview 
and  presently  lives  at  Auiburn,  east  of  Grandview,  on 
Market  Road  No.  916,  where  he  and  Elizabeth  operate  the 
Auburn  Store  along  with  their  farming. 

Irwin  and  Elizabeth  have  uc  children.. 


53 


SECTION  I 
Chapter  4 


Descendants  of 
Perleman  Carroll  Bowlea 
(Third  Generation) 


PERLEMAN  CARROLL  BOWLES3,  son  of  P.  C.  Bowles2, 
was  born  July  24,  1849,  in  Choctaw  County,  Mississippi. 
He  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Southerland,  January  21,1873. 
To  this  union  was  born  David  Alvah  Bowles  (p.  57);  John 
William  Bowles  (p.60);  Perleman  Carroll  Bowles  (p.  62); 
Charles  Silas  Bowles  (p.  63);  Joseph.  Bunyon  Bowles 
(o.  59);  Mary  Prances  (Fannie)  Bowles  (p.  65);  James 
Henry  and  Margaret  Servilla  Bowles  (p.  59). 

Perleman  Carroll  Bowles  brought  his  family  to  Texas 
in  November,  1892,  and  settled  at  Files  Valley,  Hill 
County.  His  wife  died  the  following  year,  1893,  and 
was  buried  at  Files  Valley  Cemetery. 

After  P.  C. 1 s  wife  died,  he  and  his  family  moved 
to  Jones  County.  He  later  remarried  but  lived  only  a 
few  years  until  he  died  in  March,  1904;  he  was  buried 
in  Midway  Cemetery  between  Anson  and  Abilene,  Texas. 
He  had  been  in  poor  health  for  some  time  before  his 
death.  His  widow,  now  deceased,  went  to  live  with  a 
boy  whom  she  had  helped  to  raise. 

P.C.  was  a  farmer  most  of  his  life.  However,  when 
he  was  still  in  Mississippi,  he  broke  his  ankle  and  was 
never  able  to  do  much  more  farm  work.  He  taught  school 
for  a  short  time. 

Kitty  Bowles^,  a  niece  of  Perleman  C.  Bowles^,  re¬ 
members  this  story  being  tolds  When  the  family  dis¬ 
covered  that  P.  C.  was  going  to  marry  a  Southerland 
woman,  they  objected  strongly.  The  young  groom's  father 
could  still  remember  his  step-mother  (a  widow  Souther¬ 
land)  and  how  she  had  treated  him  when  he  was  a  boy. 
So  he  openly  objected  to  his  son  marrying  anyone  by  the 
name  of  Southerland.  However,  if  there  was  trouble,  the 
feeling  must  have  subsided  because  Fannie,  a  daughter 
of  P.  C.  Bowles^,  does  not  remember  hearing  this  men¬ 
tioned  after  she  was  born. 

*  *  * 

DAVID  ALVAH  BOWLES^,  son  of  Perleman  C.  Bowles3, 
was  born  March  4,  1875,  in  Choctaw  Co.  (Bywy),  Missis¬ 
sippi.  Alvah.  moved  to  Texas  when  he  was  about  18  years 
old  and  settled  at  Files  Valley  in  Hill  County.  He 
married  Theodosia  Arlie  Clement,  August  31,  1898  at  her 
home  near  Files  Valley.  Three  daughters  were  born  to 
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this  union:  Rita  Mae,  February  19,  1901;  Carroll,  Oct, 
6,  1904;  Alva  Rena,  September  15,  1909. 

Alvah  and  his  family  moved  to  Bomartow,  Baylor  Co., 
in  1907  where  his  wife  died  October  22,  1910.  Alvah  was 
remarried  again  in  1921  to  Mrs.  Dora  Richison.  She  still 
lives  at  Gorie,  Texas  (1959). 

Alvah  died  November  27,  1954. 

RITA  MAE  BOWLES6,  daughter  of  David  Alvah  Bowles, 
was  born  February  19,  1901  at  Files  Valley,  Texas.  She 
moved  to  Bomartow,  Texas  when  she  was  about  6  years  old. 
She  married  Emitt  Price  Golden,  May  10,  1921.  Three 
sons  were  born  to  this  union:  Jack  Emitt,  December  2, 
1921;  Billy  Weldon,  September  1,  1924;  Ray  Mack,  Dec., 
19,  1928. 

Jack  was  Captain  of  Cannon  Co.,  16  Inf.  Regt., 
First  Division  in  World  War  II.  He  was  killed  in  action 
in  Germany,  April  15,  1945. 

Rita  and  Emitt  live,  Box  1288,  Seymour,  Texas. 

BILLY  WELDON  GOLDEN6,  son  of  Rita  Mae  Bowles,  mar¬ 
ried  Marjory  Ann  Bradford,  August  24,  1947.  To  this 
union  was  born  three  children;  Jack  Emitt,  October  26, 
1948;  Billy  Bradford,  October  14,  1950;  Rita  Laurie, 

November  24,  1952. 

RAY  MACK  GOLDEN6,  son  of  Rita  Mae  Bowles,  married 
Norma  Jean  Davis,  December  19,  1949.  At  present  (1959) 
they  have  two  children;  Gorden  Ray,  bom  January  14, 
1951  in  Panama  Canal  Zone;  Linda  Jean,  born  August  5, 
1954. 

*  *  * 

CARROLL  BOWLES6,  daughter  of  Alvah  Bowles^,  was 
born  October  6,  1904  at  Files  Valley,  Texas.  She  moved 
to  Bomartow,  Texas  when  she  was  about  three  years  old. 
Carroll  married  Carroll  I.  ParkB,  December  19,  1924  in 
Santa  Ana,  Orange  Co.,  California.  They  presently  live 
in  California  and  have  no  children. 

*  *  * 

ALVA  RENA  BOWLES6,  daughter  of  Alvah  Bowie s^,  was 
born  at  Bomartow,  Texas,  September  15,  1909.  She  was 
married  to  Roland  Howe,  August  31,  1933  in  Seymour, 

Texas.  Two  daughters  have  been  born  to  this  union; 


' 


DESCENDANT 3  07  PEBLEMAN  CARED LL  BOWLES 


59 


Rita  Arline3,  June  8,  1937;  Madge  Ann^,  February  19, 
1939.  In  1959  Madge  was  attending  the  University  of 
Houston. 

At  present  Alva  and  Roland  live  at  3928  Clayton 
Road  West,  Ft.  Worth,  Texas.  Roland  is  in  the  Ranch  & 
Farm  Loan  Business. 

RITA  ARLINE  HOWE®,  daughter  of  Alva  Rena  Bowles, 
married  John  Lasater,  May  30,  1958.  They  have  a  child 
named  Carroll  Annette. 

*  *  * 

JOSEPH  BUNYAN  BOWLES4,  son  of  P.  C.  BowleaS,  (il). 
was  born  December  28,  1882;  he  was  married  but  died  in 
19p8,  in  Merkel,  Texas,  without  issue. 

JAMES  HENRY  BOWLES4,  son  of  P.  C.  Bowles3  (il), 
was  born  February  3,  1886.  He  probably  died  in  infancy. 

MARGARET  SERVILLA  BOWLES4,  daughter  of  P.C.  Bowles 
( I I ) ,  was  born  February  21,  1890.  She  probably  died  in 
infancy. 
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JOHN  WILLIAM  BOWLES4,  son  of  Perleraan  C.  Bowles^, 
was  born  November  23,  1873,  in  Choctaw  County,  Miss. 

He  moved  to  Texas  and  married  Lillie  Brown,  July  18, 
1903.  Lillie  was  born  February  19,  1881.  To  this  union 
was  born  five  children:  Edna  Zora,  Thelmer  Elmer,  Lee 
Roy,  Lester  Jackson,  and  Malcom. 

John  William  died  January  8^1952. 

EDNA  ZORA  BOWLES6,  daughter  of  J.  W.  Bowles4,  was 
born  March  3,  1906.  She  married  Tom  Patterson  and  to 
this  union  was  born  five  children.;  Andrew  Payton,  Rob¬ 
ert  William,  Arthur  George,  R.  V.  Thomas,  and  Clara 
Kathleen. 

ANDREW  PAYTON  PATTERSON6,  son  of  Edna  Bowles,  was 
born  August  29,  1926.  He  married  Jackie  Hare  and  to 
this  union  was  born  four  children;  Pat  Palmer,  born 
Feb.  23,  1948;  James  Howard,  born  August  13,  1950;  Edna 
Nanette,  born  November  16,  1953;  Donnie  Dean,  born  Sept. 
16,  1957. 

ROBERT  WILLIAM  PATTERSON^,  son  of  Edna  Bowles,  was 
born  November  23,  1927.  He  married  Glenna  Butler  and 
to  this  union  was  born  six  children;  Larry  Roy,  bora 
August  19,  1947;  Tommy  Glenn,  born  May  10,  1949;  Robert 
William  Jr.,  born  December  30,  1950;  Kelley  Wayne,  born 
August  31,  1954;  Barry  Don,  born  July  19,  1956;  Vickie 
Gwynn,  born  August  30,  1959. 

ARTHUR  GEORGE  PATTERSON6,  son  of  Edna  Bowles,  was 
born  June  6,  1929  and  married  Juannelle  Chatman;  three 
children  were  born  to  this  union:  George,  born  March  26, 
1951;  Brenda,  born  July  29,  1952;  Sandra,  born  March  2, 
1954. 

R.  V.  THOMAS  PATTERSON6,  son  of  Edna  Bowles,  was 
born  March  25,  1931.  He  married  Louise  Clayton  and  to 
this  union  was  born  one  child;  Troy  Dale,  born  October 
22,  1957 

CLARA  KATHLEEN  PATTERSON6,  daughter  of  Edna  Bowles, 
was  born  November  13,  1933.  She  married  Travis  D.  Mc¬ 
Carty  and  to  this  union  was  born  one  child;  Dalton  Mc¬ 
Carty,  bora  June  16,  1957. 

THELMER  ELMER  BOWLES6,  son  of  John  Wra.  Bowles4,  was 
born  July  24,  1907.  He  married  Sallie  Aileen  Ragland 
and  to  this  union  was  born  two  children:  Shelby  Robert 
Bowles,  and  Doris  Lanelle  Bowles. 
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Bielmer  Elmer  Bowles  has  lived  in  Austin,  Texas, 
for  many  years  and  has  heen  a  member  of  the  Austin  Pire 
Department  for  thirty-one  years.  He  presently  lives 
at  4715  So.  Congress,  Austin  4,  Texas. 

SHELBY  BQBERT  BOWLES6,  son  of  T.  E.  Bowles,  was 
born  November  5,  1928  and  married  Wilma  Lea  Christian; 
to  this  union  was  born  three  children:  Shelby  Bobert 
Jr.,  born  October  10,  1952;  Gary  Michael,  born  Sept. 
24,  1954;  Mark  Steven,  born  June  22,  1957. 

DOEIS  LANELLE  BOWLES6,  dau^iter  of  T.  E.  Bowles, 
was  born  November  29,  1934.  She  married  John  H.  Bag¬ 
gett  and  presently  has  no  children. 

LEE  BOY  BOWLES  6,  son  of  John  Win.  Bowles,  was  born 
December  27,  1908.  He  married  Myrtle  Ima  Frazier  and 
they  have  two  children;  Lee  Boy  Jr.  and  Donald  Bay. 

LEE  BOY  BOWLES  Jr.6,  son  of  Lee  Boy  Bowles,  was 
born  May  30,  1933.  He  married  Doris  Marie  Stewart. 

They  have  no  children  at  present. 

DONALD  BAY  BOWLES6,  son  of  Lee  Boy  Bowles,  was  born 
June  16,  1934.  He  has  not  married. 

LESTEB  JACKSON  BOWLES‘S,  son  of  John  Win.  Bowles, 
was  born  August  13,  1910.  He  married  Izola  Crumley  and 
to  this  union  was  born  four  children:  Leswell;  Travis, 
born  August  4,  1944;  Bonnie,  born  September  1,  1948; 

Susie  Gay,  born  August  12,  1952. 

LESWELL  BOWLES6,  son  of  Lester  Jackson  Bowles,  was 
born  November  21,  1939.  He  has  one  son,  Edwin,  born  in 
the  fall  of  1958. 

Travis,  Bonnie  and  Susie  are  not  married. 

MALCOM  BOWLES6,  son  of  John  Wm.  Bowles,  was  born 
June  24,  1912.  He  married  Alta  Puryear  and  to  this 
union  was  born  two  sons:  Boger  Bowles  and  David  Bowles. 

BOGEB  BOWLES6,  son  of  Malcolm  Bowles,  was  born 
March  17,  1937.  He  married  Kathy  Pybus  and  they  have 
no  children  at  present. 

DAVID  BOWLES6,  son  of  Malcolm  Bowles,  was  bom 
November  23,  1943.  He  has  not  married. 


PERLEMAN  CARROLL  BOWLES  III4,  Bon  of  Perleman 
C.  Bowie s^,  was  born  June  27,1878,  in  Choctaw  Co.,  Miss. 
He  probably  came  to  Texas  with  his  parents  in  1892  and 
settled  at  Files  Valley.  He  married  Mamie  McWhorter, 
February  7,  1907.  Mamie  was  born  February  7,  1890  and 

died  November  28,  1914. 

To  this  union  was  born  Audrey  Evelyn  Bowles,  Nov. 
5,  1907. 

On  March  16,  1921,  Perleman  C.  Bowles  III4,  was 

married  the  second  time  to  Viola  Davis  Hammond.  Viola 

was  born  January  27,  1888.  To  this  union  was  born: 

Cecil  B.  Bowles,  born  September  7,  1922;  Katherine 

Bowles,  born  July  8,  1926. 

This  branch  of  the  Bowles  family  was  also  Baptist 
and  good  Christians.  P.  C.  Bowles  III  was  a  deacon  in 
the  Baptist  Church  for  many  years  before  he  died,  Dec. 
14,  1930. 

AUDREY  EVELYN  BOWLES5,  dau^iter  of  Perleman  C. 
Bowles4,  was  born  November  5,  1907.  Audrey  married 

James  Jetton  G-oodloe,  September  24,  1927.  To  this  union 
was  bora  two  children:  James  Jetton  Goodloe  Jr.;  Joan¬ 
na  Carol  Goodloe. 

Audrey  and  her  husband  own  and  operate  a  roadside 
cafe  and  service  station  at  Mount  Calm,  Texas. 

JAMES  JETTON  GOODLOE  Jr. 6,  son  of  Audrey  Bowles, 
was  born  June  19,  1929.  He  married  Mary  Sue  Helfin, 
December  4,  1952.  To  this  union  two  sons  have  been 
born:  James  Jetton  G-oodloe  III,  born  September  13,  1954; 
Garlon  Dee,  born  September  18,  1957. 

JOANNA  CAROL  GOODLOE6,  daughter  of  Audrey  Bowles, 
was  born  March  2,  1934.  She  married  William  Jack  Fer¬ 
rell,  June  5,  1953.  One  daughter  has  been  born  to  this 
union:  Audrey  Ann  Ferrell,  June  17,  1957. 

Joanna  and  Jack  live  in  Killeen,  Texas,  where  he 
is  office  manager  for  an  accounting  firm. 

CECIL  B.  BOWLES5,  son  of  Perleman  C.  Bowles4,  was 
born  September  7,  1922.  He  married  Rena  Cowan,  Feb.  14, 
1957.  As  far  as  is  known  no  children  have  been  born  to 
thin  union. 

■c'.V’.HERINE  BOWLES5,  daughter  of  P.  C.  Bowles4,  was 
boxi.  u:  8,  1926.  She  married  William  Jennings  Henry, 
June  4,  1948.  Two  children  have  been  bora  to  this  union. 
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CHARLES  SILAS  BOWLES4*,  son  of  Perleman  Carroll 
Bowles5,  was  born  in  Choctaw  County,  Mississip^  Sept. 
17,  1880.  He  moved  to  Texas  (probably  before  1^00  and 
settled  near  Files  Valley  in  Hill  Co.,  Texas)  and  mar¬ 
ried  Emily  Elizabeth  (Bessie)  Webb  in  1913  at  Hood, 
Texas.  She  was  born  January  13,  1892  in  Parker  Co., 
Texas,  and  died  September  30,  1945  in  Lamesa,  Texas. 

Charlie,  as  he  was  called,  was  a  school  teacher 
and  he  taught  in  various  schools  throughout  West  Texas. 
It  was  while  he  was  teaching  school  that  he  met  Emily 
Webb,  one  of  his  students  whom  he  later  married.  Charlie 
and  Bessie  moved  to  Lamesa,  Texas,  around  1936  where 
they  both  lived  until  their  death.  He  went  to  Simmons 
College,  Abilene,  Texas. 

Charles  Silas  was  a  quiet,  sincere  and  unassuming 
man  with  a  good  dry  sense  of  humor.  He  was  a  generous 
man  and  was  always  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand.  He  was 
tall,  and  weighed  around  150  pounds.  He  had  chills  and 
fever  while  growing  up  and  raising  a  family  during  the 
depression  (1930)  took  its  toll  with  him.  Charlie  died 
May  2,  1939  with  a  heart  ailment.  Emily  died  Sept.  30, 
1945. 

Charles  and  Emily  Bowles  had  four  girls:  Ina  Maye, 
Bessie  Bernice,  Charlie  Faye  and  Dorothy  Jaunita. 

INA  MAYE  BOWLES^,  daughter  of  Charles  Silas  Bowles, 
was  born  September  25,  1914,  in  Hood,  Texas.  She  fin¬ 
ished  school  in  Seagraves,  Texas.  Ina  Maye  married 
Artie  Liles  in  1932.  Artie  was  born  February  20,  1910 
in  eastern  Texas.  They  own  and  operate  their  own  farm 
in  Loop,  Texas. 

To  this  union  was  born:  Sharon  Sue  Liles,  born 
December  14,  1940;  Charlie  Jaunita  Liles,  born  Sept.  15, 
1943.  Both  children  were  born  in  Lamesa,  Texas. 

BESSIE  BERNICE  BOWLES5,  daughter  of  Charles  Silas 
Bowles,  was  born  March  12,  1916,  in  Shamrock,  Texas. 
After  finishing  high  school  in  Wichita  Falls,  She  took 
nurses  training  in  Lubbock,  Texas.  She  practiced  nurs¬ 
ing  from  1937  to  1941,  and  then  she  worked  as  an  Airline 
Hostess  for  Trans  World  Airlines  until  1947.  It  was 

♦Charles  Silas  Bowles^  is  not  to  be  confused  with  his 
Uncle  Charles  Silas  Bowles^. 
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while  working  as  an  Airline  Hostess  that  she  met  Howard 
E.  Hall  whom  she  married  in  May  of  1947. 

The  Halls  live  atl23rd.  and  Highway  69,  Stillwell, 
Kansas. 

Howard  E.  Hall  was  "born  in  Kay,  Oklahoma,  in  1902. 
He  has  been  a  pilot  for  Trans  World  Airlines  since  1929, 
flying  the  International  Division  at  present  (1959). 
Bessie  and  Howard  live  in  Kansas  City,  Kansas.  Ihey 
have  one  foster  son,  Charles  Weldon  Hall. 

Charles  Weldon  Hal  1.6  was  born  January  25,  1936,  in 
Kansas  City,  Kansas.  He  married  June  Edette  Laffoon  in 
Kansas  City,  May  7,  1958.  Charles  is  a  pilot.  He  and 
June  have  one  son,  Charles  Edward  Hall,  born  March  16, 
1959  at  Fayetteville,  Arkansas. 

CHARLIE  FAYE  BOWLES5,  daughter  of  Charles  Silas 
Bowles,  was  born  August  2,  1918  at  Munday,  Texas.  She 
finished  high  school  at  Laraesa,  Texas.  She  married  J. 
D.  Hudson  in  1940.  J.  D.  was  born  September  22,  1918 
in  Happy,  Texas.  He  was  in  World  War  II  in  the  Pacific. 

J.  D.  surrendered  to  preach  in  1947  and  is  now 
(1959)  a  North  American  Baptist  Missionary  preacher  in 
Odessa,  Texas. 

To  this  union  was  born  three  children:  Gloria 
Jeanette  Hudson,  born  September  4,  1941,  Lamesa,  Texas; 

James  Charles  Hudson,  born  April  13,  1944,  Lamesa, - he 

was  killed  in  a  car  accident  in  Odessa,  January  26, 
1959  (age  14);  Elizabeth  Ann  Hudson,  bora  October  25, 
1946,  Lamesa,  Texas. 

DOROTHY  JAUNITA  BOWLES5,'  daughter  of  Charles  Silas 
Bowles,  was  born  December  5,  1924,  Knox  County,  Texas. 
She  finished  high  school  in  Lamesa  and  married  Roscoe 
Buckalew  in  1941.  Roscoe  was  born  August  27,  1922  and 
served  in  the  Army  in  World  War  II  in  the  Atlantic 
Division.  He  is  now  employed  by  Furr's  Foods  in  the 
trucking  division.  Dorothy  and  Roscoe  are  presently 
(1959)  living  in  Lubbock,  Texas. 

To  this  union  was  born  two  children:  Gayland  Buck¬ 
alew,  born  October  30,  1944,  Lamesa,  Texas;  Nita  Roraell 
BucKalew,  born  November  16,  1946,  Lubbock,  Texas. 

*  *  * 


, 

* 


MART  FRANCES  BOWLES^,  dau^ter  of  Perleman  Carroll 
Bowles,  was  born  November  6,  1887,  in  Choctaw  County, 

Mississippi.  She  came  to  Texas  with  her  family  in  No¬ 
vember,  1892,  and  settled  in  Files  Valley,  Hill  County. 
She  was  only  five  years  old  at  the  time  and  was  the 
first  Mary  Frances  Bowles  to  attend  school  at  Files  Val¬ 
ley.  (Hurvy  Bowles,  a  first  cousin  to  Mary  Frances,  had 
a  daughter,  Mary  Frances  Bowles,  who  attended  school  at 
Files  Valley  in  the  1930's.) 

After  Mary  Frances'  mother  died  (1893),  the  family 
moved  to  Jones  County  where  they  lived  until  her  father 
died  in  1900.  Then  she  went  back  to  Files  Valley  and 
lived  with  her  brother  Alvah  Bowles  until  she  enrolled 
at  Mary  Harding  College  at  Belton,  Texas.  Alvah  moved 
to  Baylor  County  about  1906  and  Mary  Frances  went  to 
Baylor  County  in  1907  where  she  taught  school  foi  four 
years.  She  has  always  been  called  Fannie. 

Mary  Frances  met  her  husband,  Lycurgus  Stokes 
Thomas,  in  Baylor  County,  and  they  were  married  at  Sey¬ 
mour,  Texas,  May  11,  1911,  in  a  ceremony  performed  by 

J.  S.  Lawrence,  a  Baptist  minister. 

Lycurgus  Stokes  Thomas  was  born  February  7,  1889, 

in  Collins  County,  Texas.  He  was  the  son  of  Thomas 

Stokes  and  Mary  Isabelle  (Touchstone)  Biomas,  both  of 
whom  are  now  deceased.  Lycurgus  is  a  carpenter  con¬ 
tractor.  They  live  at  1819  Pearl  Street;,  Wichita  Falls. 

To  Mary  Frances  and  Lycurgus  were  born  six  children: 
Thomas  StokeB  Thomas  Jr.^;  Alvah  Bay;  Herbert  Herschel; 
Mary  Frances;  Charles  Caro 11  and  Arlene. 

THOMAS  STOKES  THOMAS  Jr.®,  son  of  Mary  Frances 
Bowles,  was  born  at  Bomarton,  Baylor  County,  Texas, 
September  14,  1912.  He  married  Lois  Brackett  on  October 
31,  1930,  in  Oklahoma.  Three  children  were  born  to 
this  union;  David  Raymond,  Alvah  Louise,  and  Anita  Ann. 
Thomas  Stokes  (T.  S.  as  he  was  called)  was  married  a 
second  time,  on  September  3,  1943,  to  Janie  Gardner,  in 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas.  T.S.  is  a  cabinet  maker,  and  he, 
Janie  and  Anita  Ann  live  at  1516  Beverly  Drive,  Wichita 
Falls,  Texas. 

DAVID  RAYMOND  THOMAS”,  son  of  Thomas  Stokes  Thomas, 
was  bora  March  29,  1933,  and  died  February  5,  1935,  in 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas. 
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ALVAJI  LOUISE  THOMAS^,  daughter  of  Thomas  Stokes 
Thomas,  was  horn  August  4,  1934,  in  Wichita  Falls,  Texas. 
She  married  John  W.  Andrews  on  May  8,  1953,  in  Wichita 
Falls.  Two  daughters  have  been  horn  to  this  union: 
Carey  Elizabeth  Andrews?,  born  July  2,  1957;  Jean 
Adrienne  Andrews?,  born  June  5,  1959.  Alvah  Louise  and 
John  live  at  2139  Avenue  L,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas. 

John  Andrews  was  born  January  27,  1926.  He  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  ornamental  iron  business  in  addition  to 
employment  at  jaheppard  Air  Force  Base. 

ANITA  AM  THOMASS,  daughter  of  Thomas  Stokes  Thomas, 
was  born  August  2,  1938,  in  Wichita  Falls.  She  is  pre¬ 
sently  employed  as  a  stenographer  in  the  Personnel  Di¬ 
vision,  Wichita  Falls  State  Hospital. 

ALT AH  HAY  THOMAS^,  son  of  Mary  Frances  Bowles,  was 
born  December  7,  1916,  in  Bomarton,  Baylor  County,  Texas. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Fischer,  born  November  3,  1917,  in 
Wichita  Falls,  on  February  22,  1938.  Two  children  were 
born  to  this  union:  Paula  Harriet t,  born  June  27,  1939  in 
Wichita  Falls;  Alvah  Ray  Thomas,  Jr.,  born  July  2,  1940, 
in  Wichita  Falls. 

Ray  was  killed  July  6,  1941,  near  Wichita  Falls, 
in  an  airplane  crash,  and  he  is  buried  in  Riverside 
Cemetery,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas. 

Elizabeth  is  now  married  to  Murry  Hughes,  and  this 
family  resides  at  2500  Northwest  38th  Street,  Oklahoma 
City,  Oklahoma.  The  two  children  are  college  students. 

HERBERT  HERSCHEL  THOMAS^,  son  of  Mary  Frances 
Bowles,  was  born  February  18,  1922,  in  Bomarton, Baylor 
County,  Texas.  He  was  killed  October  4,  1944,  while 
serving  overseas  in  World  War  II  with  the  104th  (Timber- 
wolf)  Division  of  the  Infantry.  He  is  buried  in  Belgium. 

MARY  FRANCES  THOMAS^,  daughter  of  Mary  Frances 
Bowles,  was  bora  July  14,  1924,  in  Bomarton,  Baylor  Co., 
Texas.  She  is  presently  employed  by  an  independent  oil 
producer  and  resides  at  1819  Pearl  Street,  Wichita  Falls. 

CHARLES  CAROLL  THOMAS5,  son  of  Mary  Frances  Bowles, 
was  born  December  5,  1925;  he  died  of  meningiti s  on  Oct. 
22,  1926,  and  is  buried  in  Riverside  Cemetery,  Wichita 
Falls  Texas. 
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ARLENE  THOMAS^,  daughter  of  Mary  Frances  Bowles, 
was  born  May  23,  1928,  at  Wichita  Falls,  Texas.  She 

was  married  on  June  9,  1946,  to  J.  C.  Gibson.  J.  C. 

was  born  February  6,  1923,  in  Burkburnett,  Wichita  Co., 
Texas.  To  this  union  was  born  three  daughters: 

D'Alene  Gibson,  born  December  14,  1947;  Lisa  Jay  Gibson, 
born  April  10,  1954;  Sharon  Arlene,  born  March  17,  1956. 
All  three  children  were  born  in  Wichita  Falls,  Texas. 

J.  C.  is  employed  by  Bailey  Miessner  Company,  Idle- 
wholesale  plumbing  suppliers;  this  family  resides  at 
4234  Idlewood  Drive,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas. 
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SECTION  I 
Chapter  5 


Descendants  of 
William  Mercer  Bowles 
(Third  generation) 


WILLIAM  MERCER  BOWLES3,  son  of  Perleraan  Carroll 
Bowles^,  was  Lorn  May  27,  1867  at  the  'Old.  Home  Place1 

at  Bywy,  Mississippi.  He  was  the  youngest  son  born  to 
P.  C.  Bowles.  William,  who  was  always  called  Billy, 
was  only  11  years  old  when  his  father  died.  Ihe  farm 
was  too  much  for  him  so  his  brother  Charles  Silas  and 
his  wife  moved  back  to  help  farm  the  land  until  Billy 
was  old  enough  to  take  over  the  job. 

It  is  said  that  Billy,  later  called  'Uncle  Billy', 
sort  of  'lived  it  up'  while  he  was  a  young  man.  His 
mother  was  left  considerable  wealth  which  he  probably 
used  rather  freely.  He  did  some  drinking  as  is  born 
out  in  a  story  remembered  by  a  nephew.  It  seems  that 
after  Uncle  Billy  was  married  he  always  rode  a 
certain  mare.  One  night  the  mare  came  home  with  no  one 
on  her.  Billy's  negro  farm  hand,  Ed  Jones,  saddled  a 
mule  for  himself  and  headed  toward  town.  When  he  got 
to  Bywy  swamp,  he  found  Uncle  Billy  lying  along  side 
the  road  where  he  had  fallen  off  his  mare.  The  negro 
took  Billy  home,  put  him  to  bed  and  no  one  ever  knew 
what  had  happened,  especially  his  mother  or  his  wife. 

The  above  story  should  not  leave  the  impression 
that  Billy  was  not  an  honorable  and  upright  man.  He  was, 
in  later  years,  the  Church  Clerk  of  Mt.  Pisgah  Church 
for  many  years  before  he  died.  Billy' s  obituary  re¬ 
flects  the  true  character  of  a  fine  neighbor  and  a 
Christian  man. 

William  Mercer  married  Ona  Wise  in  1895.  Hie 
Bowles  and  Wise  children  grew  up  together  and  went  to 
the  same  school  and  church.  Ona  Wise  was  the  daughter 
of  David  Frank  and  Mattie  Douglas  Wise. 

To  this  union  was  born:  Kitty  Mae  Bowles,  page  73; 
David  Percer  Bowles,  p  73;  Gertrude  Bowles,  p  78;  Mattie 
Elsie  Bowles,  p  79;  Freddie  Christene  Bowles,  p  78;  Jim¬ 
mie  Alma  Bowles,  p  81.  William  Mercer  died  October  6, 
1930.  Ona  died  September  9,  1947. 

Around  1900  the  Old  Home  Place  was  deeded  to  Uncle 
Billy  because  he  had  stayed  home  and  taken  care  of  his 
mother.  The  other  brothers  and  sisters  felt  that  he 
should  have  the  place.  When  he  died,  he  in  turn  deeded 
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the  place  to  his  wife  Qna.  When  she  died  she  deeded  it 
to  their  son  David  Fercer.  However  when  David  died  in 
1947,  he  left  no  will  which  will  probably  cause  the 
Home  Place  to  be  out  of  the  Bowles  family  before  too 
long.  J.  W.  Bowles,  the  only  male  survivor  of  David  P. 
Bowles,  will  receive  only  one  fifth  of  the  property. 

Obituary?  Death  of  William  Mercer  Bowles  as  recorded  in 
The  Choctaw  Plaindealer,  Ackerman,  Miss. ,  October  10, 
1930. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  the  Plaindealer  is 
called  upon  this  week  to  chronicle  the  death  of  one  of 
Choctaw's  best  citizens  in  the  personality  of  Mr.  W.M. 
(Billy)  Bowles,  which  sad  event  occurred  at  his  home  in 
the  Wise  Store  Community  in  the  Bywy  section  of  Choctaw 
on  last  Monday  after  an  illness  lasting  through  several 
months  with  heart  trouble.  Mr.  Bowles  was  in  his  64th 
year  and  an  outstanding  citizen  in  his  community  for 
honesty,  integrity,  and  upright  living.  He  was  a  life¬ 
long  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  holding  his  member¬ 
ship  at  Mt.  Pisgah,  member  of  Woodmen  of  the  World  and 
belonged  to  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  families 
in  this  section  and  widely  connected.  He  had  served 
his  country  on  the  Democratic  Executive  Committee,  and 
always  stood  for  those  things  that  meant  for  a  better 
citizenship  for  his  Country,  State  and  Nation. 

Eune ral  services  were  held  at  the  family  residence 
at  10  O'clock  Tuesday  morning,  where  a  large  concourse 
of  relatives  and  friends  gathered  to  pay  a  last  tribute 
of  respect.  Internment  took. place  in  the  Bowles  Ceme¬ 
tery,  near  his  late  residence;  services  were  in  charge 
of  Rev.  E.  Z.  Crick,  of  Reform. 

He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  formerly  Miss  Ona 
Wise,  and  the  following  children:  Mrs.  Mae  Gammill, 
Shaw,  Miss.;  Mrs.  Gertrude  Philley,  Oak  Grove,  La.;  Mrs. 
Mattie  Gunter,  Boyle,  Miss.;  Mrs.  Christene  Woodson, 
Ackerman,  Miss.;  Mrs.  Alma  Haynes,  Eupora,  Miss.;  and 
one  son,  Mr.  Percer  Bowles,  Cleveland,  Miss,  and  one 
brother  Mr.  Charlie  Bowles,  Grandview,  Texas. 

We  extend  to  the  sorrowing  ones  our  deepest  sym¬ 
pathy  in  the  passing  of  their  beloved  one  and  this 
splendid  Christian  citizen. 


■ 
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KITTY  MAE  BOWLES4,  dau^iter  of  W.  Mercer  Bowles,  was 
born  November  24,  1895  in  Choctaw  Co.,  Mississippi.  She 
was  married  to  Thomas  Lester  Gammill,  November  22,  1917. 
Two  children  were  born  to  this  union:  Bessie  Louise, 
and  Thomas  Lester  Gammill  Jr. 

Kitty  Mae  and  Lester  have  lived  at  Skene,  Missis¬ 
sippi  during  their  married  life.  (Box  252) 

BESSIE  LOUISE  GAMMILL5,  daughter  of  Kitty  Mae 
Bowles,  was  born  December  25,  1918.  She  taught  school 
and  was  the  County  Home  Demonstrator  at  Monticello, 
Mississippi  at  the  time  of  her  death,  June  24,  1950. 
She  was  not  married. 

THOMAS  LESTER  GAMMILL  Jr.5,  was  born  November  3, 
1920.  He  married  Alice  Frances  Foster,  March  16,  1942. 
Twins,  Thomas  Lester  Gammill  III  and  Frances  Foster 
Gammill,  were  born  January  2,  1943. 

Thomas  and  Alice  were  divorced  and  Thomas  married 
Mae  Frances  Brown,  September  26,  1952.  Thomas  and  Mae 
have  two  children:  Mary  Gaye,  born  A  ugust  25,  1953  and 
Lester  Brown  Gammill,  bom  August  30,  1955.  Lester  and 
Mae  Frances  live  in  Cleveland,  Mississippi,  where  he 
has  three  dusting  and  spraying  planes  which  he  uses  to 
dust  cotton  for  the  public.  Lester's  oldest  son,  Tommy, 
lives  with  his  grandmother  at  Skene,  Mississippi; 
Frances  lives  with  her  mother  in  Blytheville,  Arkansas. 

DAVID  PERCER  BOWLES4,  son  of  William  Mercer  Bowles, 
was  born  January  10,  1898  in  Choctaw  County,  Missis¬ 
sippi.  In  1915  David  met  Pauline  Brock*  at  Mt.  Pisgah 
Church.  David  asked  Pauline  for  a  date  after  church 
and  she  consented  to  his  taking  her  home.  From  that 
time  on,  David  and  Pauline  saw  each  other  whenever  pos¬ 
sible.  David  was  about  17  or  18  years  old  at  this  time. 
In  1917  David  quit  Bywy  school  and  enrolled  at  Reform 
where  Pauline  attended.  This  way  David  saw  her  daily 
as  he  walked  her  to  and  from  school  for  the  following 
seven  months.  School  was  out  in  April  and  they  were 
married  May  12,  1918.  David's  father,  William  Mercer, 
lived  eleven  years  after  David  was  married. 

David  was  active  in  the  Mt.  Pisgah  Church.  After 
his  father  died,  David  took  over  the  position  of  church 
clerk  which  he  held  until  he  died.  When  David  died, 

*See  Brock  Family,  page  103. 
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the  church  wanted  his  son,  James  William  to  take  over 
the  position  but  J.  W.  declined. 

To  David  and  Pauline  Bowles  was  born:  Luciebelle, 
Irene,  James  William,  Mayme  Louise  and  Barbara  Ann. 

David  and  Pauline  lived  on  and  farmed  the  same 
land  that  his  grandfather  settled  around  1840,  after 
going  to  Mississippi. 

David  Percer  died  August  1,  1948.  Pauline  and  Bar¬ 
bara  continued  to  live  on  the  farm  until  around  1959. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Barbara  went  away  to  work 
and  Pauline  went  to  live  with  one  of  her  daughters. 
However  it  was  only  a  few  months  until  Pauline  was 
back  on  the  farm. 

IRENE  BOWLES®,  daughter  of  David  Percer  Bowles, 
was  born  Peb.  14,  1921  in  Choctaw  Co.,  Miss.  She  mar¬ 
ried  Alvin  Henderson.  To  this  union  was  born:  G.  Alvin, 
bora  August  3,  1948;  David,  born  Oct.  8,  1950;  Harrol 
Dean,  born  Oct.  6,  1951;  Elbert,  born  Oct.  10,  1953;  Hel- 
len,  born  July  5,  1955.  One  boy  is  dead.  Alvin  was 
previously  married  and  had  a  girl  named  Vera  Mae. 

JAMES  WILLIAM  B0WLE8®,  son  of  David  Percer  Bowles, 
was  bora  February  9,  1925  in  Choctaw  County,  Missis¬ 

sippi.  He  went  into  the  U.  S.  Navy  February  8,  1942 
and  sailed  over  seas  in  1943.  He  was  at  Pearl  Harbor 
for  two  years.  After  returning  from  the  service  he 
farmed  with  his  father  until  his  father's  death  in  1948. 

J.  W.  Bowles  married  Betty  Harris  Threat*,  about 
1950  and  they  lived  in  a  small  house  on  his  father's 
place.  This  was  the  land  that  P.  C.  Bowles^  cleared 
and  cultivated  over  100  years  ago. 

To  J.  W.  and  Betty  was  bora  two  boys,  Lester  Percy, 
born  January  17, 1951  and  Jimmy  Clayton,  born  August  17, 
1954.  Both  the  boys  were  born  on  the  farm  where  J.  W. 
lived.  Their  address  is  Route  2,  Ackerman,  Mississippi. 

J.  W.  continued  to  farm,  but  occasionally  took 
other  work  during  the  winter  monthB.  He  was  working 
near  Miami,  Florida,  when  his  wife  and  children  were 
killed  in  an  automobile  accident. 

♦See  Harris  Family,  page  119. 
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DESCENDANTS  OF  WILLIAM  MERCED  BOWLES 
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When  Ona  Wise  Bowles,  wife  of  William  Mercer  Bowles 
died,  she  willed  the  P.  C.  Bowles'  Home  Place  to  her 
son  David.  William  Mercer  always  said  that  he  wanted 
the  place  to  stay  in  the  Bowles  family  as  long  as  there 
was  a  Bowles  to  bear  the  name.  However,  when  David  died, 
he  did  not  stipulate  this  in  a  will,  but  instead,  it 
will  go  to  Pauline  and  her  children.  Pauline  received 
only  a  child's  share  and  J.W.  got  only  a  child's  share. 

As  it  stands  at  present  (1959),  J.  W.  Bowles^  is 
the  only  (male)  Bowles  descendant  receiving  part  of  the 
property.  J.  W.  will  not  be  owner  of  the  'Old  Home 
Place'  unless  he  buys  the  other  shares. 

Pauline,  J.  W.  ' s  mother,  presently  has  the  place 
leased  and  she  is  living  with  her  daughter  in  Green¬ 
ville,  Mississippi.  For  the  first  time  in  over  110 
years  there  is  not  a  Bowles  living  on  the  land  that 
P.C.  Bowles^  settled  in  the  1840's.  Times  have  changed. 
People  have  moved  to  the  cities  or  taken  jobs  elsewhere. 
Here  is  an  estate,  long  held  by  the  Bowles  Family.  It 
has  been  the  "bread  and  honey"  for  a  great  family  for 
many  years.  If  this  soil  could  but  talk,  what  stories 
of  the  past  it  could  tell,' 

Since  the  death  of  J.  W. ' s  wife,  he  has  not  farmed 
the  Home  Place.  He  is  presently  driving  a  truck  in 
Webster  County.  He  recently  married  a  Blake  woman  who 
has  three  children  by  a  previous  marriage.  Biey  have 
one  boy,  born  February,  1959. 

The  one  stepson  of  J.  W. ' s  that  survived  the  wreck 
in  1957  is  now  living  with  his  grandmother  Harris. 

DEATH  OF  J.  W.  BOWLES'  WIFE,  December  1957. 

J.  W.  Bowles  was  working  in  Florida  near  Miami. 
He  had  been  farming  part  of  the  "P.  C.  Bowles  Place"  a- 
bout  12  miles  north  of  Ackerman  in  the  Bywy  Community, 
but  had  gone  to  Florida  to  work  during  the  winter.  He 
was  driving  a  milk  truck. 

J.  V/.  '  s  wife  Betty,  age  34,  her  four  children  and 
Betty's  cousin,  Wesley  H.  Ouzts,  left  her  home  Tuesday, 
December  3,  1957.  The  accident  occured  near  Dothan, 
Alabama,  about  400  miles  from  home.  The  patrolman  said 
that  Betty  was  in  the  driver's  seat  and  was  attempting 
to  pass  another  automobile  in  a 'no  passing  zone'  on  U.S. 
Highway  84,  two  miles  east  of  the  Dothan  City  Limits. 


.  *  ' 

1 


76 


BOWLES  HISTOBY 


A  big  refrigerator  truck  filled  with  oranges  was  top¬ 
ping  the  hill  and  hit  the  Bowles  car  head-on.  Patrol¬ 
man  Prier  said,  11  It  was  a  sickening  sight.  The  woman 
(Betty)  was  half  in  and  half  out  of  the  demolished  ve¬ 
hicle.  The  man  was  lying  on  the  ground  by  the  right 
rear  wheel.  One  child's  crumpled  body  was  in  the  front 
seat.  The  other  bodies  were  pulled  from  the  wreckage 
before  I  arrived".  He  added,  "this  is  the  worst  acci¬ 
dent  in  this  area  in  many  many  years".  Betty  had  just 
renewed  her  drivers  license  at  Ackerman  a  couple  of 
days  previously. 

Those  in  the  car  were  Betty,  her  two  sons,  James 
E.  Threet,  age  10  and  M.  L.  Threet,  age  12.  Both  boys 
were  by  a  previous  marriage.  There  was  also  Betty's 
two  boys  by  J.  W.  Bowles,  Jimmie  Clayton  and  Lester 
Percy  Bowles,  ages  about  6  and  3.  Betty' s  cousin,  Wes¬ 
ley  H.  Ouzts  was  also  in  the  car.  James  E.  Threet  was 
the  only  survivor;  he  had  a  broken  leg.  M.  L.  Threet 
lived  for  about  4  hours.  The  truck  driver  received  cuts 
and  bruises. 

Betty  and  her  3  sons  were  brought  back  and  buried 
in  the  Bowles  cemetery.  It  was  described  as  a  very  sad 
experience. 

J.  W.  Bowles  had  lost  his  wife,  two  sons  and  one 
stepson.  All  he  had  left  was  his  stepson,  J.  E.  Threet. 

LUCIEBELLE  BOWLES^,  daughter  of  David  P.  Bowles, 
was  born  June  27,  1920  in  Choctaw  Co.,  Mississippi.  She 
was  in  the  12th  grade  when  she  quit  school  to  join  the 
National  Youth  Administration.  She  took  Home  Improve¬ 
ment  and  Nursing,  and  graduated  May  1,  1939  from  N.Y.A. 

Luciebelle  married  Herman  Perry  Cockran,  May  6, 
1939.  To  this  union  was  born:  Jeannette,  Feb.  24,  1941; 
William  Perry,  born  Nov.  29,  1942;  David  Owen,  born 

June  23,  1949;  Sarah  Catherine  born  Feb.  22,  1951;  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Ann  born  Sept.  26,  1954.  One  girl  is  dead. 

Jeannette  graduated  from  high  school  in  1959  and 
she  received  a  scholarship  to  attend  college  at  Jackson 
Mississippi.  She  is  now  training  to  be  a  nurse  at  the 
Baptist  Memorial  Hospital  in  Greenville.  Jeannette  was 
active  in  the  high  school  orchestra,  playing  the  viola. 
She  also  played  cymbals  and  bass  in  the  high  school  band 
in  Greenville. 
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Herman  Perry  Cockran  was  born  November  30,  1902, 

at  Mathiston,  Mississippi  and  is  a  carpenter  by  trade. 
He  was  first  married  to  Annie  Lee  Eozier  in  1925.  She 
died  in  1934.  To  this  union  was  born  3  children:  James 
Vernard  Cockran:  Eobert  Austin  Cockran;  Vera  Mae  Coch¬ 
ran.  James  enlisted  in  the  Marine  Corps.  Oct.  26,  1943. 
He  was  killed  in  action  July  25,  1944  at  Tinniann. 

Eobert  Austin  (2nd  son)  enlisted  in  the  Navy  Dec.  12, 
1944,  then  in  the  Air  Force  July  1947.  He  is  now,  1959, 
stationed  at  Austin  Air  Force  Base  (Bergstrom),  Texas, 
he  is  in  the  medics  and  his  wife  Louise  is  a  nurse  at 
the  Base  Hospital  at  Austin.  They  have  two  sons,  Joseph 
Vernard,  born  Jan.  5,  1956,  and  John  Herman  born  Sept. 
1958.  Vera  Mae  Cockran  married  John  Eobert  Hen¬ 
son  .in  1951.  They  have  one  son,  John  Eobert  Henson  II. 
John  works  at  Greenville  Fire  Department  and  Vera  is 
manager  of  Merchants  Credit  Bureau,  Greenville,  Miss. 

Luciebelle  and  Herman  built  a  home  in  Greenville, 
Mississippi  in  1958.  They  live  at  411  Watwood  Street. 

MAYME  LOUISE  BOWLES^,  daughter  of  David  Percer 
Bowles,  was  born  July  1,  1931  in  Choctaw  Co.,  Miss.  She 
married  Billy  Smith  McCafferty  (born  Oct.  5,  1925).  To 
this  union  was  born;  Betty  Lorraine  born  Feb.  7,  1947; 
Syble  Leuell  born  April  19,  1949;  John  David  born  August 
24,  1958. 

Mayme  and  Billy  have  a  small  40  acre  farm  about 
one  and  onehalf  miles  from  the  ’Old  Home  Place'.  Billy 
works  as  a  welder  at  West  Point,  Mississippi. 

BAEBAEA  ANN  BOWLES^,  daughter  of  David  Percer 
Bowles, was  born  Nov.  25,  1940  in  Choctaw  County,  Miss. 
She  graduated  from  high  school  in  1958  and  went  to  work 
in  Ocean  Springs,  Miss.,  in  an  electric  shop.  Barbara 
was  married  to  Grady  Williams  July  1959. 

(Spring  of  1960)  Barbara’s  mother,  Pauline,  wrote 
that  she  and  Grady  have  a  baby.  She  also  said  that 
she  has  gone  back  to  the  Home  Place  to  live  with  Barbara 
and  Grady  who  presently  live  there. 


GERTRUDE  BOWLES4,  daughter  of  Win.  Mercer  Bowles, 
was  born  October  2,  1901,  in  Choctaw  Co.,  Mississippi. 
She  was  married  to  Carey  W.  Philley,  June  21,  1919. 
Carey  was  born  October  10,  1899.  To  this  union  was  born 
five  children:  William  T.  Philley;  James  H.  Philley; 

Carey  W.  Philley;  Dewayne  L.  Philley,  born -September  19, 
1935;  Rachel  Mae  Philley,  born  May  19,  1939.  The  Phil- 
leys  have  lived  in  Mississippi  and  Louisana. 

Gertrude  Philley  (nee  Bowles)  died  October  2,  1951. 
Her  husband,  Carey,  later  remarried  and  he  presently 
lives  on  Rt.  4,  Oak  Grove,  La. 

WILLIAM  T.  PHILLEY5,  son  of  Gertrude  Bowles,  was 
born  April  26,  1920.  He  has  one  child  named  William 

Thomas  Philley  Jr. 

JAMES  HUBERT  PHILLEY5,  son  of  Gertrude  Bowles,  was 
born  December  23,  1922.  He  married  Zanie  Marie  Smith, 
May  4,  1942,  and  two  children  were  born  to  them;  Cor- 
etta  Zane  Philley,  born  April  26,  1943;  Doris  Wane  Phil¬ 
ley,  born  October  25,  1946.  James  and  Zanie  were  di¬ 
vorced  in  1948  and  he  married  Opal  Sara  Smith,  June  26, 
1949.  James  and  Opal  live  at  Buna,  Texas,  Rt.  2,  Box 
150. 

CAREY  WISE  PHILLEY5,  son  of  Gertrude  Bowles,  was 
born  May,  7,  1931.  He  has  a  daughter  named  Centha 

Philley. 


*  *  * 

CHRISTINE  BOWLES4,  daughter  of  William  Mercer 
Bowles,  was  born  Docember  24,  1906  in  Choctuw  Co.,  Miss. 
She  married  Thurston  Woodson  on  September  18,  1921. 
They  once  lived  in  Oak  Grove,  Louisiana  but  sold  their 
farm  and  bought  a  home  on  the  Cooper  Lake  Road  in  Bas¬ 
trop,  Louisiana  in  1951.  Thurston  is  employed  with  the 
International  Paper  Company  in  Bastrop. 

There  were  four  children  born  to  this  union;  Robert 
Dero;  William  Urvin;  Beatrice;  and  Donald. 

ROBERT  DERO  WOODSON5,  son  of  Christine  Bowles,  was 
born  June  29,1922  and  married  Hilda  Gray,  June  3,  1945. 
They  have  one  son,  Robert  Stanley,  born  January  19, 
1955;  one  daughter,  Sharon  Susanne. 
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WILLIAM  URVIN  WOODSON5,  son  of  Christine  Bowles 
Woodson,  was  born  November  23,  1924.  He  married  Frances 
Haire  and  they  have  four  children:  Linda  Faye,  born 
September  16,  1947;  Brenda  Sue,  born  January  3,  1950; 
and  Steve  Alan.  William  and  Frances  live  on  Crossett 
Road,  Bastrop,  La. 

BEATRICE  WOODSON5,  daughter  of  Christine  Bowles 
Woodson,  was  born  July  6,  1927;  she  married  Glen  Scott, 
November  1946.  They  now  live  in  Mobile,  Alabama  and 
they  are  both  employed  by  the  International  Paper  Com¬ 
pany.  Glen  Scott  served  two  years  in  the  U.  S.  Army 
with  one  year  overseas  in  Korea. 

DONALD  WOODSON^,  son  of  Christine  Bowles  Woodson, 
was  born  January  27,  1931.  He  married  Margie  Jeter, 
July  8,  1951.  To  this  union  twins  were  born  April  26, 

1954.  There  is  a  boy,  Donnie  Wayne  and  a  girl,  Connie 
Dianne.  Another  son,  Bruce  Carol  was  born  November  3, 

1955.  Donald  served  three  years  in  the  U.  S.  Marine 
Corps.,  serving  fifteen  months  overseas  in  the  Lucion 
Islands. 

*  *  * 

MATTIE  ELSIE  BOWLES4,  daughter  of  William  Mercer 
Bowles,  was  born  September  27,  1903  in  Choctaw  County, 

Mississippi.  She  married  Roy  Irman  Gunter,  June  8, 
1919.  To  this  union  was  born  five  children:  Frances 

Lorene,  Alfred  Preston,  Wilfred  Quitman,  Martha  Elsie 
and  Roy  Irman  Gunter  Jr.  Mattie  and  Roy  have  made  their 
home  in  Oak:  Grove,  Louisiana  since  1936.  (Box  43,  Rt. 

#  2) 

FRANCES  LORENE  GUNTER5,  daughter  of  Mattie  Bowles 
Gunter,  was  born  in  1920  in  Eupora,  Mississippi.  She 
married  Albert  A.  Dosher,  November  12,  1939  and  they 

have  two  children:  Frances  Jean,  born  June  2,  1940;  and 
Elizabeth  Ann,  born  July  1,  1942. 

FRANCES  JEAN 6  attended  Kilbourne  High  School  and 
graduated  in  May  1958.  She  attended  Louisiana  Business 
College  in  Monroe,  La.,  for  about  three  months.  She 
married  Kenneth  L.  Blackwell,  August  1,  1958. 

ELIZABETH  ANN®  is  a  senior  in  Kilbourne  High  School 
and  will  graduate  in  May,  1960. 

Albert  and  Lorene  farm;  Albert  also  works  at  a 
cotton  gin  during  the  fall  season  and  Lorene  works  at  a 
potato  cannery  at  Oak  Grove  during  the  harvesting  season. 
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ALFRED  PRESTON  GUNTER^,  son  of  Mattie  Bowles  Gun¬ 
ter,  was  "born  in  1923  in  Eupora,  Mississippi.  He  married 
Valrie  Oneal  and  they  have  four  children:  Danny  Lee, 
born  June  21,  1947;  Toni  Dianne,  born  October  26,  1949; 
Gary  Preston,  born  August  19,  1951;  Peter  Noel,  born 
August  7,  1957. 

Preston,  his  brother,  Wilfred,  and  their  father, 
Roy,  own  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Arkansas.  Pres¬ 
ton  operates  the  farm  on  which  he  raises  cotton,  corn, 
soy  beans,  cattle  and  hogs.  Preston  and  his  family 
live  in  Louisiana  on  his  father's  farm  where  they  own 
their  own  home.  (Apparently  the  farm  which  he  operates 
is  just  across  the  Arkansas  border.)  The  three  oldest 
children,  Danny,  Toni  and  Gary  attend  Kilbourne  High 
School  which  is  a  new  modern  structure  completed  in 
January  1959. 

WILFRED  QUITMAN  GUNTER5,  son  of  Mattie  Bowles  Gun¬ 
ter,  was  born  in  1925  in  Eupora,  Mississippi.  He  married 
Margarette  Wright  of  Pell  City,  Alabama,  March  of  1957. 
Wilfred  works  for  the  Oklahoma  Pipe  Line  Construction 
Company  where  he  has  worked  as  a  "tractor  operator" 
since  1947. 

Wilfred  and  Margarette  are  making  their  home  in  a 
"mobile  home"  where  he  is  at  present  working  at  Union 
Town,  Alabama. 

MARIKA  ELSIE  GUNTER^,  daughter  of  Mattie  Bowles 
Gunter,  was  born  in  1928  in  Eupora,  Mississippi.  She  mar¬ 
ried  Robert  Richard  Bryant,  November  26,  1947.  Robert 
was  born  January  1,  1927  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 
Robert  and  Martha  have  three  children:  Robert  Richard 
Bryant  Jr.,  born  April  26,  1949;  Mark  Roy,  born^Oct- 
ober  19,  1950;  Buddy  Ray,  born  June  20,  1956.  * 

Robert  R.  Bryant  served  four  years  in  the  U.  S. 
Navy  in  World  War  II.  He  then  entered  Northwestern 
State  College  at  Natchitoehes,  Louisiana  and  graduated 
in  1951.  He  later  entered  the  Korean  War  and  served  as 
Second  Lt.  where  he  served  until  October  of  1953  when 
he  was  discharged  as  First  Lieutenant. 

Robert  and  Martha  live  at  3847  10th  St.,  Port 
Arthur,  Texas,  where  Robert  is  manager  of  Wileys  Shoe 
Store.  They  own  their  own  home. 

ROY  IRMAN  GUNTER  Jr.5,  son  of  Mattie  Bowles  Gun¬ 
ter,  was  born  in  Bolivar  County,  Boyle,  Mississippi.  He 
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joined  the  U.  S.  Air  Force  January  19,  1953  and  served 
as  a  jet  mechanic. 

Roy  married  Aubrey  Ann  Thomas  of  Delhi,  Louisiana, 
formerly  of  Nederland,  Texas.  They  were  married  April 
3,  1955,  in  Kilbourne,  La.  ,  by  the  Rev.  Woodering.  Roy 
and  Aubrey  have  two  children:  Roy  Gunter  III,  born  Nov. 
26,  1955  in  Wiesbaden,  Germany;  Penny  Rene'  Gunter,  born 
December  19,  1956  in  Delhi,  Louisiana. 

Roy  was  discharged  from  the  Air  Force,  November 
25,  1956  with  the  rank  of  Staff  Sargent.  He  entered  L. 
S.  U.  in  Baton  Rouge,  La.  ,  February  of  1957  majoring  in 
Petroleum  Engineering.  He  later  transferred  to  Louisi¬ 
ana  Tech  in  Rustan,  La.,  where  he  plans  to  graduate  in 
June  1960. 


*  *  * 

JIMMIE  ALMA  BOWLES4,  daughter  of  Wm.  Mercer  Bowles, 
was  born,  February  14,  1909,  in  Choctaw  County,  Miss. 
She  married  Sidney  F.  Haynes,  December  18,  1923.  To 
this  union  was  born  Arline  Haynes.  Alma  and  Sidney  were 
divorced  in  March,  1932  and  on  July  15,  1933  she  mar¬ 

ried  Luch  Victor  Welch.  Luch  was  the  son  of  Murphy  and 
Lillian  Welch  of  Fayette,  Alabama.  Alma  and  Luch  a- 
dopted  one  boy,  Billy  Wayne  Welch,  born  March  16,  1944. 
They  presently  live,  Box  202,  Gonzalez,  Florida. 

ARLINE  HAYNES^,  daughter  of  Alma  Bowles,  married 
Fred  Adams  Jr.,  February  20,  1945.  Fred  was  the  son  of 
Fredie  Mae  Adams  of  Koscicesko,  Mississippi.  One  child 
was  born  to  this  union:  Jimmie  Devon  Adams,  born  Jan¬ 
uary  8,  1946.  Arline  and  Fred  were  divorced  September, 
1945. 

Arline  married  James  Talmadge  Fulgham  in  1947.  He 
was  the  son  of  Mrs.  Eula  Fulgham  of  Ackerman,  Miss. 

To  this  union  was  born  seven  children,  six  of  whom 
are  living:  Sidney  Fulgham,  born  February,  1947,  died 
July  1,  1948;  Tommie  D.  Fulgham,  bom  August  22,  1949; 
Larry  Gene  Fulgham,  born  September  1950;  James  Donal 
Fulgham,  born  February  1954;  Wanda  Gay  Fulgham,  bom 
February  21,  1955;  Sendia  Marie  Fulgjham,  born  November 
29,  1956. 
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DOBBS- BOWLES  CEMETERY 


The  Family  Cemetery  is  located  on  the  'Old  Home 
Place'  which  P.  C.  Bowles  settled  around  1840.  It  is 
about  one  hundred  yards  north  of  the  house  that  P.  C. 
built  out  of  hand  finished  logs.  (The  house  was  torn 
down  and  rebuilt  in  1953.)  The  cemetery  is  still  being 
used  by  the  family  and  relatives. 

It  is  not  known  who  was  buried  there  first,  how¬ 
ever  it  is  quite  likely  that  it  was  a  child  of  P.C.  and 
Kitty  Bowles.  Records  show  that  P.  C.  and  Kitty  had  a 
son,  David,  born  around  1845.  Hiere  is  no  record  of  his 
death,  but  he  probably  died  in  infancy  and  was  the  first 
Bowles  to  be  buried  in  the  cemetery.  It  is  not  known 
when  the  first  Dobbs  was  buried  there,  but  we  do  know 
that  'Uncle  Buck  Dobbs'  buried  over  a  dozen  of  his 
slaves  there.  The  negroes  had  a  separate  plot  on  the 
east  side  of  the  cemetery. 

Mayme  Louise  McCafferty,  nee  Bowles,  said  that  she 
can  remember  when  she  was  a  little  girl  and  how  they  al¬ 
ways  cleaned  the  graves  each  year.  She  said  that  her 
grandmother,  Ona  Bowles,  used  to  tell  her  about  the  dif¬ 
ferent  relatives  buried  there.  Two  of  the  graves  (pos¬ 
sibly  the  first  buried  there)  are  built  up  about  two  or 
three  feet  high  with  rocks  and  are  filled  in  with  dirt. 
Mayme  does  not  know  the  names  of  the  two  people,  but 
she  said  that  someone  said  that  it  was  her  great  great 
Aunt  and  Uncle.  She  added  that  as  you  enter  the  ceme¬ 
tery,  the  slaves  are  buried  on  the  right  with  only  rocks 
as  markers. 

In  1950  the  Highway  Department  surveyed  the  right- 
of-way  for  the  Natchez  Trace  and  wanted  to  route  the 
highway  through  the  cemetery,  offering  to  move  the  grave s 
that  were  on  the  right-of-way.  However,  they  did  not 
receive  permission  to  do  so,  and  the  Natchez  Trace  was 
routed  around  the  cemetery. 

Now  that  there  are  no  Bowles  living  on  the  'Old 
Horae  Place'  ,  and  the  descendants  are  so  scattered,  the 
future  of  the  Bowles  cemetery  may  be  uncertain.  Time 
and  terrain  has  recorded  the  departure  of  loved  ones 
from  at  least  six  generations  as  they  have  returned  to 
their  Creator.  Only  time  can  tell  the  future  of  this 
family  cemetery  which  has  been  the  last  resting  place 
of  a  family  for  well  over  one  hundred  years. 
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The  following  letter  was  written  by  John  B. 
Bowles^  to  his  parents  while  he  was  in  the  Civil  War.  A 
portion  has  been  reproduced  to  show  the  beautiful  pen¬ 
manship  used.  The  extent  of  his  education  is  not  known, 
however  we  do  know  from  his  letter  to  his  brother,  that 
he  considered  an  education  an  important  asset. 

I  have  attempted  to  capture  as  much  of  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  writer  as  possible  by  reproducing  the  words 
as  they  were  written.  I  personally  feel  that  John  was 
far  above  average  for  a  farm  boy  of  his  time. 

John  was  the  oldest  son  of  P.  C.  Bowles^.  When  he 
wrote  this  letter  he  was  about  twenty-three  years  old. 
Charles  (Silas),  his  brother,  whom  he  mentioned  was  a- 
bout  nine  years  old.  Perleman  C. ,  to  whom  he  also  wrote 
was  about  twelve  years  old.  His  Aunt  Francis  was  his 
Mother's  sister,  Francis  Dobbs  Eayburn.  He  mentioned 
Thomas  Halman,  who  married  his  sister,  Mary  Jane,  the 
same  year. 

The  original  of  these  letters  are  in  the  possession 
of  Mae  Gammill,  nee  Bowles,  Skene,  Mississippi. 


State  of  Tenn,  Sturele,  Co. 

Fourt  Henry 
Dear  Parent b 

I  received  your  kind  Epistle  yesturday  dated  the 
13^k  inst.  which  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  from 
you  all  once  more  but  I  am  sory  to  hear  that  you  and 
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Brother  Charles  are  sick.  I  hope  however  this  may  reach 
you  in  diew  time  and  find  you  all  well.  This  leaves  me 
in  fine  health,  hut  the  health  of  our  Compt  is  bad.  We 
left  Union  City  the  19^  but  we  left  sevnteen  of  our 
Boys  there  sick  with  Measles  that  was  too  sick  to  move. 
We  also  have  severel  Casees  with  us.  This  is  the  only 
Disease  that  we  have  we  have-got  no  casees  of  Faver  a- 
tall  and  I  hope  we  will  soon  get  over  the  Measels  and 
nave  good  health.  We  are  at  a  place  Called  Fourt  Henry. 
We  landed  hear  on  the  218^.  We  are  only  about  40  miles 
East  of  Union'  City  but  we  was  two  days  and  nights  on  the 
way  we  had  to  go  South  about  sixty  miles  and  then  take 
a  North  East  Corse  to  the  Tenn.  R.  and  then  take  a 
boat  twenty  one  miles  down  that.  I  like  this  place 
finely  it  is  a  healthy  looking  place  and  well  watered. 

There  is  a  strong  ( - ? - )  There  is  a  Reg.  of  Irish 

souldiers  here  they  have  thrown  up  Breast  works  on  the 
bank  of  the  River  4  Achres  Square  and  it  looks  nice. 
There  is  no  town  here  a tall.  I  am  in  hopes  we  will  re¬ 
main  here  all  the  winter.  The  yenkees  are  doing  mis¬ 
chief  about  hear  every  day  or  two.  they  burned  a  rail¬ 
road  bridge  up  above  hear  the  other  night  and  they  come 

up  in  sight  of  this  place  the  day  before  we  got  here  in 

the  gun  boats  and  fired  at  our  men  but  they  sent  them 
back  in  a  hury  by  turning  there  cannons  loose  at  them. 
We  met  with  some  very  bad  luck  as  we  came  up  hear  on 
the  cars  two  of  the  men  of  our  Reg.  fell  off  the  cars 
they  was  booth  drinking  one  of  them  was  our  adjutant  he 
was  not  heart  in  the  least  althoug  the  cars  were  going 
at  the  rate  of  twenty  miles  an  hour  when  he  fell  off. 
The  other  man  was  by  the  name  of  Cartright.  The  cars 

ran  over  one  of  his  legs  and  cut  it  intirely  off  just 

above  the  ancle.  I  have  seen  a  rightsmart  of  the  World 
since  I  left  home  and  a  great  many  kinds  of  people  I 
enjoy  the  camp  life  finely  since  I  have  recovered  my 
health.  We  have  plenty  to  eat.  Our  liveing  is  Bacon 
Beef  Meal  Flower  Rise  Shugar  coffe  molasses  and  we  have 
plenty  of  soap  candles  &  vinigngar  furnished  us  and  we 
are  here  on  the  river  now  and  we  can  have  as  mutch  fish 
as  we  want.  I  believe  I  have  told  you  all  the  nuse  that 
I  have  that  would  interest  you.  I  got  no  papers  and 
conciquently  donot  hear  mutch  war  nuse  only  what  is  go¬ 
ing  on  in  the  neighborhood  where  lam  stationed.  Neither 
do  I  get  any  letters  except  those  that  comes  by  hand  I 
"p  written  both  to  you  and  T.  Halman  I  donot  know  how 
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many  times  since  I  left.  You  stated  in  your  letter 
that  Aunt  Francis  sayed  that  she  had  not  heard  from  me 
hut  I  have  written  to  her  also.  But  you  must  not  (-?-). 
James  Shannon  gets  letters  constantly  I  will  send 
letters  hy  hand  every  oppertunity.  You  cannot  imagine 
the  pleasure  it  affords  me  to  hear  from  home.  Mer  Wames 
hrout  me  four  letters  yesterday  from  my  friends  at  home 

which  gave  me  mutch  pleasure  to  know  that  my  friends  at 

home  had  not  forgotten  me.  They  all  stated  that  they 
had  been  writing  to  me  but  had  not  received  any  letters 
from  me,  but  I  have  been  doing  the  same  and  have  not 

received  any  letters  from  them.  Dr.  Hale  is  going  home 

tomorrow  and  I  shal  send  this  letter  by  him  to  be  mailed 
at  West  Point  and  by  that  meanes  I  think  you  will  be 
shure  to  get  it. 

You  can  direct  your  letters  to  me  now  in  this  way, 

Liut  J.  B.  Bowles 
Fourt  Henry,  Term. 

Company  A.  Capt  Hale 
Beg  Meip  vol  (1) 

By  the  way  of  Danville 

Danvill  is  twenty  one  miles  above  us  where  the  railroad 
crosses  the  Tennessee  B.  and  the  mail  is  brout  down  on 
a  little  boat  every  day  to  this  place  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  provisions  to  the  souldiers. 

Your  affectionate  Son 
J.  B.  Bowles 


Perleman  C.  Bowles 


Dear  Brother 

I  am  glad  that  you  continue  to  write  to  me.  It 
affords  me  mutch  pleasure  to  read  a  letter  from  you  and 
it  also  teaches  improves  your  edgication  which  is  one 
of  the  most  essential  things  that  a  man  can  posses. 
There  is  hundreds  of  pore  fellows  in  this  Beg. that  can¬ 
not  write  to  there  Friends  at  home  and  the  only  way 
they  have  to  hear  from  there  friend  is  to  beg  some  one 
to  write  for  them  and  sometimes  it  is  a  dificult  matter 
to  get  them  to  do  it.  I  hope  however,  all  my  brothers 


■  ' 


86 


BOWUES  HISTOHY 


will  try  to  educate  themselves  well.  There  is  some  lit¬ 
tle  hoys  in  this  Reg.  that  is  not  mutch  larger  than  you 

hut  they  seem  as  brave  as  men - they  stand  guard  these 

cold  nights  two  hours  at  a  time  and  then  they  sleep 
four.  But  you  could  not  pay  them  to  go  home  to  stay. 
Nothing  more  at  preasant. 

Your  affectionate 
Brother 
J.  B.  Bowles 


SECTION  II 


Data  on  Families  who  have 
married,  into  the  Bowles  Family 
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Below  is  a  list  of  names  of  people  who  have  mar¬ 
ried.  a  BowleB,  or  a  direct  descendant  of  a  Bowles.  It 
has  been  impossible  to  compile  complete  data  on  all  of 
them,  however  I  have  done  the  best  I  could  under  the 
circumstances.  In  cases  where  only  limited  data  was  a- 
vailable,  such  data  is  recorded  in  Section  I. 

It  might  be  interesting  to  note  that  over  100  fami¬ 
lies  have  married  into  the  Bowles  family  during  the 
past  150  years. 


Ab shire 

Crumley 

Haynes 

Ph il 1 ey 

Woodson 

Adams 

Cummings 

Henry 

Pipes 

Williams 

Andrews 

Davis 

Henderson 

Puryear 

Wright 

Aston 

Dobbs 

Henslee 

Pybus 

Blackwell 

Bagett 

Davidson 

Holcomb 

Ragland 

Markum 

Bailey 

Do sher 

Howe 

Richison 

Baker 

Foster 

Hudson 

Riding 

Branson 

Ferrell 

Helfin 

Rhone 

Brock 

Frazier 

Jeter 

Robinson 

Brown^ 

Fulghum 

Johnson 

Scott 

Brown*-' 

Oommill 

Jones 

Srai  th 

Buckalew 

Golden 

Lasater 

Southerland1 2 3 

Bryant 

Goodloe 

Liles 

Southerland3 

Butler 

Gray 

McCoy 

Stewart 

Bradford 

Gibson 

McCaff erty 

Ta  turn 

Christian 

Gribble 

McCarty 

Thomas? 

Clements 

Gunter 

Meador 

Thomas3 

Clayton 

Hare 

Me Who r ter 

Truss ell 

Collins 

Haire 

Miller 

Watson 

Cornwall 

Hall 

Nuckols 

Webb 

Chatman 

Hallman 

Oneal 

Welch 

Cockran 

Harris3 

Parks 

Wilson 

Cowan 

Harris4 5 6 7 8 

Patterson 

Wise 

1.  John  William  Bowles4  married  Lillie  Brown. 

2.  Son  of  Kitty  Mae  Bowles4  married  Mae  Frances  Brown. 

3.  Charles  Silas  Bowles3  married  Mary  Viola  Harris. 

4.  James  William  Bowles3  married  Betty  Harris. 

5.  Charles  Bowles^  married  a  widow  Southerland 

6.  Perleman  Carroll  Bowles3  married  Mary  Southerland. 

7.  Mary  Frances  Bowles4  married  L.  Stokes  Thomas. 

8.  Son  of  Mattie  Bowles4  married  Aubrey  Ann  Thomas. 
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Perleman  Carroll  Bowles^  married  Kitty  Dobbs 


2 

-Fortune  Dobb  e~ 


KITTY  DOBBS^,  wife  of  Perleman  Carroll  Bowles^, 
and  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Silas  Dobbs  was  born  June 
3,  1822  in  Pickens  County,  Alabama.  She  and  her  family 
moved  from  Pickens  County,  Alabama  to  Noxubee  County, 
Mississippi  in  1835,  and  then  to  Choctaw  County,  Miss, 
in  December  1840.  She  married  P.  C.  Bowles^  February 
25,  1838. 

Kitty  was  the  eldest  of  eight  children.  She  was 
small  of  stature  and  of  a  pleasing  personality  and  ex¬ 
erted  a  strong  influence  for  good  in  her  family  and 
communi ty. * 

Kitty,  being  the  daughter  of  a  Baptist  preacher, 
was  probably  responsible  for  the  Baptist  influence 
found  in  the  Bowles'  today.  Kitty  and  P.  C.  had  eight 
children.**  She  died  January  11,  1904,  almost  26  years 
after  P.  C.  died. 

♦Dobbs'  history  taken  from  "A  Memorial  to  Reverend  Silas 
Dobbs"  by  Arline  and  Carey  Dobbs.  Carey  was  the  son 
of  Silas  Mercer  Dobbs  who  was  a  son  of  Rev.  Silas  Dobbs. 

**See  page  16,  Perleman  Carroll  Bowles. 
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REV.  SILAS  DOBBS  ,  father  of  Kitty  Dobbs  and.  son 
of  Lodowic  Adams  Dobbs--*-,  was  born  May  4,  1794  in  what 
is  now  Anderson  County,  South  Carolina.  Silas  was  one 
of  seventeen  children  born  to  Lodowic  and  Sarah  Adams 
Dobbs. 

Silas  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  married  early  in 
life  to  Mary  Cockerham,  May  3,  1817.  Soon  after  his 

marriage,  his  father-in-law,  William  Cockerham,  died. 
Silas  was  made  administrator  of  the  estate. 

William  Cockerham  was  twice  married.  Silas'  wife, 
Mary,  was  the ‘youngest  child  by  the  second  marriage. 
The  children  of  the  first  marriage  received  the  larger 
part  of  the  estate,  probably  due  to  a  flaw  in  the 
father's  will.  There  were  hard  feelings  between  the 
two  sets  of  children.  Mary's  part  was  ten  slaves,  a 
small  piece  of  land  and  a  large  herd  of  swine.  Silas 
and  Mary  sold  the  land  and  swine  to  a  bellmaker,  taking 
part  payment  in  a  varied  assortment  of  bells.  They  then 
loaded  their  belongings  on  pack  horses  and  headed  west. 
They  were  accompanied  by  Mary's  Mother,  Mrs.  Nancy  Estes 
Cockerham  and  Silas's  brother,  Charles  Dobbs,  who  had 
married  Mary's  full  sister  Kitty.  They  made  a  tre¬ 
mendous  sensation  in  the  small  scattered  settlements 
that  they  passed  through,  and  they  always  left  a  bell 
as  a  souvenir  of  their  passing.  As  a  result,  they  were 
known  as  the  “bell  movers"  for  some  time  afterwards. 
They  arrived  in  Pickens  County  in  1822.  In  1824  Silas 
was  elected  Justice  of  Peace  by  popular  vote.  In  1828 
Silas  was  ordained  to  preach  by  the  Enon  Baptist  Church. 

In  1831  Silas  and  Charles  moved  to  Noxubee  County, 
Mississippi.  It  was  about  this  time  that  Silas  went  to 
Georgia  to  settle  the  estate  of  his  mother,  Sarah  Adams 
Dobbs.  It  was  also  during  this  time  (18  36-18  38)  that 
the  gold  rush  of  Georgia  started.  Silas  was  uneasy  for 
h.is  life  as  he  passed  through  the  mining  camps,  fearing 
robbery  or  murder.  He  held  several  religious  services 
among  these  people  and  was  not  harmed.  However,  while 
on  the  trip,  the  money  panic  of  1837  came  on  and  he 
found  that  his  money  was  worthless,  with  the  exception 
of  some  bills  which  had  been  issued  by  South  Carolina. 

In  December  1840,  Silas  and  his  family  and  mother- 
in-law,  Mrs.  Nancy  Cockerham,  moved  to  Choctaw  County, 
Mississippi.  Mrs.  Cockerham  was  injured  when  she  fell 
from  her  horse  and  died  soon  after  they  reached  Choctaw 
County. 
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Some  years  before  Silas  came  to  Choctaw  County, 
some  slave  drivers  were  passing  through  when  spinal  men¬ 
ingitis  developed  among  the  slaves  and  many  of  them 
died  and  were  buried  on  the  land  which  Silas  had  bought 
and  settled  before  his  mother-in-law's  death.  When  she 
died,  as  there  was  no  cemetery  for  white  people  in  the 
area,  she  was  buried  near  the  slaves.  As  the  years 
have  come  and  gone,  the  negroes  have  continued  to  bury 
their  dead  on  the  same  ground,  until  now  Mrs.  Cocker- 
ham1  s  grave  is  completely  surrounded  by  negro  graves. 

Rev.  Silas  Dobbs  spent  most  of  his  active  ministry 
in  the  Louisville  Baptist  Association  which  comprised 
the  counties  east  of  Central  Mississippi.  He  also  did 
work  among  the  Indians.  His  territory  was  so  extensive, 
and  methods  of  travel  and  communication  so  slow  and 
difficult,  that  for  months  his  family  did  not  know  his 
whereabouts. 

Silas  Dobbs  died  April  25,  1864,  at  the  age  of  a- 
bout  70.  Rev.  W.  H.  Head  conducted  his  funeral.  It 
v/as  said  that  Silas  was  a  preacher  of  the  old  type  who 
preached  doctrine.  He  was  a  faithful  minister,  a  strict 
Gospel  disciplinarian,  and  a  promoter  of  good  works. 

Silas  and  Mary  had  eight  children,  the  oldest  be¬ 
ing  Kitty  who  married  perleman  Carroll  Bowles^, 

There  was  also  David  H.  Dobbs,  born  in  Pickens 
County,  Alabama,  December  19,  1825.  Married  (first 

time)  Nannie  Henton.  All  their  children  died  in  infan¬ 
cy.  Married  (second  time)  Miss  Carry  Cole,  1866.  He 
died  in  Ganado,  Texas,  March  6,  1906. 

William  Dobbs,  born  January  1,  1828,  in  Pickens 

County,  Alabama.  Married  Mrs.  Mary  Cockerham  Roberts. 
His  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Lizzie  Cook.  He  died  February 
5,  1914. 

Silas  Mercer  Dobbs,  born  in  Pickens  County,  Ala¬ 
bama,  July  29,  1830.  He  married  Martha  Hughes,  Feb. 
9,  1851.  He  was  killed  December  20,  1864  in  the  battle 
of  Franklin,  Tennessee. 

Francis  Dobbs,  born  in  Pickens  County,  Alabama, 
January  13,  1833.  She  married  Roland  0.  Rayburn,  Dec. 
14,  1852.  She  died  January  19,  1901. 

Sarah  Jane  Dobbs,  born  in  Noxubee  County,  Miss., 
August  17,  1837.  Married  (first)  April  20,  1858,  to 
W.  H.  Franks.  No  living  children.  Married  second  time 
to  J.  M.  Commander,  November  17,  1871.  She  died  Feb. 
27,  1891,  Choctaw  County,  Mississippi. 
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Jesse  Dobbs,  born  in  Choctaw  County,  Miss.,  in 
1842.  Married  Lizzie  Wilson,  1860.  Died  1915. 

James  L.  Dobbs,  born  in  Choctaw  County,  Miss,  in 
1844,  married  Mary  Hering. 

LODOWIC  ADAMS  DOBBS-^,  father  of  Rev.  Silas  Dobbs 

P 

and  son  of  Fortune  Dobbs  ,  was  born  in  Guildford  Co., 
North  Carolina  in  1759.  He  was  a  second  American  gen¬ 
eration  of  Dobbs.  He  was  reared  in  Abbyville  Co.,  So. 
Carolina.  There  were  at  least  eight  children  in  the 
family.  In  1782  Lodowic  married  his  cousin  Sarah  Adams 
(1776-1838)  and  moved  with  her  into  Pendleton  District, 
South  Carolina.  They  lived  in  the  community  of  the 
present  town  of  Fair  Play. 

Lodowic  bought  400  acres  of  land  from  John  Smith 
in  Franklin  County,  Georgia,  in  1788  and  sold  this  land 
to  William  Martain  December  30,  1797. 

Lodowic  owned  much  land  during  his  life.  There 
are  no  records  of  his  owning  slaves.  His  will  is  on 
file  in  Anderson  County,  South  Carolina  and  was  probated 
June  3,  1814.  (Only  a  portion  of  the  record  will  be 
mentioned  here.)  "To  my  son  Silas  I  give  and  bequeth  a 
sorrel  mare  commonly  called  his  own,  and  a  saddle  and 
briddle,  one  cow  and  calf,  and  one  feather  bed". 

Lodowic  was  energetic  and  a  man  of  sound  judgement 
exerting  a  great  influence  on  his  family  and  the  period 
in  which  he  lived.  His  rugged  life  as  a  pioneer,  fron¬ 
tiersman,  and  soldier  developed  his  inherent  character¬ 
istics  of  courage,  bravery,  perseverance,  and  vision.  He 
was  a  man  of  conviction  and  deep  religious  zeal,  which 
was  evidenced  by  the  large  number  of  preachers  in  his 
line  of  descendants,  even  to  the  present  generation 
(about  1950).  Lodowic  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
History  states  that  after  Georgia  and  South  Carolina 
were  overrun  by  the  British  Loyal  Americans,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  sympathizers  carried  on  a  guerrilla  warfare,  aggra¬ 
vating  and  destroying  the  enemy  when  they  held  the  ad¬ 
vantage.  It  is  evident  that  Lodowic  Dobbs  served  in 
this  way,  for  a  gun  is  still  in  the  possession  of  his 
posterity  with  the  tradition  that  he  carried  it  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  "Georgia's  Roster  of  the  American 
Revolution",  by  L.  L.  Knight,  page  333,  mentions  Sarah 
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Dobbs  as  the  widow  of  a  Revolutionary  War  soldier.  She 
drew  land  in  1836  while  living  in  Hall  County,  Georgia, 
with  her  oldest  son  Jesse. 

Lodowic  and  Sarah  had  seventeen  children,  one  of 
whom  was  Rev.  Silas  Dobbs.  Lodowic  died  June  3,  1814, 
at  the  age  of  about  55.  Sarah  outlived  him  about  24 
years. 

FORTUNE  DOBBS”^,  father  of  Lodowic  Dobbs  came  from 
a  bordershire  between  England  and  Wales  or  from  Ireland 
about  1750  and  settled  in  North  Carolina.  With  Fortune 
came  Forlin,  his  twin  brother  and  another  brother,  Wil¬ 
liam.  The  brothers  settled  on  the  estate  of  Governor 
Arthur  Dobbs  in  Guildford  County.  They  hoped  to  receive 
a  grant  from  their  kinsman,  Governor  Dobbs. 

It  was  in  this  section  of  the  country  that  the 
first  revolutionary  contentions  arose.  They  were  Tories 
in  sympathy  and  Fortune  felt  it  would  be  to  the  interest 
of  himself  and  family  to  make  a  change  of  residence,  so 
he  moved  to  Abbeyville  County,  South  Carolina.  It  was 
here  that  he  gave  up  his  Tory  sentiments  and  became  act¬ 
ively  interested  in  the  same  cause  of  the  colonies.  He 
was  too  old  to  serve  in  the  line  of  battle,  however  re¬ 
cords  show  that  he  was  paid  by  the  State  for  a  beef  and 
services  as  a  horseman. 

Fortune  was  interested  in  fruit  growing  and  de¬ 
veloped  the  Dobbs  apple  which  was  considered  a  great 
delicacy  in  those  days. 

It  was  about  a  year  after  he  arrived  in  America 
that  Fortune  met  and  married  Mary  Adams  (1735-1794) 
most  probably  from  North  Carolina.  To  Fortune  and  Mary 
were  born  at  least  7  children,  one  of  whom  was  Lodowic 
Adams  Dobbs--*-. 

There  is  no  record  as  to  when  Fortune  was  born  or 
when  he  died. 

For  over  100  years  the  Dobbs  and  Bowles  have  been 
close  friends.  Some  of  the  Dobbs  came  to  Texas,  bought 
land  and  lived  around  Grandview  until  the  present,  a- 
bout  1960.  Many  of  the  Dobbs'  have  been  wealthy  and 
have  been  prominent  people,  having  had  the  opportunity 
for  higher  education,  often  leading  to  professional 
jobs.  There  are  records  of  the  Dobbs  fighting  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  War  of  1812,  and  the  Civil  War. 
Lodowic  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War;  John  Dobbs, 
son  of  Lodowic,  in  the  War  of  1812;  William,  Jesse, 
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James,  Silas  Mercer,  all  sons  of  Rev.  Silas  Dobbs, 
fought  on  the  Confederate  side  of  the  Civil  War. 

It  might  be  said  that  the  Dobbs  family  has  had  a 
greater  influence  on  the  Bowles  family  than  any  other 
family  marrying  into  it.  This  can  possibly  be  born  out 
when  one  considers  the  number  of  Bowles  generations 
that  have  been  directly  associated  with  the  Dobbs 
Family. 

In  1938-1939  Leland  C.  Bowles,  writer  of  this 
material,  worked  in  a  creamery  owned  by  Charles  Silas 
Dobbs,  brother  to  Jesse  Dobbs.  This  was  about  100 
years  after  the  Bowles'  and  Dobbs'  met.  Leland' s 
father  also  rented  and  farmed  land  in  1925-1930  which 
belonged  to  Jesse  Dobbs. 

Jarvis  Dobbs,  born  around  1928,  Grandview,  Texas, 
still  lives  in  that  area  and  is  a  prominent  citizen, 
landowner  and  businessman.  A  sketch  of  his  family  tree: 
Fortune  Dobbs;  Lodowic  Dobbs,  born  1759,  died  1814;  Rev. 
Silas  Dobbs,  1794-1864;  James  L.  Dobbs*,  1844-1919; 
Jesse  Dobbs;  Jarvis  Dobbs,  1928- 

More  information  about  the  Dobbs:  (From  "A  MEMO¬ 
RIAL  TO  REV.  SILAS  DOBBS"  by  Dr.  Carey- C.  Dobbs,  Doctor 
of  Science,  Delta  State  Teachers  College,  Cleveland, 
Mississippi,  compiled  and  printed  around  1940.  Copies 
of  this  paper  can  be  found  in  both  the  Dobbs  and  Bowles 
families. ) 

Yorkshire,  England - Hie  Dobbses  were  noted  in 

the  History  of  Hallamshire,  Wales  where  Mary  Mariott  of 
Halman  married  Thomas  Dobbs  of  Sheffield,  York,  about 

1785.  Note  2.  Kent - Berry's  Pedigrees;  Thomas  Dobbs 

married  Anne,  daughter  of  William  Streatfield,  1650. 

Note  3.  Lincolnshire  Pedigree  I - 302  Pedigree  Digh- 

ton;  Thomas  Dobbs,  County  of  Wiltshire,  1594  and  Thomas 
Dobbs  of  Buckwall  (b)  1630  who  married  Mary  Dighton  (b) 
1639.  Yorkshire  Pedigrees  and  Parish  registers,  Shef¬ 
field,  1603,  baptized  Helena,  daughter  of  Hiomas  Dobbs, 
and  Randolphus  Dobbs,  baptized  1606,  buried  1620. 

♦James  L.  Dobbs  was  a  brother  to  Kitty  Dobbs  who  mar¬ 
ried  Perleman  Carroll  Bowles^. 
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HARRIS  FAMILY 


Charles  Silas  Bowles3  married.  Mary  Viola  Harris. 


Mary  Viola  Harris'^ 


Elisha  Harris^ 

(Brothers  Tom  & 
Nelson  Harris) 


Emaline  Welch^ 

(Brothers  Tom  & 
Powell  Welch) 


MARY  VIOLA  HARRIS3,  daughter  of  Elisha  Harris,  was 
born  November  19,  1860  at  LaGrange,  Mississippi.  She 
married  Charles  Silas  Bowles  December  19,  1977.  Mary 
had  two  half  sisters  and  a  brother.  Will  Harris,  of 
Mathiston,  Mississippi.  She  and  Charles  had  10  children, 
one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Mary  died  Jan.  22,  1935. 


ELISHA  HARRIS^,  father  of  Mary  Viola,  was  born 
near  Green sborough,  North  Carolina.  Elisha's  father 
died  when  he  was  a  young  boy.  His  mother  had  to  ride 
horseback,  about  20  miles,  to  Greensbo rough,  to  buy 
supplies,  etc.,  and  she  died  soon  after  her  husband's 
death.  Eli9hn  had  two  brothers,  Tom  and  Nelson. 

Elisha  married  Emaline  Welch  before  leaving  North 
Carolina.  They  later  moved  to  Mississippi;  the  Welch 
in-laws  probably  came  with  them,  or  possibly  later. 

Tom  Harris  married  Emaline' s  sister.  Tom  and  Nel¬ 
son  were  farmers.  Tom  moved  to  French  Camps,  Miss., 
so  his  children  would  have  a  good  school  to  attend. 

Tom  Welch  was  a  very  good  doctor  ( Green sborough. 
Miss.  )  and  his  nephew  Will  Harris  studied  under  him. 
Powell  Welch  was  a  dentist.  He  came  to  Texas  and  nothing 
more  is  known  of  his  whereabouts. 

Die  Harris  and  Welch  families  settled  on  Big 
Black  River  about  6  or  8  miles  west  of  Bywy. 
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CUMMINGS  FAMILY 


Charles  Augustus  Bowles4 


married  Bebecca  Lee  Cummings. 


BEBECCA  LEE  CUMMINGS4  was  horn  April  9,  1894  in 
Johnson  Co.,  Texas.  Becca  was  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Elmina  Cummings  and  was  the  youngest  of  nine  children. 
Vhen  she  was  one  year  old  her  father  died  of  pneumonia, 
after  having  measles.  Elmina  and  her  nine  children 
continued  to  live  on  the  farm  near  Cleburne. 

Bebecca  attended  school  at  Prices  Chapel  and  Cle¬ 
burne.  After  teaching  school  for  four  years,  Becca  met 
Charles  A.  Bowles  to  whom  she  was  later  married.  Becca 
had  known  Gus  (as  he  was  affectionately  called)  while 
he  had  lived  in  the  Prices  Chapel  community.  They  had 
gone  to  the  same  church,  but  Becca  latter  admitted  that 
it  never  entered  her  mind  that  Gus  would  ever  be  inter¬ 
ested  in  any  girl.  She  always  thought  of  him  as  being 
a  confirmed  bachelor.  After  Gus  moved  to  Grandview, 
Becca  was  very  surprised  when  she  received  a  letter  from 
him.  But  this  was  only  the  beginning;  after  several 
dates  and  much  letter  writing,  they  became  engaged  and 
were  married  April  4,  1920. 

Gus  and  Becca  spent  most  of  their  lives  together 
farming  the  Jesse  Dobb's  farm  near  Files  Valley  (Ellis 
County).  After  living  at  this  location  for  22  years 
they  moved  back  to  Johnson  Co.  to  a  farm  a  few  miles 
eas‘  of  Grandview.  It  was  here  that  Gus  died  in  1947. 
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Becca  was  left  with  three  children  at  home,  the 
youngest  Being  four  years  old.  Since  Gus  died,  12  years 
ago,  Becca  has  put  her  younger  children  through  school. 
All  her  children  (Marie,  LaVeda,  LeRoy)  except  Evelyn 
have  completed  high  school  and  Evelyn  is  in  her  senior 
year  and  plans  to  go  to  business  school  after  grad¬ 
uation. 

Gus  and  Becca  lost  one  child,  Charles  Augustus,  in 
infancy,  and  one,  Eula  V.,  at  the  age  of  two. 

Becca  has  been  a  devoted  wife  and  mother.  She  can 
be  proud  of  all  her  children  and  her  four  fine  grand¬ 
children. 

At  present  Becca  and  Evelyn  live  in  Cleburne  where 
Becca  does  practical  nursing  during  the  day  for  a  92 
year  old  lady.  Both  Becca  and  Evelyn  are  active  in  the 
church. 

About  thirty- three  years  ago,  I  (Leland  Bowles) 
lived  near  Aunt  Becca  end  Uncle  Gus.  I  Can  still  re¬ 

member  how  Aunt  Becca  seemed  to  always  have  some  rice 
or  bread  pudding  in  the  ice  box.  I  was  only  six  or 
eight  years  old  at  the  time  but  I  can  still  remember 
how  I  was  made  to  feel  that  if  there  was  'pudding  in 
the  house1  some  of  it  was  especially  for  me.  Needless 
to  say,  this,  along  with  other  kind  attributes,  had  made 
Aunt  Becca  and  Uncle  Gus  favorites  of  mine. 

JOHN  NATHANEL  CUMMINGS3  was  born  December  25,  1853 
in  Tennessee.  He  married  Elmina  Josephine  Weems  Novem¬ 
ber  28,  1877.  Elmina  was  born  September  1,  1848  in  Warm 
County,  Mississippi.  John  died  of  pneumonia  about  1895 
leaving  Elmina  with  nine  children  to  raise. 


SHONE  FAMILY 


Luther  E.  Bowles^  married  Madge  Shone 


MADGE  RHONE^,  wife  of  Luther  R.  Bowles^,  and 
mother  of  Leland  C.  Bowles,  was  born  December  2,  1898, 
near  May  Pearl,  Texas.  She  and  Maude  were  identical 
twins  and  at  the  age  of  3  years  the  family  moved  about 
4  miles  east  of  Grandview  where  they  lived  on  the  Hut¬ 
chins  farm  until  Madge  and  Maude  were  17  years  old. 

On  January  1,  1915,  Madge  and  Maude  were  on  their 
way  home  from  school  when  two  young  men,  Luther  and 
Powell  Bowles,  met  the  two  sisters.  Luther  said  to 
Powell,  "One  of  those  girls  is  my  future  wife".  Die 
girls  looked  very  much  alike  but  Luther  pointed  out  the 
one  walking  on  the  ri^it  hand  side.  He  and  Powell  had 
Just  arrived  from  Mississippi  and  were  on  their  way  out 
to  the  Jesse  Dobbs'  farm  where  they  were  to  work.  They 
"batched"  on  the  farm  in  the  Salem  Community  and  five 
months  after  the  boyB  had  met  the  girls,  Madge  met 
Luther  again  at  a  party,  May  8,  1915.  Luther  took  Madge 
home  from  the  party.  On  December  22,  1915  (7  months  a- 
fter  the  party)  Luther  and  Madge  were  married  at  the 
Pennie  Dobbs  home,  in  Grandview,  Texas. 

Madge  and  Luther  had  five  children,  three  boys  and 
two  girls;  James  Silas,  Luther  Raymond,  Leland  Carl, 
Lillie  Christine,  and  Alta  Ruth.  Alta  Ruth  died  June 
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30,  1929  at  the  age  of  13  months  and  13  days.  Before 
this  time,  Luther  and  Madge  had  lived  on  the  farm,  som  - 
times  several  miles  from  a  town  or  church  and  it  was 
seldom  that  the  family  attended  church  regularly.  How¬ 
ever  on  July  13,  after  Alta  Ruth  died,  the  other  four 
children  joined  the  First  Baptist  Church  at  Grandview. 
The  family  lived  on  Jesse  Dobbs'  place  near  Files  Val¬ 
ley  at  the  time,  but  they  had  recently  purchased  a  1926 
Ford  car  which  was  adequate  transportation  for  the  ten 
mile  drive  to  church  at  Grandview.  Madge  and  Luther  had 
previously  joined  the  Baptist  Church  while  living  in 
the  Salem  Community. 

During  the  first  four  or  five  years  of  their  mar¬ 
riage,  Madge  and  Luther  lived  in  Cleburne  and  Grandview. 
However  from  about  1921  or  1922  to  1941  they  farmed. 
Madge  always  said  that  she  would  like  to  move  back  to 
town  after  the  children  were  grown  and  left  home.  So 
in  1941  Luther  and  Madge  moved  back  to  Grandview  and  on 
September  6,  1950,  the  foundation  was  laid  for  a  new 

home  which  was  to  be  the  first  home  they  had  ever  owned. 
They  moved  into  the  new  home  November  14,  1950  and  had 

it  paid  for  within  27  months.  Madge  and  Luther  had 
finally  reached  a  goal  that  they  had  worked  toward  all 
their  lives.  However,  due  to  circumstances,  such  as 
the  1930  depression  and  the  very  cold  winter  of  1936 
and  1937  when  Luther  and  his  boys  lost  around  20  head 
of  cattle*,  it  was  usually  a  struggle  for  the  family  to 
make  ends  meet.  Never- the-less,  if  it  was  only  bread, 
gravy,  milk  and  butter  three  times  a  day,  Madge  always 
had  plenty  for  her  family. 

During  1950,  1951  and  1952  Madge  and  Luther  worked 
very  hard  in  order  to  pay  for  their  modest  two-bedroom 
home.  During  this  time,  Luther  worked  full  time  at  a 
chenille  factory,  was  the  care-taker  for  the  Grandview 
Bank  and  First  Baptist  Church.  Madge  helped  out  when¬ 
ever  possible,  kept  her  house,  sold  butter,  milk  and 
eggs.  After  the  house  was  paid  for  in  1952,  Madge  and 
Luther  partially  relaxed  to  enjoy  themselves,  their 
children  and  grandchildren.  Their  home  at  405  Criner 
Street  is  about  two  blocks  from  downtown  Grandview  just 


■"See  page  37. 
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east  of  the  First  Baptist  Church.  They  have  (i960) 
twenty-five  fruit  trees,  including  apricot,  peach,  fig, 
plum,  apple,  grape  and  cherry.  Hiey  have  also  kept  a 
nice  garden  and  a  few  chickens.  Luther  kept  and  milked 
a  cow  until  about  1956. 

After  forty-five  years  of  marriage,  Madge  recalls 
her  first  impression  of  Luther  as  he  and  Powell  came 
driving  down  the  road  in  a  wagon  drawn  by  two  mules. 
The  boys  were  standing  in  the  wagon.  Luther  wore  a  grey 
coat,  brown  pants  and  brown  hat.  Madge  said  that  she 
v/ill  never  forget  how  handsome  Luther  looked  and  the 
striking  color  of  his  attire.  She  also  says  that  sure¬ 
ly  they  were  meant  for  each  other  because  she  really 
saw  only  Luther. 

Madge,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  recalled  some  of 
her  experiences.  Maude  was  10  minutes  older  than  Madge. 
Their  mother  could  easily  tell  them  apart,  but  their 
father  could  not.  He  would  never  single  either  of  the 
girls  out  but  would  always  say  'Maude  and  Madge'  when 
he  was  addressing  them. 

Madge  said  that  she  always  had  to  do  what  Maude 
wanted  to  do.  Maude  always  had  her  way.  Maude  was  sort 
of  on  the  stubborn  side.  Madge  said  that  they  were 
playing  one  time  when  they  were  about  9  years  old  and 
that  they  were  in  the  corn  crib  with  their  nephew  who 
was  just  younger  than  the  girls.  Maude  was  asked  to  get 
Jim  Bob  out,  but  he  would  not  come.  Maude  slapped  Jim 
Bob  and  her  mother  whipped  her  until  the  blood  came, 
trying  to  get  her  to  promise  that  she  would  never  slap 
him  again.  She  never  did  promise  J 

When  Maude's  clothes  got  torn  or  soiled  she  would 
always  try  to  pretend  that  they  were  not  hers,  but 
Madge's.  However,  Madge  was  never  taken  in  by  this 
scheme. 

Maude  would  write  notes  in  school  to  boys  but 
Madge  would  not  because  she  was  always  afraid  that  she 
would  get  caught.  Madge  said  that  one  time  a  boy  wrote 
her  a  note  and  gave  it  to  another  girl  to  deliver  to 
her,  but  this  girl  also  liked  the  boy  and  did  not  give 
it  to  Madge.  Madge  was  very  mad  because  she  always  won¬ 
dered  what  was  in  the  note.  Madge  said  that  she  knew 
the  boy  after  he  grew  to  manhood;  she  added  that  Luther 
was  the  man  for  her. 

Madge  recalls  how,  when  she  was  about  10  years  old, 
she  and  the  girls  were  getting  ready  to  cross  a  foot- 
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log  over  a  creek  where  the  water  was  about  15  feet  deep. 
Madge  fell  hut  managed  to  grasp  the  hank  where  she 
clung  until  the  girls  ran  to  the  house  for  help.  Her 
father  came  and  pulled  her  to  safety.  She  says  that  she 
still  does  not  know  how  she  ‘hung  on'  for  so  long,  hut 
she  did  and  it  saved  her  life  because  she  could  not 
swim.  She  has  always  been  deathly  afraid  of  water  since 
that  time  and  she  never  learned  to  swim. 

Madge  says  that  probably  the  most  exciting  thing 
in  her  childhood  was  a  time  when  she  and  Maude  were  14. 
Her  folks  were  gone  from  home  and  the  kids  thought  they 
heard  a  negro  and  got  their  brother1 s  shotgun  down  and 
Cora,  a  sister,  and  Tinnie,  a  sister-in-law,  loaded  it 
and  it  went  off  and  just  missed  Madge's  head  by  about 
12  inches.  They  said  that  the  only  thing  that  saved  her 
was  that  she  was  too  close  and  the  shot  did  not  have 
time  to  spread.  Madge  is  also  afraid  of  guns. 

At  the  age  of  62  Madge  and  Maude  still  like  to 
make  dresses  out  of  the  same  material  and  with  the  same 
pattern.  They  look  very  much  alike.  Leland,  Madge's 
son,  recalls  that  when  he  was  a  boy,  he  often  went  in¬ 
to  the  house  and  had  to  take  a  second  look  to  tell  which 
of  the  two  was  his  mother.  Leland  also  recalls  an  in¬ 
cident  that  happened  when  Madge  and  Maude  were  58  years 
old.  He  was  visiting  his  mother  in  Grandview  and  one 
night  he  and  his  wife  wanted  to  goto  Cleburne  (13  miles 
away)  to  see  Aunt  Maude.  Madge  had  said  that  she  was 
tired  and  did  not  feel  like  going.  So  Lee  and  Jean 
drove  to  Cleburne  and  Lee  went  into  the  lobby  of  the  a~ 
partment  house  and  started  to  go  upstairs  to  Maude's 
apartment.  Maude  just  happened  to  be  sitting  in  the 
lobby  and  when  Lee  saw  her,  he  had  the  strangest  expe¬ 
rience.  He  just  almost  said,  "Why  Moo,  how  did  you  get 
here  so  quickly"?  Yes  they  did  look  alike. 

Madge  has  dark  hair  (now  greying),  blue  eyes  and 
is  about  five  feet,  four  inches  and  has  weighed  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for  several  years. 

Madge  was  an  identical  twin  with  Maude.  Madge  did 
not  have  twins,  nor  has  any  of  her  children  had  twins. 
However,  two  of  Maude's  children  had  twins  (two  girls  & 
a  boy  and  girl).  Maude's  sister  (Madge's  sister), 
Bessie,  had  a  daughter  who  had  twin  girls.  Madge's 
brother,  Dude,  had  a  son  who  had  twin  boys.  Madge's 
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slater,  Itta,  had  a  son  who  had  twin  girls.  Below  is  a 
diagram  shoving  Madge  and  Maude  and  their  sis:ers  and 
brother  who  have  had  twins  in  their  families. 


Itta 

Bessie 

Madge  &  Maude 

Dude 

1 

4 

i 

Horace 

Sammie  Jo 

LaVerne 

J.  T. 

A.  J. 

Twins 

Twins 

Twins 

Twins 

Twins 

JAMES  SYLVESTER  RHONE3,  father  of  Madge  Rhone4, 
was  born  February  16,  1856  in  Tennessee.  He  married 
Liddy  Catherine  Dickey,  born  March  9,  1866  in  Arkansas; 
she  died  in  1943  at  Grandview,  Texas.  '  They  had  12 
children,  7  girls  and  5  boys.  Two  girls  and  one  boy 
died  in  infancy.  James  was  a  kind  man  and  a  good  neigh¬ 
bor.  It  was  said  that  he  never  turned  a  hungry  man  a- 
way.  Once  when  he  was  a  young  man  he  was  walking  from 
Tennessee  to  Arkansas  when  he  asked  for  a  night's  lodg¬ 
ing.  He  was  tired,  his  feet  were  sore  and  swollen,  his 
shoes  were  about  worn  out.  Iftiat  night  whan  he  was  turn¬ 
ed  away,  he  vowed  that  he  would  never  turn  a  man  away  if 
he  wanted  food  and  lodging. 

SLMUEL  HENRY  RHONE**,  father  of  James  Sylvester 
Rhone  was  born  in  Tennessee.  He  married  Lu  Renia  Brown, 
born  in  Tennessee.  They  had  3  boys  and  3  girls. 

LIDDY  CATHERINE  DICKEY3,  mother  of  Madge  Rhone4, 
was  the  daughter  of  Hampton  Crocket  Dickey  and  Alafama 
Paine  Dickey^,  both  born  in  Alabama.  Hampton  Crocket 
Dickey  was  a  wealthy  man  who  owned  land  and  a  store 
where  he  sold  general  merchandise,  ladies  hats  and 
shoes.  Liddy,  who  married  James  Sylvester  Rhone,  had  a 
spinning  wheel  on  which  she  spun  thread  and  wove  cloth 
on  a  loom  for  her  family  while  in  Arkansas.  When  she 
and  her  family  came  to  the  Indian  Territory  she  sold 
her  wheel  and  equipment.  After  3  months  in  OklAho~a, 
they  moved  along  with  3  other  families  in  covered  wagons 
to  May  Pearl,  Texas. 
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David  Percer  Bowles^  married  Pauline  Brock. 

Edward  Brock** 


PAULINE  BROCK^,  wife  of  David  Percer  Bowles  and  a 
daughter  of  James  Madison  and  Sarah  Alice  Brock,  was 
"born  Aug.  30,  1899,  Choctaw  County,  Mississippi.  In 
1905  the  family  moved  to  Boyle,  Bolivar  County. 

In  1915  Pauline's  family  sold  their  farm  at  Drew, 
Mississippi  (40  miles  east  of  Eupora)  and  moved  back  to 
Choctaw  County.  (More  history  under  David  P.  Bowles, 
page  73.  ) 

JAMES  MADISON  BROCK3,  father  of  Pauline  Brock,  and 
a  son  of  Edward  Van  Burren  Brock,  was  born  February  9, 
1875  and  was  raised  in  Choctaw  County,  Mississippi. 
James'  father  and  mother  died  when  he  was  only  15. 
There  were  several  children  and  they  were  raised  by  one 
and  then  another  relative.  James  was  the  oldest  of  12 
children  and  went  to  West  Texas  when  he  was  only  20 
years  old  (1895).  However,  he  soon  returned  and  mar¬ 
ried  his  first  cousin,  Sarah  Alice  Brock. 
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James  and  hie  family  moved  to  Boyle,  Bolivar  Co., 
in  1905.  In  1915  he  sold  his  farm  at  Drew,  Mississippi 
and  returned  to  Choctaw  County  where  he  bought  the  Hum¬ 
phries'  place  in  1916.  He  al  60  bought  the  Charles  Silas 
Eowles'  place. 

James  died  September  26,  1956.  He  had  been  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Bolivar  County  for  51  years.  He  had  owned  land 
and  operated  planting  interest  near  Boyle  which  is  a- 
bout  60  miles  east  of  Eupora.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Boyle  Baptist  Church  and  was  buried  in  the  LaGrange 
Cemetery  near  Eupora.  The  old  LaGrange  Cemetery  has 
been  the  burial  place  for  both  James  and  Sarah's  fami¬ 
lies  (Brock  and  Brock,  cousins). 

SARAH  ALICE  BROCK2,  wife  of  James  M.  Brock,  and 
daughter  of  Charlie  and  Margeret  Allen  Brock,  was  born 
in  Choctaw  County,  Miss.,  January  15,  1877.  She  was  one 
of  16  children  born  to  Charlie  and  Margeret. 

Sarah  died  August  17,  1940. 

EDWARD  VAN  BURREN  BROCK2,  father  of  James  Madison 
Brock,  was  born  aid  raised  in  Choctaw  County,  Miss. 
Edward's  father  was  of  Irish  descent  and  his  mother  was 
Dutch.  They  too  had  been  born  and  raised  in  Choctaw 
County.  Edward  had  met  his  wife,  Anne  Dotson,  in  Spring- 
field,  Alabama  where  they  were  married.  They  later  re¬ 
turned  to  Choctaw  County. 


QUIBBLE  AND  FRANKLIN  FAMILIES 


Leland  C.  Bowles^  married  Anna  Jean  Gribble. 


ANNA  JEAN  GRIBBLE5,  wife  of  Leland  C.  Bowles,  and 
a  daughter  of  John  Wm.  and  Verba  Franklin  Gribble,  was 
born  in  Raton,  New  Mexico,  November  8,  1925.  Her 

father  died  in  1930  and  at  this  time  left  her  mother 

and  several  children,  Jean  being  the  youngest.  In  1937 
Jean  moved  to  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  where  she  finish¬ 
ed  school  at  Albuquerque  High  in  1943.  For  a  few  months 
before  graduation  Jean  worked  for  Western  Union  on  a 
part  time  basis  as  a  teletypist.  After  graduation  Jean 

did  office  work  at  Kirtland  Field  (air  base).  In  1946 

Jean  worked  for  the  Coca  Cola  Company  and  Oden  Motor 
Company  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  In  1945  and  1946 
she  worked  for  an  insurance  company  in  Albuquerque. 
Before  and  after  graduation  Jean  took  piano  and  voice 
lessons.  She  sang  contralto  and  was  always  active  in 
the  church  choir  before  and  after  her  marriage. 

In  1957  Jean  went  to  San  Jose,  California,  where 
she  visited  two  sisters,  Louise  Price  and  Vivian  Roberts. 


106 


■ 


106 


BOWLES  HISTORY 


In  April,  1948,  Jean  was  working  for  an  insurance  compa¬ 
ny  in  San  Jose.  It  was  at  this  time  that  Jean  met 
Leland  Bowles  whom  she  later  married,  on  September  4, 
1948. 

Jean  met  Lee  at  a  party  at  Grace  Baptist  Church  in 
San  Jose,  California.  He  had  almost  finished  his  first 
year  of  college  at  San  Jose  State  College.  He  was  in¬ 
vited,  by  college  students,  to  attend  a  church  party. 
He  was  attending  another  church  at  that  time  and  was 
not  sure  that  he  could  go,  so  they  told  him  to  call  the 
church  office  before  party-time  and  let  them  know.  As 
it  happened,  Lee  decided  to  not  go,  but  he  could  not 
get  a  call  through  because  no  one  answered.  As  a  re¬ 
sult  he  felt  that  he  should  go  to  the  party,  and  some  of 
the  college  gang  dropped  by  to  pick  him  up  before  the 
party.  •  When  Lee  entered  he  could  see  that  he  knew  no 
one  at  the  party.  As  soon  as  Jean  entered,  Lee  lost  no 
time  in  getting  acquainted  with  her.  A  boy  by  the  name 
of  Duke  already  knew  Jean  and  was  attempting  to  get  her 
consent  to  take  her  home  after  the  party.  Lee  was  a 
little  slow  in  making  his  intentions  known,  but  Jean 
put  Duke  off.  It  turned  out  that  Lee  did  not  ask  to 
take  Jean  home,  but  he  did  make  definite  plans  to  see 
her  the  following  week.  Duke  hung  around  until  Jean 
said  yes. 

Jean  and  Lee  had  a  most  interesting  five-month 
courtship  during  which  they  went  to  San  Francisco,  the 
beach  at  Santa  Cruz  and  many  other  places.  Lee  always 
said  that  what  really  attracted  him  was  Jean's  sister's 
(Vivian)  cooking.  But  the  fact  that  Jean  was  an  attrac¬ 
tive  red  head,  who  often  did  things  that  Lee  never 
quite  understood,  may  have  also  helped  out.  At  any  rate, 
Jean  and  Lee  were  married  within  five  months  after  they 
met. 

After  their  marriage  Jean  and  Lee  continued  to  live 
in  San  Jose  while  Lee  continued  his  '  college  training 
and  Jean  went  to  work  for  the  Santa  Clara  County  Juve¬ 
nile  Detention  Home.  Jean  had  always  done  office  work 
before  and  she  found  supervising  teenagers  very  fasci¬ 
nating.  It  was  interesting  but  often  difficult  and 
heart  breaking.  It  was  here  that  Jean  discovered  that 
she  liked  to  work  with  people  and  their  problems.  Every 
child  that  ended  up  with  the  Juvenile  authorities  had 
problems.  Some  of  them  were  victims  of  broken  homes, 
some  had  committed  some  type  of  unlawful  act,  or  perhaps 
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it  was  a  child  who  was  waiting  to  be  placed  in  a  foster 

home. 

Jean  learned  to  know  and  to  love  those  kids.  Most 
of  them  liked  her  too,  in  return,  because  she  was  al¬ 
ways  interested  in  their  problems.  It  was  here  that 
Jean  gained  much  insight  into  problems  of  'minority 
race'  children,  especially  Mexican  and  Negro. 

Jean  worked  hard  at  this  Job  but  admitted  that  it 
was  one  of  the  most  rewarding  jobs  of  her  life.  She 
worked  there  until  1951  when  she  got  a  job  as  nurse- 
secretary  for  two  chest  specialists, Doctors  Wardrip  and 
Scarborough. 

In  July,  1952,  Jean  and  Lee  Moved  to  Walla  Walla, 
Washington  where  Lee  worked  for  the  Veterans  Admini stra- 
tion  while  Jean  worked  for  the  U.  S.  Engineers  Corps. 

In  December  1953,  Jean  quit  the  Corps  of  Engineers 
to  move  to  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  with  Lee.  In  May  1954, 
Jean  had  her  first  baby,  Larry  Lee,  and  at  this  time 
she  really  settled  down  to  keep  house  for  her  husband 
and  son.  In  February  1957  Jean  had  her  second  son,  Dan 
Scott.  At  this  time  Jean  had  had  five  pregnancies  out 
of  which  only  two  babies  had  survived.  The  other  three 
had  aborted  before  maturity. 

Other  than  Jean's  experiences  as  a  secretary,  pay¬ 
roll  clerk,  and  supervisor  in  a  Juvenile  Detention 
Home,  she  was  successful  in  private  enterprises.  The 
first  one  was  while  she  was  in  San  Jose,  California 
where  she  sold  Beauty  Counselor  cosmetic  products.  She 
also  sold  these  products  in  Walla  Walla  and  Salt  Lake 
City.  During  the  last  year  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Jean  sold 
Tupperware  products.  Jean  was  always  a  success  in  such 
ventures  because  she  was  always  able  to  make  friends 
and  sell  her  ideas  to  people. 

In  January  1958,  Jean  and  Lee  moved  to  Ft.  Meade, 
South  Dakota  where  Lee  continued  to  work  for  the  V.  A. 

Jean  is  attractive,  has  a  pleasant  personality  and 
usually  makes  friends  easily.  She  is  five  feet  and 
6even  inches  tall,  has  reddish-blonde  hair,  grey-green 
eyes  and  weighs  about  130  pounds.  She  is  a  good  wife 
and  mother  and  loves  to  cook,  especially  interesting 
and  unusual  dishes. 
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JOHN  WILLIAM  GRIBBLE^,  father  of  A.  Jean  and  a  son 
of  Lloyd  Leon  Gribble^,  was  born  April  15,  1883  in  Den¬ 
ton  County,  Texas.  He  was  born  at  a  small  place  near 
Denton.  John's  grandfather  put  in  a  little  store  there 
and  later  a  Post  Office  which  was  called  Gribble 
Springs. 

John  is  described  by  his  eldest  son,  Edwin,  as  be¬ 
ing  a  rather  haram  scaram  boy  who  liked  to  work  on 
ranches  as  a  cowboy.  Ed  added  that  he  really  never 
appreciated  his  father  until  after  his  death. 

John's  second  son,  Charles,  said  that  he  believed 
that  his  father  was  basically  a  softhearted  man,  but 
that  it  would  have  killed  him  if  any  one  ever  found  it 
out.  Eor  this  reason,  he  tried  to  cover  up  his  feelings 
by  being  a  rather  rough  hard  man.  Most  of  his  child¬ 
ren  remember  him  as  being  mean  and  grouchy.  After 
Charles  was  grown  and  could  look  back  on  his  childhood 
and  his  father,  he  remembers  that  his  father  was  a  good 
neighbor  who  tried  to  help  anyone  who  needed  help.  He 
was  strict  with  his  children  and  tried  to  raise  them 
the  best  way  he  knew  how. 

While  John  was  a  boy,  his  mother  died  and  hiB 
father  remarried.  His  new  wife  was  not  readily  accept¬ 
ed  by  the  children.  Her  love  toward  them  was  lacking; 
she  was  hateful  and  said  nasty  things  to  them.  They 
soon  learned  that  she  had  little,  if  any,  interest  in 
them.  This  conflict  in  the  home  probably  prompted  John 
to  leave  home  and  hire  out  at  a  fairly  young  age  as  a 
professional  bronc  breaker.  He  seemed  to  have  a  'nat¬ 
ural  talent'  in  training  horses.  It  was  said  of  him, 
and  he  never  disagreed,  that  when  he  was  a  young  man  he 
could  ride  anything  'that  wore  hair'.  It  was  just  a- 
bout  the  time  he  got  married  that  he  was  riding  a  rather 
wild  bronc  Wien  he  was  injured  on  the  saddle  horn.  Hi  is 
accident  produced  a  hernia  which  was  somewhat  of  a  hand¬ 
icap  until  he  had  an  operation.  This  was  only  a  few 
years  before  his  death. 

After  John's  accident,  he  did  black smithing.  He 
was  always  good  with  machinery.  When  farmers  quit 
bringing  wagons  and  buggies  in  for  repairs,  they  brought 
automobiles.  He  never  had  any  special  training  in  me¬ 
chanics,  however  he  became  a  pretty  good  'back  yard  me¬ 
chanic. 

John  always  loved  horses.  While  black smithing,  he 
became  very  good  at  shoeing  horses  and  particularly  was 
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interested  in  horses  with  unusual  or  slightly  abnormal 
feet.  He  was  very  capable  of  diagnosing  and  making 
special  shoes  for  such  horses  and  people  from  miles 
around  came  for  his  services. 

But  somehow,  John  Gribble  had  trouble  settling 
down.  He  liked  to  trade  horses;  then  it  was  automo¬ 
biles.  He  bought  cars,  fixed  them  up  and  sold  or  trad¬ 
ed.  He  made  money  trading  but  often  lost  money  in 'some 
new  venture. 

Charles,  his  son,  believed  that  his  dad  always 
wanted  to  be  a  farmer,  but  that  somehow  he  was  never 
able  to  make  any  money  farming.  John  had  dreams  of 
someday  getting  back  on  a  farm  where  he  thought  that  he 
could  be  happy. 

Charles  recalled,  when  he  was  a  boy,  that  he 
thought  that  his  father  did  not  like  him.  He  felt  that 
his  father  was  more  strict  and  ouicker  to  correct  him 
than  he  was  with  the  older  son  Edwin.  Charles,  after 
growing  up,  believed  that  maybe  his  dad  looked  upon  him 
as  being  more  like  himself,  a  Gribble,  than  the  older 
brother.  Chari e.s  thought  that  his  father  wanted  him  to 
be  an  honest  and  upright  man;  he  did  not  want  to  take 
any  chances  that  his  son  would  not  grow  up  to  be  a 
credit  to  his  father. 

John  had  black  curly  hair,  grey  eyes,  a  quick 
temper  and  a  very  soft  light  skin.  He  was  a  tall  and 
large  man. 

John  was  blacksmithing  at  the  time  he  met  and  mar¬ 
ried  Verba  Franklin.  He  met  Verba  through  her  brother, 
Mel  Franklin,  while  Mel  was  dating  Lucy  Gribble  (John's 
sister).  John  said  to  Mel  Franklin,  "I'll  let  you 
marry  my  sister  Lucy,  if  you  will  let  me  marry  your  sis¬ 
ter,  Verba".  Verba  was  17  years  of  age  at  this  time 
and  apparently  in  love  with  someone  else.  John  said 
that  he  would  wait  until  she  was  sure  that  she  was  no 
longer  in  love  with  the  other  boy.  It  was  3  years  later 
when  Verba  was  20  that  they  were  married. 

During  John  and  Verba' s  first  year  of  marriage, 
they  went  to  Rock  Port,  Texas,  with  John's  father, 
Lloyd,  his  son,  Erl,  his  daughter  Lucy  and  her  son, 
Cleo.  Lucy  was  married  to  Melvin  Franklin,  Verba* s  bro¬ 
ther.  Lucy  had  had  measles  and  they  had  apparently 
settled  in  her  lungs.  Lloyd  thought  it  would  be  good 
for  her  if  she  went  from  a  cold  climate  to  a  warm  cli¬ 
mate.  They  rigged  one  covered  wagon  with  6  horses  and 
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a  buggy  with  2  horses  and  started  the  long  trek.  This 
trip  was  possibly  responsible  for  Verba1 s  losing  her 
first  child  after  a  6  month  pregnancy. 

When  they  arrived  at  Rock  Port  they  rented  a  house 
near  the  bay  and  tried  to  make  things  comfortable  for 
Lucy  who  was  very  ill.  When  time  permitted,  John  and 
Verba  often  rowed  out  to  do  some  fishing.  On  one  oc¬ 
casion  they  had  rowed  out  about  one  quarter  mile,  where 
the  water  was  relatively  deep.  John's  expectations  were 
great,  the  fish  would  surely  be  in  that  spot  and  eager 
to  bite.  However,  he  threw  out  a  line  and  it  got  caught 
on  a  snag  or  rock.  John  worked  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time  trying  to  free  his  line  and  was  getting 
ready  to  dive  in  to  free  it.  This  was  under  Verba' s 
protest  because  she  could  not  swim  and  told  him  so.  It 
was. about  that  time  when  the  line  let  loose.  They  had 
been  out  almost  half  a  day;  the  folks  at  the  house 
could  see  them  but  thought  they  must  be  catching  fish. 
They  caught  none  .' 

Lucy  continued  to  get  worse  so  they  sold  their 
teams  and  wagon  and  buggy  and  went  back  to  Panhandle  by 
rail.  They  were  in  Rock  Port  from  October  1907  to  Feb. 
1908.  Lucy  died  in  July  after  they  returned  home. 

About  four  years  after  Lucy  died,  Melvin  Franklin 
met  and  married  Mattie  Wightman  who  was  working  as  a 
clerk  in  a  dry  goods  store  in  Claude,  Texas.  Melvin 
was  working  there  as  a  telephone  lineman  and  John  and 
Verba  went  there  to  be  near  her  brother  Mel. 

After  John  and  Verba  returned  to  Panhandle  they 
tried  farming  for  several  years.  John' s  son,  Edwin, 
recalls  that  his  father  tried  very  hard,  getting  some¬ 
one  to  set  him  up,  but  he  seemed  to  never  quite  make  it. 
He  always  went  broke  and  went  on  to  what  he  thought 
would  be  greener  pastures.  Edwin  also  recalls  when  they 
moved  to  Yampa,  Colorado  in  1912  where  his  father  worked 
in  the  timber  for  wages.  His  mother,  Verba,  could  not 
take  the  mud  and  loneliness.  She  got  sick  and  the  doc¬ 
tor  prescribed  beer  but  she  would  not  drink  it.  John 
and  his  family  moved  back  to  Panhandle  in  1915  and  tried 
more  farming.  Around  1916  or  1917  they  moved  to  Claude, 
Hale  County,  Texas,  where  John  worked  as  a  blacksmith. 
In  about  1922  John  and  Verba  went  out  near  Gladstone, 
New  Mexico,  where  Verba' s  brother-in-law,  John  Riemann 
was  trying  to  homestead.  It  was  here  that  John  got  a 
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job  with  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  and  later  vent  to  Ba¬ 
tor.  ,  New  Mexico  and  worked  in  the  shops  as  a  blacksmith. 
About  this  tine  they  had  a  strike  and  it  got  so  bad 
trat  John  carried  a  gun  to  work  with  him  in  his  lunch 
pail. 

John  worked  there  until  his  death,  June  20,  1930. 
!Zrere  were  tines  when  he  wanted  to  leave  this  work  and 
search  for  greener  pastures,  hut  his  family  was  growing 
in  numbers  and  Yerha  told  him  that  he  could  go,  but  she 
was  through  following  him  from  one  adventure  to  another. 

John  was  unable  to  work  for  about  one  year  before 
he  died.  He  was  in  the  La  Junta  Hospital  for  two  or 
three  months  and  in  the  Santa  Fe  Hospital  in  Albuquer¬ 
que  for  a  short  time  before  returning  to  Raton  where  he 
died  of  Bright's  Disease. 

Before  he  died,  John  and  Verba  bought  a  house  in 
Raton.  John  died  near  the  beginning  of  the  1930  depres¬ 
sion  and  Verba  and  the  seven  children  were  faced  with  a 
considerable  struggle.  Verba  paid  off  the  house  with 
John's  insurance  while  Bert  and  Edwin  supported  the  fam¬ 
ily.  Vivian  and  Louise  were  in  high  school  and  did  what 
they  could,  baby  sitting,  etc.  There  were  5  children 
in  school.  Vithin  14  months,  they  had  had  2  operations 
and  Quarantined  twice.  Melvin  Franklin  and  John  Rei- 
mann  helped  by  sending  wheat  and  neat  for  the  family. 
Ed  was  an  apprentice  in  Raton  and  later  in  Albuquerque 
and  Lamy  where  he  worked  for  the  Santa  Fe  at  the  Harvey 
House  as  a  fireman.  He  sent  money  to  help  his  mother. 

Verba  proved  herself  as  being  a  very  good  proviaer 
and  manager  for  her  family  in  spite  of  the  depression 
and  the  5  children  to  feed,  clothe  ana  send  to  school. 
Twenty- seven  years  after  John's  death.  Verba  recalls 
their  life  together  with  the  deepest  sincerity.  She 
says  he  deeply  loved  his  family  and  was  a  good  provider. 
He  liked  hunting  and  fishing  and  found  it  difficult  to 
stay  in  one  place  too  long.  She  says  that  John  was  al¬ 
ways  ready  for  another  adventure  but  he  would  never  go 
alone.  He  always  wanted  his  family  to  be  with  him  so 
they  could  share  his  adventures.  Verba  added,  *Ve  got 
along  well,  but  he  always  wanted  to  keep  moving  to  a 
place  where  the  land  was  richer,  trees  bigger  and  the 
fish  larger. - 

Edwin,  the  oldest  son  said  that  his  father  probab¬ 
ly  would  have  kept  moving  from  one  place  to  another,  hut 
his  mother.  Verba,  told  his  dad  that  he  could  leave 
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Baton,  "but  she  was  staying  there  to  raise  her  children. 
John's  days  of  adventure  were  over. 

John  Wm.  and  Verba  Gribble  had  nine  children: 
Martha  I.  Gribble,  born  Wed.,  Feb.  26,  1908,  Pan¬ 
handle,  Texas;  lived  20  hours;  6  months  pregnancy. 

Edwin  Lloyd  Gribble,  born  Wed. ,  January  13,  1909, 
Carson  County,  Texas. 

Charles  Elbert  Gribble,  born  lhurs. ,  Nov.  9,  1911, 
Carson  County,  Texas. 

Verba  Vivian  Gribble,  born  Thurs. ,  March  26,  1914, 
Yampa,  Colorado. 


Minnie  Louise  Gribble, 
1916,  Panhandle,  Texas. 

Laurence  Lee  Gribble, 


born  Sunday,  January  23, 
born  Tues.,  March  19,  1918, 


Claude,  Hale  County,  Texas;  killed  in  an  automobile  ac¬ 
cident,  June  28,  1941. 


John  Franklin  Gribble,  born  Tues., 
Plainview,  Texas. 

Bebecca  Buth  Gribble,  born  Tues., 


June  28,  1921, 
May  31,  1923, 


Eaton,  New  Mexico;  died  August  28,  1927. 

Anna  Jean  Gribble,  born  Sun.,  November  8,  1925, 

Baton,  New  Mexico. 


LLOYD  LEON  GBLBBLE3,  father  of  John  Wm.  Gribble 
was  born  in  Farmington,  Marion  Co.,  West  Va. ,  March  1, 
1857.  He  married  Martha  Fielding  Howe,  November  4, 
1877,  at  4  pm.  The  marriage  was  conducted  by  Bev.  Har¬ 
rison  Eller;  witnesses  were  J.  D.  Howe  and  Miss  Florence 
Eller.  The  wedding  was  at  McKinney,  Texas. 

Lloyd  Gribble  farmed  in  Denton  County,  later  mov¬ 
ing  to  Oklahoma  in  1890,  where  they  stayed  for  about  10 
years.  It  was  then,  around  1900,  that  Lloyd  moved  to 
West  Texas.  It  was  here  at  Panhandle  that  he  farmed  and 
was  a  section  foreman  at  Lee  (now  St.  Francis)  between 
Panhandle  and  Amarillo. 

After  about  two  weeks  illness  of  measles  and  a 
heart  condition,  Martha  died  June  16,  1907  at  her  home 
four  miles  west  of  Panhandle,  Texas. 

After  Martha' 8  death  Lloyd  married  Mary  J.  Eskew, 
a  widow  several  years  younger  than  himself. 

After  they  were  married,  she  bragged  so  much  about 
what  she  was  going  to  do  that  the  children  took  the  case 
to  court  and  forced  him  to  give  them  their  mother's 
share.  When  he  married  this  woman,  he  had  a  full  sec¬ 
tion  of  land  and  a  well  stocked  farm  with  cattle  and 
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horses  and  farm  machinery.  The  court  gave  the  children 
half  of  the  land,  but  Lloyd  became  ill  right  away  and 
went  to  Mineral  Wells,  Texas,  where  he  got  treatment. 
After  they  got  there,  a  will  was  drawn  up.  The  chil¬ 
dren  thought  she  had  forged  Lloyd's  name.  However,  af¬ 
ter  he  died,  the  children  paid  a  lawyer  to  go  to  Mineral 
Wells  to  investigate.  It  was  taken  to  court  and  she 
got  the  use  of  the  land  as  long  as  she  lived  or  until 
she  remarried. 

It  was  not  long  until  she  married  another  man.  Af¬ 
ter  he  found  out  that  the  property  was  not  really  hers, 
they  let  it  run  down  and  he  soon  left  her.  After  she 
died  (about  1933)  the  land  was  sold  and  Lloyd' s  chil¬ 
dren  got  about  80  acres  each.  Since  John  Wm.  Gribble 

was  dead-  by  this  time,  the  80  acres  belonging  to  him 
was  divided  among  his  children.  Jean,  wife  of  Leland 
Bowles,  got  about  forty  dollars  as  her  share.  Hie  land 
and  property  was  so  run  down  that  it  did  not  bring  what 
it  should  have.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  bitterness 
toward  the  woman  who  apparently  married  Lloyd  for  his 
wealth.  Lloyd  Gribble  died  February  2,  1918  at  Mineral 
Wells,  Texas  and  was  buried  at  Panhandle  with  his 
first  wife,  Martha. 

Lloyd  was  a  decent,  honest  and  honorable  man.  It 
was  said  that  he  would  never  tell  a  lie,  not  even  to 
save  his  own  life.  His  son,  John,  always  spoke  highly 
of  his  father.  It  was  agreed  that  Lloyd  had  a  hot  tem¬ 
per.  When  he  got  married  to  his  second  wife,  as  pre¬ 
viously  described,  his  daughter  objected  and  let  her 
feelings  be  known.  Lloyd  became  so  enraged  with  his 
daughter's  objections  that  he  never  spoke  to  her  or  made 
up  with  her  before  his  death. 

Lloyd  and  Martha  Gribble^  had  5  children: 

John  Wm.  Gribble,  born  April  15,  1883;  married 

Verba  Franklin. 

Irl  Gribble. 

Lucy  Gribble,  born  January  27,  1879;  married  Mel¬ 
vin  Franklin;  died  July  14,  1908,  Panhandle,  Texas. 

Elizabeth  Howe  Gribble,  born  October  29,  1880; 

died  July  20,  1882  in  Texas. 

Minnie  Belle  Gribble,  married  Woodruff. 
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Exerpts  from:  A  will  to  the  Heirs  of  Mrs.  Lizzie  Lieu 
Wait:  ^700,  Prohate  Court,  Swisher  Co.,  Texas,  October 
31,  1957.  (Copy  of  court  accounts  in  the  possession  of 
Lee  and  Jean  Bowles). 

- When  Mrs.  Waite  died  she  had  an  estate  which  was 

$1850.00  after  fees  were  paid.  She  had  no  children  or 
grandchildren;  no  brothers  or  sisters  living  or  dead; 

her  mother  and  father  predeceased  her. - Under  Texas 

law  her  estate  goes,  one-half  to  her  grandmother  and 
grandfather  on  her  mother's  side  and  one-half  to  her 

grandfather  and  grandinother  on  her  father's  side. - 

The  administrator  does  not  know  the  names  or  whereabouts 
of  any  descendants  of  her  grandfather  or  grandmother  on 

her  father's  side. - Therefore  the  estate  designated 

for  that  family  is  being  held. 

The  other  half  goes  to  descendants  on  her  mother's 
side.  Mrs.  Waite's  mother  had2  brothers  and  6  sisters 
all  of  whom  predeceased  her.  Lizzie  Lieu  Waite's  mother, 
Sarah  Howe  Shepherd,  was  a  sister  to  Martha  Howe  who 
married  Lloyd  Gribble. 

Therefore  $925.00  was  divided  among  descendants  of 
the  8  children.  There  were  several  heirs  and  they  re¬ 
ceived  from  $1.61  to  as  much  as  $57.81  each.  Jean  Grib¬ 
ble  Bowles  received  l/l44  of  the  estate  which  was  $6.42. 

Lizzie  Lieu  was  the  daughter  of  Sarah  and  Presley 
Oliver  Shepherd,  both  of  Texas. 

FRANKLIN  FAMILY 

John  Wra.  Gribble  married  Verba  A.  Franklin4. 

VERBA  A.  FRANKLIN4,  wife  of  John  Wm.  Gribble  was 
a  daughter  of  Noah  Alexander  Franklin^.  She  was  bom 
February  19,  1887,  near  Rogers,  Arkansas.  She  married 
John  Wm.  Gribble  in  1907.  (See  Verba' s  history  after 
her  marriage  under  John  Wra.  Gribble,  page  108. ) 

NOAH  ALEXANDER  FRANKLIN3,  father  of  Verba  A.  Grib¬ 
ble,  was  born  in  1842  in  Terre  Haute,  Indiana.  Noah 
married  Sarah  Elizabeth  Skaggs0  about  1880.  Noah  and 
family  lived  in  Rogers,  Arkansas,  until  Verba  was  6  or 
7  years,  (1894)  when  they  moved  to  Van  Buren,  Arkansas 
where  her  father  farmed.  It  was  here  that  Verba 's  moth¬ 
er  Sarah  died.  (Sarah,  born  1865,  died  1896)  In  about 
1904  tuey  moved  back  to  Rogers.  It  was  after  this  that 
Noah  sold  his  farm  and  became  the  school  Janitor  where 
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Verba  and  the  other  children  went  to  echool.  Noah 
wanted  to  he  a  good  father  to  the  children  hut  knew 
that  farming  would  he  too  demanding  and  that  he  would 
have  more  time  with  them  if  he  had  another  tjpe  of  job. 
Noah  also  did  some  house  to  house  selling,  probably 
household  items  and  notions.  On  one  occasion  Noah  was 
selling  eye  glasses  (in  those  days  there  were  few  if 
any  prescriptions)  when  one  customer  picked  up  a  pair 
of  frames  without  lenses  and  remarked,  "Why,  I  can  see 
as  good  with  these  as  I  can  with  my  own  eyes.11  Noah 
lost  one  of  his  eyes  when  he  was  a  hoy;  details  are 
not  known. 

When  Verba  was  about  14  she  and  her  family  moved 
to  Panhandle,  Texas.  They  went  in  covered  wagons  and 
Noah  sold  eye  glasses  and  notions  along  the  way.  Noah's 
niece  had  gone  to  Texas  previously  and  had  persuaded 
Noah  and  the  children  to  join  them. 

After  Noah  arrived  in  panhandle,  he  did  gardening 
until  he  put  in  a  small  five  and  ten  cent  store.  He 
saved  his  money  and  sent  away  for  a  few  items,  sold 
them  and  ordered  again  for  more.  He  started  in  a  very 
small  place  and  then  moved  into  a  Baloon  which  had  been 
closed.  It  still  had  the  old  bar  and  rail.  He  had  a 
confectionary  where  he  sold  ice  cream,  toasted  peanuts, 
candy,  etc.  There  was  also  a  soda  fountain  which  was  a 
novelty  at  that  time.  Noah  sold  books  too.  He  had  the 
first  lending  library  in  that  area.  He  would  sell  a 
book  for  twenty-five  cents  and  when  it  was  returned  he 
would  take  it  back  and  give  the  customer  another  one 
for  ten  cents.  Noah  liked  good  literature  and  liked 
to  read.  He  encouraged  his  sons  and  daughters  to  read 
good  literature  and  take  an  interest  in  voting. 

Noah  later  became  Mayor  of  Panhandle  and  was  from 
that  time  on  called  "Mayor  Franklin".  Verba  remembers 
her  father  as  being  a  very  good  Christian  who  tried  to 
raise  his  children  in  a  Christian  home.  Bible  reading 
was  a  part  of  their  daily  routine  and  Noah  gathered  hie 
children  about  him  and  read  Bible  stories  before  bed¬ 
time. 

Noah  taught  school  when  he  was  younger,  probably 
during  the  time  that  he  did  janitorial  work  at  school. 
It  was  also  said  that  Noah  would  never  start  anything 
on  Friday.  He  was  tall  and  slender  and  wore  a  goatee. 
He  had  coal  black  hair  and  dark  brown  eyes.  His  grand¬ 
mother  was  full  French  and  he  was  predominantly  French 


116 


looking.  Noah  was  an  unusual  man  for  his  time.  He  had. 
above  average  intelligence  and  was  a  respected  man  of 
the  community.  When  Noah  was  old  and  sick,  long  after 
his  second  wife  was  dead,  he  used  to  say,  "Too  proud  to 
beg,  to  honest  to  steal,  such  is  the  fate  of  the  shod¬ 
dy  gentile."  Noah  died  Nov.  17,  1922,  Panhandle,  Texas. 

Noah  and  Sarah  Franklin  had  5  children: 

Robert  Melvin  Franklin,  born  June  15,  1882,  in 
Levenworth,  Kansas.  He  married  Lucy  Gribble  (sister  to 
John  Wm.  Gribble).  Second  wife  was  Mattie  Wightman. 
They  had  no  children.  Melvin  owned  real  property  in 
Plainview,  Texas.  He  also  owned  a  nice  grocery  store  at 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1954.  Melvin  had  one  son  who 
was  drowned  at  the  age  of  16. 

Verba  A.  Franklin^,  born  February  19,  1887,  near 
Rogers,  Arkansas.  She  married  John  Wra  Gribble  in  1907. 
(Verba' s  middle  name  was  Adella;  see  history  under  John 
Wm.  Gribble) 

Charles  T.  Franklin,  born  November  1,  1891,  died 

1943. 

Grace  Franklin,  married  J.  T.  Riemann.  Their  son, 
Donald  Riemann,  took  over  Melvin  Franklin's  store  after 
he  died. 

Diamia  Franklin,  married  Albert  Wood;  he  died  1941. 

SARAH  ELIZABETH  SKAGGS3,  wife  of  Noah  Franklin  was 
a  daughter  of  Isaac  Skaggs.  Sarah  was  the  second  wife 
of  Noah.  His  first  wife  died  quite  young  with  tubercu¬ 
losis.  Noah  was  about  38  years  old  when  he  married 
Sarah  who  was  only  15  years  old.  If  Noah's  first  bora 
by  his  first  wife  had  lived,  .  it  would  have  been  older 
than  his  second  wife.  Sarah,  b.  1865,  d.  March  31,  1896. 

Verba  Franklin  Gribble' s  father  was  only  seven 
years  younger  than  her  maternal  grandfather. 

ARRON  JACKSON  FRANKLIN2,  father  of  Noah  Franklin, 
was  born  in  the  early  part  of  1800,  probably  in  North 
Carolina  or  Indiana.  He  married  Rebecca  Brown,  Arron 
died  in  Rogers,  Arkansas  about  1893  and  Rebecca  died  at 
Panhandle,  Texas  in  1906  at  the  age  of  84. 

The  Franklin  family  came  from  France  many  years 
ago.  Verba  Franklin  Gribble,  the  granddaughter  of  Arron 
recalls  how  Arron' s  father  was  persuaded  to  free  his 
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slaves  before  the  proclamation.  His  wife  was  a  very  re¬ 
ligious  woman  and  told  him  that  no  man  should  own  an¬ 
other  man.  Arron's  father  promised  his  wife  on  her 
death  bed  that  he  would  free  his  slaves.  This  act  al¬ 
most  broke  him  financially,  but  he  kept  his  promise  and 
never  owned  another  slave.  (This  would  date  Arron's 
mother's  death  before  1865.  There  is  no  mention  of 
Arron's  father's  death.) 

Before  this  incident  Arron's  mother  and  father  had 
lived  in  North  Carolina,  a  slave  state,  but  Arron's 
wife  had  persuaded  him  to  move  to  Indiana,  a  slave  free 
state . 


ISAAC  SKAGGS^,  father  of  Sarah  Elizabeth  Skaggs 
Franklin^,  was  born  around  1830  or  1835.  He  married  a 
relatively  small  woman  whose  name  is  not  known.  She  is 
known  to  have  had  a  great  handicap  which  put  her  on 
crutches  until  her  death.  When  she  was  about  15,  she 
jumped  rope  a  great  deal  and  became  lame  with  what  was 
at  that  time  called  "white  foot"  (probably  tuberculosis 
of  the  bone).  She  and  Isaac  lived  on  a  farm  in  Arkan¬ 
sas.  Isaac  loved  and  took  good  care  of  his  crippled 
wife  and  in  spite  of  her  handicap  she  raised  6  or  7 
children  and  was  remembered  as  a  good  and  faithful  wife 
and  mother.  They  both  died  about  1910  between  the  ages 
of  75  or  80  years. 


*  *  *  * 

Both  the  Gribble  and  Franklin  families  are  known 
to  have  had  unusual  talents.  John  Wm.  was  particularly 
good  in  mathematics  as  well  as  other  things  previously 
mentioned.  He  had  a  son,  Laurence  Lee,  who  had  an  I.Q. 
of  a  genius.  He  had  another  son,  John  F. ,  who  finished 
high  school  in  three  years  with  a  very  hi^i  average. 

Noah  Franklin  was  a  teacher  and  philosopher  with 
many  potentials  which  were  never  fully  developed.  Had 
circumstances  been  in  his  favor,  he  may  have  been  a 
leader  and  important  man  of  his  time. 
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LeBoy  Bowles®  married  Selma  Annette  Henslee. 


Milton  HensleeS 


was  Lorn  July  12,  1935  at  Tolar,  Texas.  She  attended 

school  at  Liberty  Chapel  and  finished  High  School  at 
Cleburne.  She  married  LeBoy  Bowles. 

L.  J,  HENSLEE^,  father  of  Selma  A.  Henslee,  was 
born  August  13,  1907  at  Grandbury,  Texas.  He  was  the 

son  of  Milton  Harding  Henslee.  L.  J.  married  Jeannette 
Cloud  Cherry. 

MILTON  HABDING  HENSLEE3,  was  bom  July  1,  1874  in 

Kimble  Co.,  Texas.  He  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Davis, 
Nov.  27,  1898,  at  Grandbury.  Mary  was  born  Sept.  13, 
1878  at  Weatherford,  Texas.  She  died  Dec.  11,  1931  at 
Merkel,  Texas.  Milton  died  May  28,  1954  at  Merkel. 

JEANNETTE  CLOUD  CHERRY^,  daughter  of  James  Collens- 
worth  Cherry,  was  born  March  12,  1907  at  Tolar,  Texas. 

JAMES  COLLENS WORTH  CHEBBY^,  father  of  Jeannette, 
was  born  March  26,  1873  at  Tolar,  Texas.  He  married 

Mary  Elizabeth  Boman  at  Grandbury.  Mary  was  bora  April 
12,  1874  at  Joshua,  Texas,  and  died  Sept.  3,  1956. 

James  died  Dec.  13,  1932  at  Tolar,  Texas. 
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Harris  family 


James  William  Bowles5  married  Betty  Harris  Threet. 


Richard  Harris3 


BETTY  HARRIS  THREET5,  wife  of  J.  W.  Bowles,  was 
born  in  Alcorn  County,  Mississippi,  October  23,  1923. 

She  was  a  daughter  of  Lyal  and  Effie  Mae  Harris.  Betty 
or  Bea  as  she  was  often  called,  was  married  to  James 
Threet  by  whom  she  had  two  children,  M.  L.  Threet,  born 
July  5,  1946,  died  December  3,  1997,  and  James  E.  Threet 
born  1949.  Betty  lived  with  James  Threet  from  July  5, 
1945  to  April  30,  1948,  when  he  died  with  tuberculosis 
in  a  Veterans  Hospital. 

Betty  had  known  J.  W.  Bowles  before  she  was  mar¬ 
ried,  and  after  her  husband  was  dead,  she  married  him. 
They  had  gone  to  school  together  and  had  been  very  fond 
of  each  other. 

Betty  had  done  practical  nursing  and  helped  J.  W. 
take  care  of  his  mother,  Pauline,  when  she  was  ill. 
Betty,  herself,  had  had  several  operations.  Her  last 
operation  was  the  removal  of  cancerous  tissue  and  a  four 
and  one-half  month  baby.  This  was  just  a  short  time  be¬ 
fore  she  met  death  in  an  automobile  accident. 

Betty  died  December  3,  1957,  with  three  of  her  four 
sons.  All  of  them  were  buried  in  the  Bowles  cemetery. 

LYAL  HARRIS^,  father  of  Betty  Harris  married  Effie 
Mae  (last  name  not  known).  Lyal  was  the  son  of  Richard 
Owen  Harris  who  was  a  Civil  War  Veteran.  Richard  Owen 
Harris  married  a  Divenport  girl  and  they  had  three 
children.  She  died  and  he  married  her  half  sister, 
Mattie.  They  had  nine  children. 
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Nellie  Marie  Bowles5  married  Claude  Pipes. 


CLAUDE  ETHERIDGE  PIPES5,  husband  of  Marie  Bowles, 
was  born  March  18,  1907  at  Grandview,  Texas.  He  went 
to  school  at  Grandview  and  served  seven  years  in  the 
Army  Air  Corps.  He  was  discharged  September  28,  1945 

with  a  good  conduct  Medal,  Unit  Citation,  ETO  Ribbons 
with  11  bronze  stars.  He  served  in  Italy.  Aside  from 
farming  Claude  works  at  Ft.  Worth  General  Depot. 

BURFORD  ELBERT  PIPES4,  father  of  Claude  E.  Pipes, 
was  born  Sent.  15,  1875  in  Athens,  Alabama.  He  married 
Eda  Jane  McFerrin,  born  July  10,  1874,  Itawamba  Co., 

Mississippi;  he  died  April  20,  1958;  Eda  died  March  3, 
1956. 


SAMUEL  S.  PIPES3,  father  of  Burford  Pipes,  was  bom 
June  5,  1850,  Alabama.  He  married  Sally  Elizabeth  Gray, 
born  July  6,  1852,  Alabama;  died  March  6,  1907.  Samuel 
died  July  11,  1916. 

GEORGE  THOMAS  MCFERRIN3,  father  of  Eda  Jane  Mc¬ 
Ferrin  was  born  Oct.  7,  1851  in  Alabama.  He  married 
Sarah  Elizabeth  Davis,  born  November  12,  1856,  Walker 
Co.,  Alabama.  George  died  Dec.  5,  1917;  Sarah  died 
March  7,  1941. 
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HICKMAN  FAMILY 


LaVeda  Bowles^  married  William  F.  Hickman. 

George  Hickman^ 

Edvard  Hickman* * * 4  / 

\_  Grace  Victor3 

William  Hickman3 


Helen  Holt4 


Claude  Holt3 


Laura  Belle3 


WILLIAM  F.  HICKMAN3,  son  of  Edward  C.  Hickman,  was 
born  Nov.  5,  1934.  Bill  married  LaVeda  Bowles. 

EDWARD  C.  HICKMAN4,  was  bom  May  18,  1906  in  Ed¬ 
ina,  Missouri.  He  was  a  rural  letter  carrier.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Helen  Holt,  Oct.  12,  1924.  Helen  was  born  March 
28,  1903  at  Knox  City,  Missouri.  Edward  and  Helen  had 

4  children:  Robert  born  Feb.  5,  1926;  Betty  Grace  bora 
Nov.  29,  1928;  Bonnie  born  Sept.  8,  1931;  William  bora 
Nov.  5,  1934;  Ben  born  May  6,  1936. 

GEORGE  H.  HICKMAN3,  father  of  Edward,  was  bom  June 
26,  1875,  in  Illinois.  He  married  Grace  Victor,  June  21, 
1905.  Grace  was  born  Oct.  26,  1885  in  Edina,  Missouri. 
She  vaB  Sec.  Treas.  of  the  Sentinel  Printing  Co.  George 
was  manager  of  Bell  Telephone  Company;  he  died  March  29, 
1925. 

CLAUDE  K.  HOLT3,  father  of  Helen  Holt,  was  born 
August  7,  1873  at  Knox  City,  Missouri.  He  was  a  farmer 
who  married  Laura  Belle,  January  17,  1898.  Laura  Belle 
was  born  Oct.  28,  1873  at  Knox  City,  Missouri. 
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JONES  FAMILY 


Frank  Hurvy  Bowles  J r.®  married  Charlotte  Mae  Jones. 


CHARLOTTE  MAE  JONES^,  daughter  of  Charles  Myrtle 
Jones  was  horn  Sept.  24,  1930  at  Meridian,  Texas.  She 
went  to  school  at  Meridian  and  graduated  at  Covington, 
Texas  in  1948.  She  worked  at  Walls  Mfg.  Co.  in  Cle¬ 
burne  from  June  13,  1950  to  July  13,  1953.  She  married 
Frank  Hurvy  Bowles  Jr.  and  they  have  two  children. 

CHARLES  MYRTIS  JONES4,  son  of  Elijah  Marshall  Jones 
was  born  Jan.  31,  1897  at  Speegleville ,  Texas.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Cathy  Merriam  Lea,  born  June  25,  1905  at  Wills 
Point,  Texas.  Charlotte  Mae  Jones  was  born  to  this 
union. 


ELIJAH  MARSHALL  JONES^,  was  born  in  Georgia,  May 
26,  1855.  He  married  Sarah  Catherine  Vick,  born  March 
12,  1855,  Charleston,  So.  Carolina. 

EARL  LEA3,  father  of  Cathey  Merriam  Lea,  was  born 
August  10,  1873  in  Missouri.  He  married  Nita  May  Ray, 
born  April  21,  1878,  Dallas,  Texas. 
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ASTON  FAMILY 


Elbert  Leonidous  Bowie s^  married  Edith  Aston. 


EDITH  ASTON®,  daughter  of  Robert  Aston^,  was  born 
January  6,  1930,  at  Dexter,  New  Mexico.  She  was  married 
to  Leon  Bowles,  May  16,  1948.  She  and  Leon  have  two 
children  living  and  one  deceased.  Sheila  Eileen  was 
born  September  1,  1949  and  Robert  Powell  was  born  Jan. 

12,  1956.  Sherry  Kathleen,  born  August  17,  1954,  now 
deceased. 

ROBERT  ASTON^,  son  of  W.  A.  Aston,  was  born  and 
raised  at  Haulka,  Mississippi.  He  married  Olive 
Baxley.  Olive  was  the  daughter  of  J.  M.  Baxley.  The 
Baxleys  presently  live  in  Modesto,  California;  the 
Astons  still  live  at  Haulka,  Mississippi. 

Edith's  father  and  Leon's  father  were  born  and 
raised  about  50  miles  from  each  other.  After  Edith  and 
Leon  were  married,  their  fathers  enjoyed  getting  to¬ 
gether  and  talking  about  11  Old  times"  and  Mississippi. 
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BAKER  FAMILY 


James  Silas  Bowles^  married  Marie  Baker. 


MARIE  BAKERS,  daughter  of  Wm.  Baker,  was  horn  Oct. 
11,  1924,  at  Bardwell,  Texas.  William  was  horn  August 
3,  1865,  in  Calwell,  Texas.  Her  mother,  Laura  Morris, 
was  horn  May  30,  1884,  in  Walles  County,  Texas. 

Marie  was  the  youngest  child  of  William  Baker.  He 
had  had  a  previous  marriage  hy  which  he  had  several 
other  children.  Marie  has  half  brothers  that  are 
several  years  her  senior. 

Marie  has  worked  at  the  school  cafeteria  in  Angle- 
ton  for  several  years.  Since  her  children  are  in  high 
school  and  college,  Marie  finds  her  job  entertaining  as 
well  as  an  asset  in  helping  huy  a  new  home. 
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MEADOR  FAMILY 


Raymond  Bowles 


5 


married  Dorothy  Meador. 


DOROTHY  MEADOR^,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Maudie 
Mae  Meador,  was  born  January  1,  1922,  near  Grandview, 
Texas.  She  finished  school  at  Grandview  High. 

Dorothy  arrived  in  Honolulu  and  married  Raymond 
Bowles,  July  23,  1941.  After  the  Japanese  attack,  Dec. 
7,  1941,  she  returned  to  Grandview,  in  February,  1942. 

Now  that  Dorothy's  son,  Mike,  is  in  high  school, 
she  is  working  at  Sears  in  Grand  Prairie  where  she  has 
been  employed  for  a  couple  of  years. 

Dorothy  has  a  sister,  Laurena,  who  also  married  a 
Bowles.  He  is  William  Charles  Bowles,  a  first  cousin 
to  Raymond. 

Hezekiah  was  born  in  Johnson  County,  Texas,  June 
4,  1884;  Maudie  was  born  in  Coffman  County,  April  1, 
1887. 
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HEN SELL  FAMILY 


Walter  Ivan  Bowles^ 


married  Betty  Iris  Hensell. 


Hensell,  was  born  May  19,  1925,  in  London,  England. 
She  met  and  married  Ivan  Bowles  while  he  was  servingin 
the  U.  S.  Army  in  England.  Betty  came  to  America  tobe 
with  Ivan  in  February,  1946.  She  and  her  son,  Brian, 
went  back  to  visit  her  folks  while  Brian  was  still  a 
small  boy.  Betty's  second  child  was  Deborah  Ann, born 
March  7,  1956. 

PETER  LOUIS  HENSELL4  was  born  September  13,  1897, 
in  London,  England.  His  father  and  mother  were  of 
German  extraction.  His  mother  was  probably  born  in 
England,  but  his  father  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to 
England  when  he  was  a  young  boy.  Peter  was  a  very  pa¬ 
triotic  man  and  served  in  both  world  wars.  He  died  in 
1951. 

Peter  married  Freda  Violet  Lusty.  To  this  union 
was  born  four  daughters,  one  of  whom  was  Betty  Iris 
Hensell.  There  are  no  Hensell  boys  to  carry  the  fam¬ 
ily  name. 
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